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Those who are aware oE the difficulties which atteud the coin- 
plUtiDU of a local history, will readily forgive thu delay which 
baa occurred in the publication of this work. Where ijiforniutiou 
has to be gleaned, sentence bv sentence, from mjiny individuals, 
and various dJEfprent works, thn process must necessarily be slow, 
and the result nut always satisfactory. The Lecessity, also, of 
copying many records, not from the original papers — for iu many 
cases their exislense or their locality is doubtful— bul from copies 
perhaps imperfect, seldom fails to be tie cause of many errors, 
and the author of the present work is convinced thnt his book has 
much to crave, on this score, from the indulgence of his readers. 
Still, he hopes that many curious facts have been here get toge- 
ther, and much iuformation that will interest the inhnbitaut uf 
Witney, he even flaltcrs himself thatno other town, of the same 
size, in all the three kingdoms, has, on the whole, been more tlio- 
roDghly illustrated, than the town of Witney has been in the 
present volume' 

The plates wliicb are given in this volume, may be relied on for 
accuracy and faithful representation of the originals; but they 
have no higher prelensions : the price of the volume atid the 
small number of copies printed have precluded the possibility of 
giving better ones, i'or the drawing of the Old Buidob, the 
work is indebted to Mr Wilkinson. The thanks of the author, 
and also of his readers, are due to J. M. DavPiiport esq, and to 
Mr W. Lanj^ord. The t^trinercoramunicaled to the author the 
valuable MS. Collections of the Inie Rev. T. Symouds, vicar of 
Ensham, to the latter the editor is indebted for sundry commu- 
nications, too many to be here specified. 

Ill conclusion, it may be remarked that a work of local 
history like the preseiit, slmuld always be brought out by a writer, 
who is either a nati"e, or has passed tke greater part of his lifi'. on 
the spot. The author ot the present volume has neither of these 
claims to ensure nccuracy to his work. It remains, thcri-Eore, fur 
him to claim indulgence on this as on every other score, and 
whilst he is content that he has dono his best according to the 
means allowed him, he is morally sure that no other person seemed 
inclined to do it at alt. 



And here the author closes his work on the ilaj that nsliers in i 
new year : may it be to him and to his readers as liappj as the last, 
though it cuts off from him tor ever one source of pleasure, which 
the preceding year hod opened to him — namely the investigation of 
the past history of the town of Witney. 

Bampton, Jan. 1, 1855. J. A. G. 
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§ \. Parish and Hamlets op WrraET. 

The town of Witney is aitcaled on the river Wiudnish, about 
Bve miles above its junction with the Isis. Though tlie houses 
snd streets of the town have strayed eastward beyond this natural 
barrier, yet the parish itself lies mostly upon the western bank, 
tnd, oonsequentlyj is the most easterly parish in the Hundred of 
Buapton; 

As in the ease of the town and parish of Bampton, its next 
ndghbour, the word ft^itney has two significations. At one time 
the name implies the township or small territory occupied by the 
town itself and two or three adjoining fields ; at another time it 
is used to describe the whole district, wbicb for certain parochial 
purposes is connected with the towD : and in this sense the name 
deuotes not only the township of Witney, but also the hamlets 
Hailey, Crawley and Curbridge, all of which pay tithes to the 
near, and until recently, all sent their inhabitants to attend the 
mother-church on Witney Green. 

According to the wider sense, in which the name ia used, the 
parish of Witney is bounded on the east by the parishes of North 
Leigh and Coggs, on the south by Ducklington and Lew, on the 
west and north by Minster Lovel and Nortb-leigh. Its length from 
north to south is about 4 miles fromNorth-leigh to Ducklington,and 
its breadth about 3 miles from Coggs to Minster Lovell. In this 
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iroperly bo calTea^^ 



estimate are included the towusbip oJ Witney, properly i 
«ith the three hamlets or subordinate parishes of Hailej, Cur- 
bridge and Crawley. 

The town of M'itney is situated on the high road between 
Oxford and Cheltenham, and is distant 1 1 miles from the former, 
and 29 from the latter of those cities. About half-way between 
Oxford and Witney is the town of Ensham, and in going from 
Witney to Cheltenham, the traveller passes through the towns of 
Burtord and Northleach.* 

§ 2, Poi'DLATIO*) AKD AcKEAGK. 

The population of Witney and its dependent hamlets is 5138, 
according to the census of this year, and the number ot acres in 
the whole parish about 7500, distributed in the following 
manner : 
^^^1 Witney township . . acreage 18S population 3103 

^B Hailey 2S27 .... 1324 

^^M Crawley 1116 ... 245 

^H Curbriagc 3076 ... 466 

^^H § 3. Qenebal Descbiptiox of tee Town. 

^^^P The town of Witney presents to the eye of the stranger an 

^^^B appearance uf being remarkably neat and cheerful. It consists 

^^^1 chiefly ot one long street, the upper part of which is called High 

^^^1 Slreet and the lower Endge Street, together, about a mile in 

^^^1 length. Parallel with this at the back of the town ou the east, 

^^^^ flows the river Windrush, separating the town from the adjoining 

^^^1 small parish of Coggs- From the opposite extremities of High 

^^^ law 



• Tlie villsges which lie round Wilney are thus emimernted in the fol- 
lowing doggre!, and not very complimentary verses : 
Hailey, Crawley, Curb ridge, and Coggs, 
Witney spinnera and Ducklingtan dogs : 
Finatock upon the hill, Fewler down dorry, 
Beggarly Ramsdon and lousy Clmrlbury : 
"" 30 d stock for baton, Bladon for beef, 
Ilnndboroiigh for a scurvy knave, and Comb for a Ibief. 
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Street and Bridge Street, and running almost parallel to cue auo- 
tlier, two other atteeta lead towards the west ; the one. Corn Street, 
being the high-road to Clielteiihatn, the other. West Ecitl, leads to 
Crawley, Hailey, Charlburj, and Whichwood Torest. Half-way 
between West End and Corn street, and parallel with both, is Mill 
Lane, forming a short cut to the neighbouring town |[of Bnrford. 
Atlhe point, where the West End joins Bridge Street, in the lowest 
part of the town, two other roads, one leading almost north, 
through Wood Green, to Woodstock, and the othrr, leading 
through Ensham (o Osford, unite with Bridge Street aiid the West 
End, and form a sort of cross road near the old inn called Staple 
Hall. Within a few hundred yards from Staple 1 1 all, on the Oxford 
road, is Newland, a sort of outlying dJstrict or hamlet belonging 
to Witney. At about the same distance, on the Woodstock road, 
is Wooil Green, which lias been much improved, of late, by the 
erection of a handsome district church. 

Following the course of the High Street in the opposite diree- 

tion, towards the south, we ascend to the upper and more ancient 

part of the town, and the road gradually espaoding, ends in alarge 

green, though which we advance, by ei wide and handsome gravel 

^^wJk to the northern door of the parish church, which thus forms 

^^^Lcppropriate and handsome termination to a street, that for 

^^^Hncss and competence of substantial buildings, has hardly its 

^^pd, in any English town of similar dimensions. 

Opposite the west end of the church is the parsonage bouse, 
surrounded by its garden and shrubberies j on the other side of the 
church is a house standing in a field, known by the name of the 
Mount house, and still retaining traces of the walls with which it 
was once fortified. Nearer to tlie cenlre of the town on the eastern 
ride, stands an old halfquadraiigular building called the College, 
and lower still are several remains of ancient buildings, which we 
shall hereafter have to describe more narrowly. On the western 
side of the Green, going towards tlie centre of the town, arc, 
the Grammar school, some almsliouses, and the remains of an old 
Gothic building, with pointed windows, now forming part of the 
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premises occupied by Mr Clinch's extensive brewery. In the bre 
part of the High Street, immediatelj below the Green, is the 
Market Cross, and, lower still, the Town Hall, a large modern 
building of stone with a piazza beneath, intended for a market-place. 

Below the Town-Hall, on the rigiit or eastern side of the street, 
ia another old building of th<! Elizabethan age, and now generally 
known as the Excise Hall. The street here descends and narrows 
gradually until we reach an old Tudor building with gable 
ends, on the western aide of the street, and now occupied by 
Mt Hanan'a Coach and Carriage manufactory. Between this point 
and the bridge there is nothing of much interest, but the new 
and elegant Gothic Chapel for the use of the Wesleyan congrega- 
tion, on the right hand aide of the street, and another, on the 
opposite aide of the way, belonging to the Indopendenta. Be- 
tween the bridge and Staple Hall, here and there, peep out some 
slight remains of old housei^, which, if still preserved, would hav^o 
furnished a rich treat to the architect and the antiquary. 

The weaving shops, belonging to the blanket- m a nufactoriea, for 
which Witney has been so long deservedly famous, are principally 
at Newland and West End ; the mills lie at intervals along the 
banks of the Wiudrush, above the town, 
§ i. Emma's Dike. 

About half-way between the bridge and the market-place, and 
immediately adjoining the old Tudor house occupied by Mr Hanan, 
ia the end of nn ancient dike or fosse, abutting against tiie street,* 
which after flowing, first west, round the outskirts of the town, 
crosaea Corn Street at the farther end, and thence running south at 
a considerable distance from the town, enters the river Wiudrush 
about one mile below the parish church. The purpose for which 
this dike was dug, has long puzzled antiquariaiia. The only ap- 
parent purpose, which can he assigned to it, is the drainage of the 
meadows, though it is difficult to explain why the dike ends so 
abruptly against the street, and is not continued, below it, so as to 
join the Windrush which runs within two hundred yards on the 

• For the first half-mile thia trench ia sometimes called Gun's Hole. 
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other side of High Street, whereas in the opposite direction the 
dike riins nearly three miles from the point where it begins to ita 
JQnction with the Winilruah. 

A more curious inquiry conMros the name which this dike 

bears, and which tradition assigns to Ettiuia queen of Ethelred 

the Unready, and mother o! Edward the Confessor. A short 

accoont of this lady will not be here misplaced. 

§ 6. Queen Emma. 

In the 9th and 10th centuries the Northmen or Normans had 
ipread terror and devastation over all the northern parts of Europe. 
The genius and talents of Alfred the Great drove away those 
pirates more than once from the English coasts, bnt even in Eng- 
land they made aettlements in different parts of the island, and 
communicated a fresh ingredient to form the character of the 
modern EngHshraan. Eollo, one of their greatest sea-kings, lauded 
in France, and wrested from its weak king the fertile province of 
Normandy, — so called from its invaders, — and his descendanta 
kept possession of this fief until John, king of England, was 
expelled from it by the arms of Philip Augustus king of France, 
lo hecame the first duke or earl of Normandy, and his succes- 
M)R were so powerful as often to make war against the French 
king, who was nominally their superior lord. 

From this Hollo was descended Eicliard duke of Normandy, 
whose daughter Emma, in the year 1002, was given in marriage to 
Ethelred the Unready, king of England. This Ethelred was a 
teak and inefficient prince, who through his whole life suffered 
from the invasions and ravages of the Danes. TJie arrival of 
peen Emma, though not her marriage with Ethelred, is related 
mthe Saxon Chronicle, Amno 1002 : 

In the same Lent, came the lafly, Richard's daughter, Emma Elfgive 
1 her Saxon name] hither to land. 

And it seems from an entry in the same old Chronicle, Anno 
1003, as if the marriage of Ethelred with a lady near of kin to 
Ihe Northern ravagers, was the first step towards the disasters 
|«hich were afterwards caused by the Normans inEngland. We read 
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Anho 1003. Thii year was Eteter entered by itorm, through the French 
churl Hugt, whom the lady [i, e. Quees Ekmii] had appointed her »te- 
ward : and then the army [1. e. the Danish arky] entirely ruined the 
town, and there took much booty. 

Queen Emroa had two sons by Ethelred the Unready, Edward, 
who aflerwartla became king ot England and is known by the naiDS 
o[ Edward the Confessor, and Alfred, who was murdered by God- 
win earl of Kent. The queen was not happy in her marriage with 
Ethelred, for they seldom lived together, and the kingdom was 
in a most wretched state during all liis reign. She seems to have 
resided much in Oxfordshire, for Islip is mentiond as one of her 
vills or manors. This accounts for her son Edward being born at 
laKp. A baptismal font was preserved until the year 1660 in an 
old bam in the yard of tlie Red Lion Inu, which according to 
tradition was Edward the confessor's chapel, and the tout, that in 
which the same king was christened. In 1660 tliis font was 
purchased and removed to Nether Kiddington, where it is otiH 
to be seen in the garden of Mostyn Browne esquire. 

After the death of Ethelred, and the murder of Edmund Iron- 
side, Canute was made king of England ; and a new field was open- 
ed to the ambition of Emma. Canute offered her bis hand, and 
Emma accepted it, on condition that, if they had a son, he should 
succeed Canute as king of all his large dominions. Tlieir son was 
named Uardicanutc, and he afterwards became king of England, 
not however until his elder brother Harold Uarefoot, Canute's 
son by a former marriage, had reigned before him. 

Whilst Harold Uarefoot was king, his stepmother queen Emmft 
lived io foreign parts, and was at Bruges, when he died. Hera 
she was joined by her own son Hardicanute, who took her and 
his half-brother Edward with him to England. Ilardicanuta 
reigned only two years, and after his death, the old Sason lino 
was restored, much to the delight of the English, in the person 
other son Edward. The fortunes of Ihe queen-mother began nowi 
to brighten ; bnt they were again darkened by the event whiolij 
connects her story with that of Witney. 
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* " For some political reason, with which the old historians 
do not condescend to make us acquainted, Eobert, afterwards arch- 
bishop of Canterhury, the then favourite of the monarch, published 
B calumnious report against Emma, the mother queen, charging 
her with a criminal connexion with our prelate, as well as being 
accessary to the death of her son Alfred, and throwing iropedi- 
inenls in the way of the succession of Edward the Confessor. The 
ground work of the base insinuation which formed the first charge, 
WIS, no doubt, the great friendship and regard which sabsisted 
between the Bishop and his royal ward. The archbishop, at the 
order of the king ('pnccipiente rege') convened a synod, and it was 
determined (adds my autbor, though t!ie older historians are silent 
on the point,) that the queen should undergo the test, so usoal 
in that superstitious age, of the fiery t ordeal. To this test she 
gladly assented, and walked over nine retl-hot ploagh shares which 
were placed on the pavement in the nave of Winchester Cathedral, 
vitliont suffering the least injury from thena. Malmesbury, 
Hontingdon, Hovedon, and Simeon ot JDurham, have not recor- 
ded this extraordinary event. But Ealph Higden, a writer of the 

•CsBSan'a Lives of the Bishops of Winchester, vol. i, p. 133. 
t The word ordeal is derived from or great, and deal judgmeot. Or- 
dtal WIS of four kinils. I9C, By Ted hot iron, either held in the hand m 
^tSitd upon wilh the feel, bare. 2nd, By boiling water, into which the 
{■enon accused waa to plunge his arm. 3rd, By cold water, into which the 
mipected party was thrown. 4tb, by duel. These several modes of im- 
ftouly templing God, were repeatedly aanctioned by the laws of the 
Ibgdomi as may be seen in Brompton'b Collections ; euch was the blind 
nperitition of that age. Bishop Milner makes a remark upon this un- 
tbriitiaii judgment, which, if it did not proceed from a Roman Catholic, 
oat must suppose emannted from one not sound in the intellect. " Being 
praetiMd with an ufrioht mind and lively faith, there ii no doubt, but 
' the Almighty did frequently interpose in behalf of innocence." But of 
' this, 1 beg to doubt, nor does " the authentic history" to which the learned 
Rtit«rian of Winchester alludes, at all remove my sceplicUm. King 
' ItmM 1, who, sa b Protestant Monarch, ought to have known better, 
mived Bome of iheM foolish and impiout practices. 
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14rtli Century, in his Poljchronioon, relates it at length ; aiid it is 
also transmitted by themore recent historians. The Saxon Clironicle, 
though it speaks of the harsh conduct of the Confessor towardj 
bis mother Emma, {see A. D. 104>3) says nothing of the ordeal. 
Wharton, in his Hist En^. Poetry, vol. I , p. 89, says, that in 
the year 1338, (about three centuries after the fact) when Adun 
de Orieton, Bishop of Winton, visited his cathedral priory of St 
Swithun in that city, a minstrel named Herbert was introdnced, 
who sung the tale of Q,ueen Emma delivered from theploughshaie*, 
in the hall of the prior, Alex, de Herriard, Ha cites as his 
anthority J/S5. in ArcAiv, Wolvesey. ffinl. The event, if it took 
place at all, must have taken place between 104.3 and 1047, the 
former being the period of Edward's consecration as King j {Sax. • 
Chron. A. D. 1043) and the latter, the time of the demise o[ 
Bishop Alwju, who was present at the ordeal. This delivery of I 
queen Emma was, it seems, the fortunate means of enriching ' 
Winchester Cathedral with no less than twenty-one manors. The < 
King having conferred ou it three, queen Emma nine, and the 
Bishop nine. Rudborne thas particularizes their several (locations ; 
The King (Edward the confessor) gave Portland, Wykhelewelle, 
[Wyke regis.] and Wsyniuthe. Queen Emma gave Brandesbnry, 
Bergeteld, Fyffhide [FAfield,'] Hoghtone, Mjchelmeryshe, Ivynge- 
ho, Wycombe, Weregrays, and Ilaylynge. The Bishop gave . 
Stoneham, East and West Meone, Hentoae, Wytneye [Wiln^l ■ 
Telynge, Mylbroke, Polhamptone, and Hodjngtone. As for the 
ploughshares, they received an exemption from future duty, being 
buried in the West Cloister of the Cathedral. The whole of this 
ridiculous story is treated by Bishop Godwin, with merited con- 
tempt. ' Quffi de Emmee purgatione refernntur fahulse (ne dicain 
aniles) monachales,' p. 57." 

§ 6. The eiver Windrdsh. 
The river Windrush, sometimes spelt Wainius, rises a few 
miles within the county of Gloucester, near a village of the » 
name, which is famous for a quarry of free stone. It en 
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Oi/ofdshire near Taititoii, anJ, willi a wtisterlj* course, passes bj 
lie Priury at BurforJ, from thence directs its winding course 
(liougtt the villages of Widford, Swinbroke, Asthall, Minster 
Letel, and Crawley, to Witney, where it forms two streams, which 
nm in a northern direction through the meadows, at the distance 
of about a mile froin each other, nearly parallel, and again effect 
their junction at Standlake milh It passes though Ducklington, 
Sardwick and Standlake, and arriving at Newbridge it adds its 
verj important stream to tiie river Ists or Thames. Indeed it 
UDtribiites a greater body of water to that river than any other 
Sreim from its source until we reach the river Kennet. In its 
progress of twenty miles, the Windrusli turns more than twenty 
mills, some used for grinding corn, and others tar fulhng the 
blsukets, and spinning the wool for the factories at AVituey. The 
Ditroas quahty of the water, and the saponaceous admixture in 
Uie clay, contribute much to the whiteness of the Witney 
blankets. 

Tins river is famous for its trout and cray-fish: the beautiful 
Ted colour of the latter when boiled is attributed to the purity of 
tl« water. It is remarkable that cray-fisli do nut thrive in the 
EieiJode a neighbouring river. " My friend Mr Swanu," says 
ih Symons in his manuscript Collections, vol. i, p. 65, "has 
brought cray-fish from the Windrush and put them into the 
Eveiilode, but tJiey soon lose their colour and disappear." 

It is thought, by some local antiquaries that this river formed 
lie boundary between the old Saxon kingdoms of Mercia and 
this is only conjectural, but not improbable 

t 7. The Olb Bridge. 

At the bottom of High Street and at the point where Bridge 

I Street begins, the "Windrush crosses the town, flowing from the 

I north-west to the south-east. Here formerly stood a very ancient 

; of three arches. This venerable structure, of which wc 

rknow notlung, except ii hat may be learnt from the numerous 
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ilrawiriga of it Hint slill exist, npjicare to Imve been as nncient as 
the times of the Sasoiia ; by which I would implj that, not only 
was there a briJ<!;e on this spot bi'fure the Normau Conquest, Iiut 
it is not improbable that tEie basement of thf very bridge which 
was removed a few years ago, belonged to the ori^'inal Aiigln- 
Saxon structure. 13ut Ijridti^^B, like their buildurp, decay bj 
length n[ time, and are sure, at hist, to undergo the process rf 
dissolutiou. Whether Ihe final brCiiking up and dtsnppeantnce 
of the old structure in Witney are due to time alone, or have 
been hastened by extemn! causi'?, is a (Question for the imagination 
to decide. No historical facts have been rt^eorded ; but tradition, 
which Bomctirnes tells the truth, is fond of dilating on a great 
wassail held, within the memory of man, by gome of the nrdeot 
spirits of the town, and it is hinted that the doings of that ereiu 
irig scaled the doom of this ancient bridge. 



§ S. Grauual devklophent of the town in the times ov the 
BiUTONs, Saxons, Normans and Modern English. 
The origin of most English cities is lost in the darkness of 
past ages ; hke the heroes of anli(]ui(y, whose origin is referred lo 
the gods, so the foundation of our towns and cities, jbr aught 
that we know for certain to the contrary, may be co-evai withi 
the ground on which they stand. But even this obscure subjecti 
may, now and then, be satisfnetorily iUuptrated, if not altogethcf 
cleared up. Man's operations always partake of a certain characteTt 
resulting from his physicnl conformation, his natural tcndcncia> 
and other peculiarities. The first inhabitants of our onci^ 
cities, no doubt chose tlieir sites with reference to their conveni* 
eiice as places of habitation. A mere glance at the position ot 
W^ilney from the roads leaditig to Burford and Hampton cannot? 
fail to suggp-st to the mind of the antiquarian the true etymologj^ 
of the name Witney, and the reasons which led to its beii^ 
chosen as a place of habitation. W'c learn from Ca?spr'3 Cor' 
mentories, written about 50 years before Christ, that the 
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people o{ this island had fortified places or strong-holds in the 
depths of their forests^ surrounded by marshes, stagnaat lakes, 
thick underwood^ and, in short, by any such natural productions 
as served to render them difficult of access, if not absolutely 
impassable to an enemy. The approach to Witney in the direc- ' 
tion before-named, leads the mind to picture to itself the same 
scene, removed back nineteen hundred years, lo the days of Cjesar. 
The stream of tlie Windrush, flowing with a tolerably fast current, 
towards the south-east and possibly in those ancient times making 
a continual marsh of the meadows on both sides of it, skirts along 
for some hundreds of yards on the north east a large round emi- 
nence of land, standing perhaps 50 perpendicular feet about the 
bed of the river, and covering several acres of ground. This 
eminence is, again, protected on all iis other sides by a marsh 
where now flows Emma's dike : but this artificial channel had 
not been cut in the times which we are now describing, of the 
Ancient Britons. 

The whole country, and not only Bampton, might at that time 
fairly be said to be in the Bush. Certainly, the meadows round 
Witney would soon, if left to themselves, generate a growth of 
trees and underwood, which would make it extremely difficult for 
the foot of man to find a path, except in such track-ways as lay, 
possibly, in different directions, and guided the natives to their 
hidden woodland fastness. To complete the fortication which 
best suited our primitive forefathers, a few trees felled and fallen 
ill a row, formed the inner ramparts of the fortress which some- 
times contained all the wealth and protected all that was dear lo 
the British tribes. 

Such, once, was Witney, whilst the Briton was still free from 
Boman dominion, and, })ossibly, it retained the same character 
until the landing of Hengist and Horsa brought into our island 
a new race of men who have handed down to us their descendants 
some of the most valuable features of character that have ever 
been stamped on any race of men. 

To the Saxons, possibly, may be ascribed the erection of the 
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mound or eurtii-work, which certainly once snrroundeJ this town, 
and of which a zealous native antiquary — Mr Langford, assures 
me he has found traces still existing. At all events the uame of 
the Mount-house senms to point to such a theory, tliough this 
argument also is not quite conclusive, because the name of that 
ancient house may quite as well be supposed to describe the ele- 
vated position or movnl on which it stands as the mound which 
may have run rouml the town. The traces of the mound are, 
however, more plain in the neighbourhood of that house than at 
any other part of the circuit. 

Bat, if Witney received any tresh peculiarity of character from 
the Saxons, it certainly takes its name from the occupation of that 
busy and plodding race of men. The WiTiN-EYE, or, as it is bIbo 
written in the Anglo-Saxon or old English dialect, WiTAN-iei, 
evidently signifies the island of the wke men ov of the Parliament ; 
it is well known that the Saxons, — far more respectful in that par^ 
ticular towards their senate than we their descendants — always 
attributed imgdom as the chief and in fact necessary virtue of their 
representative!. Thus the word Witnoy meany etymologicall; 
Parliament Isle, though no record has been handed down to us 
to tell tor what reason such a name was given. There is a lar^ 
house still named Parliament House at the corner of tlie Crofts 
lane, which, to the minds of some, conveys a tradition concerning 
the etymology of the name Witney ; but other persons, perhaps 
too much given to matter of fact and insensible to the deiusioiu 
of fancy, reject the notion altogether. 

As the Saxons were never famous for architectnrfll cVill, it iai 
useless toexpectthat any traces of their buildings should be found 
in Witney ; but it was absolutely necessary that they should have 
soroe mode of crossing the Windrush at the foot of the town, 
and there was, therefore, probably a bridge of stone over that 
river even in the Saxon limes; but the entire removal of the old 
bridge has cut off all hopes of verifyiTig this supposition, nor 
can we |ioi[it to any other buiding which contaius any remnant 
of the Saxon times. I'jven the church seems to be, in all its parts^i 
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According to the words ot this instrument, the bishop of Win- 
cbesler demised to the lessees, " All that the manor or lordship 
uid borough oE Witney, iu the couiitj of Osford, with all their 
nghts, mrmbers, appurtenances, and all messuages, mills, kuds, 
leneoients, meadows, leaaows, piisturea, commcnis, wastes, heaths, 
Buods, underwoods, reots, reversions, services, courts, peniuisites 
of courts, reliefs, heriots, fines, amerciaments of green wax, and 
other amerciaments, wards, marriages, parks, warrens, chases, 
liberties, franchises, privileges, waifs, cstrajs, felons' goods, and 
chattels of outlaws, deodands, manures of tlic teaants, and all 
other profits, commodities, and hereditaments, with aU and singular 
their appurtenances whatsoever to the said manor or borough, or 
to any of them in any wise belonging or appcrtaiiiing, or that be 
or have been accepted, reputed, taken or known as part, parcel, 
and member of the same manor or borougii ot or any part thereof, 
(esccpt and always reserved out of this present demise unto the 
said lord bishop and his successors the parsonage and advowson of 
the Rectory of the parish cliureh of Witney aforesaid, and all great 
timber trees growing or hereafter to grow in or upon the premises 
ot any part tliereof: And also Except all that fiirm with the 
appurtenances called or known by the name of Curbridge now or 
late in the occupation of Joyce Weston or her assignee or assigns, 
nnder-tenant or under-tenants. And also Except all that moiety of a 
fulling mill, parcel of the said manor, and all those lands called or 
known by the name of Burrough Crofts, late in the possession of 
H. Box estp, his assignee or assigns, under-tenant or under-tenants. 
And also Except all such right of common, as the tenants or 
inhabitants of the manor or borough of Wituey of right ought to 
Lave in any ot the wastes, moors or commons, belonging to that 
manor or borough." 

Manj other persons, besides the bishop, poasess mills and 
estates, within the manor, of various tenures, and there iue a great 
many estates of copyhold, or customary freehold tcimre, alienable 
oiily by surrciuler at the lord's court baroii. 

Tlie lord holds a court-lcet annually for the manor, and also 



IlisTotT or WnXKi. 



hese courts the fl 



one for the niicieut borough of Witoey. At these 
preseni eiicroBchmeiils of the waste, aiid their perse nt menu 
recorded on the rolls of the manor. The fee uf the vaste or »il 
of the manor ia in the lord, subject to common rights. 

The court-roils of the manor occupv some forty volumes, now 
ill the custody of James Wesltll esq. coroner for the coaiilj of 
Oxford uid deputy steward of the manor- 

The fotlowiiigia the form of a surrender and admission to rapjr- 
hold property taken from ihe conrt-ruU^ : and we find that the 
same form has been hterally adhaed to for two or three cm- 
tunes. 

THE HANUR OF WITNEY A court barok of the iwst 
WITH ITS APPIRTEX.AX- noble George duke of Mul- 
CES IN THE COUNTl OF borougii, farmer of the Eight 
OXFORD. Beverend FalheriuGodCharles 

Kichard lord hisbop of Winchester, tbeie holdeii on the . . . dny 
of ... in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred Bud 
forty by James Westell esq. deputy steward of the said manor. 
The homage (to wit) 
A. B. 
C. D. 
E. r. (sworn) 

At this court came A. B., a customary tennnt of tlie saii 
manor, and in open court, in presence of the homage aforesaid) 
in consideration of the sura of £ ... , surrendered into tht 
hands of the lord of the said manor, by the hands and acceptan'S 
of his said deputy steward, by the rod, according to the custom 
of the said manor, one collage &c. (parcel). To the use aiii! 
behoof of C. D. of &c. kc. and his heirs for ever, according to 
the custom of the said manor by pledges; aud the said C. D., 
being present here in court, prayed to be admiited tenant to 
the same premises with the appurtenances. To whom the lotil 
of the said manor, by liis said deputy steward, hath given smiA 
thereof by the rod To have .\sd to hot.u, the same premises witb 
the appurtenances, unto the said C. D. and his heirs for eveTi 
according to the custom of the snid mauor, by and under all ll* 
ancient rents, customs, and services thereof due and of right ac- 
customed to be paid, done, aud performed. Aud the said C, P- 
is admitted tenant thereunto, but his fealty is respited until &c. 
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Fines am paid on admission, which are certain, and appear ou 
the margins of the rolls. Tiiej aie trifling in amount, and irregu- 
lar in respect of the value of the property, usually two ahillinga 
3B acre, and shout one shilling on a house or cottage, and even 
where house or other prop^ty becomes ot large valucj the fines 
rantinuB the same. Heriots are rare, but in some cases found 
charged like the fines in the mnrgin of the rolls, and then paid on 
ndmission of the heir. They are also fixed like the fines, and run 
from 2 to 3 or 5 guineas, according to the size or value of the 
property. 

The fees of the court are also fixed and certain, and payable to 
(he steward on surrenders, admissions, presentments &c. 

The steward of the manor is called the Sub-seneschal j and in 
one of the old books there is this memoranilum : 

"There ys of Sarte laud in the t)-thing of Ilayiley 14SS akers, 
and of Custommary 20 jard-land. 

There ys of Sarte land in the Tything ot Cnrbridge 70 akera; 
and of customary SO yard-land. 

There ys of Demaine land in the Tithing of Curhridge 118 
akers. 

There ys of Sarte land in the titliing of Crawley 22 akers and 
a roodes and of Purpastre 2 akcrs and 3 roodes and of Custum- 
mary yard-land 10 jard-landes and a half. 

The summe ot the whole rent of the Sort lauds and Custum- 
Hury lands and Demayne Lands and Perpaster of the lordsliippe 
of mtney ys Ixsi //. 3s. 

So tliere ys over the knowledge-money vli. ii». vrL" 

At the time of the Commonwealth the possession of Witney 
manor was of course taken out of the hands ot the bishops ot 
Wncbest«r. It is not necessary to trace the republican proceed- 
ings minutely, but iu 1651 we find the Hon. AVm Leuthall hold- 
iug the manor; in 165S he is styled the Rt Hon. Wm lord 
Unthall. In 1670 occurs the name of Henry lord Comb ury ; 
aid soon afterwards, of Henry earl of Clarendon, and Laurence 
earl of Rochester, aa lessees under the bishop. 

The conrta o! the manor are held at the Mount-House and at 
St^Ie Hall ; probably the hitter place has been introduced merely 



26 



History of WmnsT. 



for the convenience of an inn to supply with refreshment the 
varioua partir.s who attend the court : there do not nppear to be 
traces of its having any other connection Tvith the manor. 

In some old extracts about Witney i liave noticed the remark 
that in the year 1171 bishop Blois gave the manor to his new 
foundation of St "Cross at AViiichester, hut have not met with 
any authority for this fact. 

§ 10, The Parish Church. 

The parish church o£ Witney is a most spacious building si- 
tuated at the southern extremity of the town, in the township 
of Curbridge, one o£ the bamlets of the parish of Witney, and is 
seen with great advantage from the church green. It forms also 
a very elegant object when seen from the neighbocring hills in the 
general view of the town. 

The elementary form of the huildiug is that of the Latin ciroB^ 
and it consists of a nave, chancel, north and south transepia, 
which are peculiar in their design, each having an aisle on its 
western side. The nave, also, has north and south aisles, saH 
at the north-eastern end o£ the building there is a privat* chapel 
or chantry belonging to the AVenmaus, who formerly resided 
in the neighhourhood. 

Commencing our survey ot the CKterior at the north ioat- 
way, we will make a circuit of the church, jotting down a fmr 
notes, antiquarian and arcliitectnral. 

The north doorway faces the town, and, from its position, 
forms the usual eutrauce. It is the oldest part of the church, I 
being built in the Norman style of architecture, and consisting \ 
of a semicircular arch supported on short columns surmounted by | 
capitals characteristic of the period, apparently about the com- I 
mencement of the 12th century. The original head of the arch | 
has been removed and replaced by a substantial but clumsy piece j 
of modern masonry. A beak ornament, probably from the mouU ' 
dings ot the original arch, may bu seen, imbedded in the plaster, I 
on the west wall of the nave. Over the door is a vacant canopied \ 
I various parts of the north 
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WiHiin the doorway is an arch of tke same sty!e aud date — be- 
tween these arches is a porch with a atone beuch on either side. 
Ofcr the porch is a small room containing a chimney, and having 
w opening into the charch. 

Proceeding to the left, we come to the aisle of the north 
transept, lighted by a decorated window. 

Adjoining this aisle, is the transept itself, which was apparently 
ramraenced in the 13tli, enlarged in tlie llth (when probably its 
sisle was added), and again altered in the 1 5th century ; at least, 
we may so conclude from the forms and proportions of the arches, 
buttresses, mouldings, &c. ; those nearest the tower being in the 
early English style (prevalent in the 13th century), those more 
distant in the decorated style {in vogue in the 14th century), and 
the clerestory (evidently added at the time of the substitution of 
Ik low tor the high-pitclied roof) in the perpendicular style. 
Again, an original lancet-shaped early English window has been 
displaced by one in the perpendicular style. The north window 
of this transept is remarkable for its elegant tracery, and is en- 
graved in some architectural worka. 

We nest come to the chaucel, which, with tlie exception of 
one or two alterations, is in the Early English style of the 13th 
century. 

At the Junction of the Chancel with the South Transept, is the 
eutrance to the belfry. 

The south transept, like the north, was originally early Eng- 
liah, a few lancet windows still remaining, but, like the northern 
transept, has been heightened by a clerestory, and also extended ; 
tfie additions being in the perpendicular style, of the 15th and 
beginning of the Ittth centuries. On the rast wall, near its 
Soathern extremity, are traces of a hifjhpitched roof surmounting 
u equilateral arch, ^loiuting out the former situation of a chantrv, 
idiich, after being for many years used as tbe residence of the 
Kxton, was entirely removed in the year 1S20. 

The aisle on the west side of this transept was, moat likely, 
built at tho period of the above mentioned additions to this part 
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ol the church, and presents tine Epecimens of the late perpendicu* 
lar or Tador style, which obtained during the reigns of the Tudoi 

family. 

The nave and it^ aisles are also characterized by this style of 
arehitectnte. The west doorway of the nave and the window 
above it, are worthy of particular attention ; the latter was jadi- 
cioualy restored, under Mr. Deekick's superintendence, a few 
years since, and presents to the eye a peculiar style of tracery, 
evidently of a late period, and partaking somewhat of the £Uza> 
bethan character of mouldiDg, but, nevertheless, very beautif ol and 
imposing. 

The Wesmas's aisle is attached to the north aisle of the 
nave- It is a small building, lighted by two fine decorated win- 
dows (1-ith century) and two modern imitations, of the debased 
style of architecture. This chapel communicates with the church- 
yard by a doorway surmounied by an oge^ arch, ornamented by 
ballflowers ajid crockets and terminated by a finiak 

The tower, with its fine steeple, is, aa is usual in churches ot 
this form, at the intersection of the nave, chancel, and transepts. 
It is ot the early English style, and is surmounted by a spire, 
flanked by four pinnacles, of the same date ; the proportions of 
the whole being universaliy admired. 

In the InterioT of the church we End, — in the chancel a fine 
altar-piece, representing Moses displaying the tables of stone vrith 
the decalogue, behind which is a reredoa in the style of the 17th 
century, handsomely carved, but not in keeping with the surroun- 
ding arcliitecture. There is also an ancient piscina, together 
with some remains of the stone aedilia for the priest and deacons 
in celebrating mass. The painter of the altar-piece is unknown, 
but a name may be seen in the lower left corner, which belongs 
not to the artist, but to a person who was a tew years since employ»- 
ed to clean the picture. On the north aide of the altar-piece it 
a large flattened decorated ogee arch, containing at fte east side • 
small double arch, one compartment ot which forms the piscina, the 
other an nmbrie or locker- At the west side is another smaller arch 
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ntrsoauttDg a credence table. Between the two, a modern 
monument has been inserted, wlueh has, probably, taken the place 
of some more ancient decoration. 

The corbels in the north transept are formed of large full length 
draperied figares, but are much defaced. Under the north window 
of the transept are two monnmenta in elegant decorated niches, 
embellished with foliated ogee arches ; thej respectiveij contain a 
male and female figure, but the names of the persons interred are 
anknown, and they furnish no intormaiion which will enable ub to 
wsign their dal«, "But Tam strongly inchned," says Mr Symons 
in his MS. Collections ITT, 318, "to imagine that they are of the 
reign of one of the Edwards, probably of Edward the First ; and 
lliat they had originally been placed in the niches nnderneath. I 
BJDJeetiirc that the Door has been raised, and that they were then 
moved to their present position, which was the original termina- 
liou of the window. This was perhaps done when the window 
»as shortened and filled up with open tracery in a debased style, 
which with the roof I am incHned to assign to the commencement 
nlHie reign ot Hen. Vill, that is, about 1510. In the same tran- 
■ sept is a monument to Hbnry Box, who founded the free-achoolin 
the town ; it beara dale 1662. 

[n a gallery erected at the end of the nave is a good organ 
pren by DocTOE Levbeett. 

Wbnman's Aisle, {now used as an Infant School), communi- 
cates with the north aisle of the nave, from which it is separated 
hyan ugly wooden screen; it contains several Family Monuments, 
the oldest being an altar tomb n-itb brass figures inlaid. 

Its wooden roof is indifferently painted in resemblance of clouds, 
lefl, white, and blue, abundantly interspersed with gilt stars. 

The tower is supported, as is usual in cruciform churches, by 
fcttr arches resting on clustered columns. 

The pulpit, of the same date and style as the reredos, is of oak, 
■id elaborately carved. 

Kie front is of stone, but apparently of modern date, and by no 
Mans ornamental or interesting. 



HlSTORV OF WlTNBY. 

Tlie wliole interior is remarkable for its elegaut proportions, 
and were the present high-backed pews and raised floors removed, 
few country churches would be fouDtl, in this respect, to excel 
that of A\'ituey. 

As to any thing like a history of the building we have no source 
of information but the dates of the various styles of architecture 
appearing in the edifice. 

The north doorway is in the Norman and earhest style in the 
church. Of course there was, originally, a church to which this 
porch was attached, probably occupying, to some extent, the 
situatioa of the present nave, and consisting o£ a single aisle. 
This was a very common form of church, and, was, probably, 
suited to the requirements of the parish at the time it was built; 
but population increasing, demanded accommodation. Xn the 
13th century, we imajfine, the tower, chancel, and transepts were 
added; the latter, hower, nut being so large as at present. — ^The 
original church would thus form the nave. 

In the following century (1-lth), tlie north transept was 
lengthened and an aisle added to its western aide, Froaii 
remains in tlie interior, we may suppose this aisle to have been a 
chantry or private chapel, and that it had a separate altar, with its 
various appurtenances. At this period also Wen"man'3 Aisle was 
added to the nave. 

Again, in the 15th century the original Norman building ap- 
pears to have been remodelled, {with the exception of the porch,) ' 
anil the present perpendicular nave and its aisles built in its 
stead. 

At the same time the south transept underwent great alter- 
ations ; its length was increased and an aisle added to its west side, 
as was done in the preceding century to the north transept, and 
the chantry before mentioned was now, probably, added to its | 
eastern side. At this period also, all the roofs of the church were ' 
reduced from a high to a low pitch, the walla of the transepts 
being raised and perforated with windows, forming clerestories. 

I conclude tliis general uotice of the church with an extract of a 
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letter bom Mr Langford, whose researches into the past history of 
this town have served to clear up many interesting points, and 
rdlsct great credit open their author. 

London, Oct. 19, 1851. 

My guesses at the ancieut ecclesiastical condition of Witney arc 
istiiet conjectural, though not without probability. The follow- 
ing consideradoiis are at your service. 

It is a known fact that almost all Saxon towns had several 
dinrehes, for example Wailingtord ia said to have had 14, of which 
tnly 10 or 1 1 can be made out, and oidy 3 remain. Dorchester 
contained several, of which not a trace remains. And tradition 
ifiirms that in Staalake and its neighbourhood there were 17, 
pmbably including the townships of Old and New Shifford, 
Brighthamjiton and the two Britteiitons. (Tlie annual custom of 
Teading a " gospel " in the vaults of one of the inns at Slanlake 
may point out the crypt of one of the number.) 

There ia reason therefore to suppose that a town like Witney, 
still flourishing when Shittord was in ruins, was supplied with 

iMveral churches, 
The term " parish " in early tiroes rather implied the neigh- 
bourhood of a church, than an actual boundary. Wliile in the 
Biodera sense ot the term it is ofteu made to include a whole 
Binor and hamlets, irrespective ot the ancient parishes. The fact 
of Witney being a rectory, a vicarage, and a chapelry, each with a 
mest, as is proved by the Valor Ecclesiasticus ot K. Henry 
Vin, goes far to strengtlien the conjecture, that like other 
considerable manor towns, it had formerly more than one 
charch. 

ITie present market place and church green were open on 
tbe eastern side to the ramparts, and the principal street was 
Corn street. The usual cross way was formed by Duck Alley 
Slid the alley leading to Buck lane and the mills. At that point 
(he street widens towards the west, and forms the centre and 
ii Kuntnit of the hill on which the old town stood, 'llie name of 
f^ Odth Street has its origin in the pitched Com Market of those 
(iines, and it is not likeiy that such a spot should be without 
n ebnrch. 

Near to churches were usually (he sites of Inns or Hostelries, 
ind the sign of " The Bell " was most readily suggested by the 
cnrfew bell of a contiguous parish church. The ancient Bell here 
in Com Street leads us again to the same spot, in search of 
in oratory and a belfry. 
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ImmBdiately adjoining to Duck Alley waa an old house (now- 
removed) in which were some traces of ancient ecclesiastical 
architecture. Tliis house was the property of the Bailiffs and may 
therefore possibly indicate the very site of an old Town church. 
Tlie manor coart-rolls might throw some hght on this subject if 
examined. (The house in the middle row, for many years in 
my father's possession, is described in the rolls as " The Chnreh 
House. " Might not this also be the site of an ancient church ?) 

It may be remarked also that the ancient parish ways from 
Hailey and Curbridge led into Corn Street, the former by the 
Alley near to Mr Collier's Blantet Manufactory, by which road 
all funerals passed, prior to the erection of Hailcy Chapel ; and 
the latter by a paved way from the edge of the rampart towards 
Burwell, into the Crofts lane. A part of this ancient paved road, 
and traces of the rest are still in existence. 

Let we add likewise, that the mount was a strongly fortified 
plnce, described as " The palace of the Bishop of Winchester," 
and the present church and rectory were included within the 
circuit of its ditah and "Vallum. The rectangle thus enclosed was 
therefore probably a pecuhar or extraparochial place, and it still 
is excluded by the boundary of the present parish and township of 
Witney. 

Owing to the want of details respecting the "BDi^a do 
'Witteneye in the "Rotuli Huiidredorum" of K. Hen. Ill, we 
are deprived of many interesting particulars of its ancient state, 
vrhile in the case of some towns these rolls present a complete 
list of streets, lanes, houses, mills, and other properties. But as 
the barony of the whole manor, with the Borough of Witney, 
and the hamlets, (excepting that of Carswell or Caswell, which. 
was held of the king in chief,} belonged to the lordship of the 
Bishop of Winchester ; therefore the royal taxes were levied npon 
him in gross; and, it any particulars are extant, they would pro- 
bably be found in the archives of the bishopric. 

From what little is known of the state of the Saxon churches in 
this country, we cannot imagine much resemblance between them 
and those of the middle ages, when the popes of Kome and 
the kings of England levied taxes at their will upon the goodf | 
and possessions of the clergy. 



J U. p4TttoK8, Rectohs, Vicars. — BecToaY OF Witney &c. 

It has been remarked, in the last section, that the living of 
Witney ia both a rectory and a vicarage. This peculiarity ia 
not confined to Witney ; for it occurs in numerous other parishes 
tU over Eiiglani; but it is suEiiciently rare to require that it 
should be not passed over without notice, and may lead many 
readers, who are not fully acquainted with the old church system, 
(o ask what is the difference betwcn a rectory and a vicarage, and 
to what circumstances the distinction owes its origin. The 
following observations therefore will not be thought out of place. 

Those persons who first gave lands or tithes to a church, were 
lieemed the Patrons of that church, and they and their suceessors 
presented the Parsoa or Rector. Many of these patrons, sensible 
that they were only trustees of presentation, and thinking tliera- 
tdves often not so well qualified to jadge of proper ministers as 
religious societies, assigned over this right to some fraternity. 

These religions societies, afterwards, consulting their own pri- 
vate interest, more than their honour or conscience, contrived, 
npon some pretence or other, to beg or buy licenses from the 
pope, to usurp the estate of which they were originally only guar- 
diana, and to apply the revenues for ever to their own use, or 
perhaps, if deterred by conscience from such wholesale plunder, 
they, nevertiielesa, reserved to themselves a large portion of the 
revenues accruing from the benefice in question. Thus the religi- 
flB9 society now combined in itself two characters, and was at the 
Hune time both Rector and Patron of the same churcL But if 
tlie convent possessed of this species of property, happened to be 
al! monks or laymen (no unusual circumstance in those days), they 
were obliged to employ a secular priest to perform the service of 
the church, and this led to the introduction of another official 
personage, not known to the church in her earlier and better days. 
The priest chosen to represent the monastic Rector, was named 
ViCAB, i, e, vicadtts deputy, and he derived his income from an 
ammgeinent made between him and the religious house which he 
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represented. The rectorial laud or tithes were appropriated for 
ever to tlie convent, anci their deputy appointed to receive the 
smaller kind oi tithoa, with the use of part of the rectorial house, 
or (more commonly) a separate residence, together with aome 
other emoluments, according to the directions of the bishop or 
the pope. This deputy or Vicar, was not removeoble by the 
Society which had appointed him. 

There is another species of incumbent, distinct from the two 
former, but partaking more of the nature of a rector. This is 
the perpetual Curate, who derives hia income, not from tithes at 
all, but generally from some fixed sums of money, issuing oat of 
lands, the funds. Queen Annc'a bounty, or attached as a rent- 
charge to aome real property in the parish to which it belongs oi 
elsewhere. It may be added that a fourth kind of perpetual in- 
cumbency has been created of late years by the erection of district 
chapels and other places of worship in the neighbourhood of Lon- 
don and other populous places. The clergymen, appointed tc 
tliese, generaUy pass by the more simple title of ministers, and 
derive their incomes from pew-ieiits, money in the funds, surplice 
fees, and various other sources. 

According to this view, the office of Rector is more ancieal 
than tlint of "Vicar in the English church : bnt it is hard to fii 
the time when that of vicar was first introduced, llthes wer» 
certainty paid before the Conquest, but so little is said aboal 
them that we cannot say with certainty whether they then 
formed the principal part or were merely one item among otheis 
of the priest's income. Jn Domesday Book they are mentioned 
sometimes, but not often. The monks were too cunning not fo 
take an early opport.unity of appropriating them to themselves. 
In the case of Britton and Ward [See Palmer's Reports iU]i 
Mr Noy says that vicarages are much earlier than the reign of 
king John, and that there are many such in Oxfordshire. In the 
fourth year of Henry the Secoud a vicarage was created by pc^ 
Alexander the Third, and the successor of the parson conld Mt 
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lemove the vicar, bocause he was a perjietual vicar, Dbcbet. lib. 
I de OtEicio Vicarii, lit, 13. In the second jear of Ileiirj Ul, a 
fine was levied ot a parsonage, except the advowaon o£ the vicarage, 
which proves that vicarages then existed. A great part of these 
sppropriations were made iti the time of Henry IH^ about the 
je»r 1259, when the practise of appropriating was become so 
freqoent that the nobility made a public remonstrance against it 
to pope Alexander IV. In the 6flth year ot Edward III, A. D. 
1376, a petition was presented to parliament, setting forth that 
the cells of the foreign priories, by reason of their appro- 
priations, did 30 devour the salaries due to llie parish- 
priests and curates, and so neglect the divine service in every 
parish, that they did more damage to holy church than all the 
Jesra ajid Saracens in tbe world. Such complaints were frequent- 
\j made in succeeding ages, and the council of Trent did some- 
thing towards remedying the evil. 

At the time of the Eeformation, about A. D. 1580, a plain 
wan, Henry Brinklow, (under the title of Roderie Mors) a mer- 
liant ol London, addressed a complaint to both houses, that most 
pirt of all the best parsonages and vicarages were appropriate. 
"It was amiss," saitli he, " that monks should have parsonages 
in their hands, and deal but the 20th part thereof to tJie poor, 
bkI preach but once a year," T!ie Reformation would have been 
fte proper time for sctthng these abuses, if hurry, or perhaps 
Klf-interest, had not prevented it. In the beginning of Philip 
Kd Mary's reign, the Lord Legate, Cardinal Pole, recommended, 
and some steps were taken, to dispose of the rectories impropriate, 
is the benefit of incumbents and vicars : but this act of the 2nd 
md 3rd of Philip and Mary was repealed in the 1st of Elizabeth, 
Hid the rectories, tithes &c. given to the crown, as they were held 
before the time of queen JIary. 

Since that time nothing has been done by puhhe authority 
tewuds making a proper provision for vicars and curates out of 
rectories, except the 29th of Charles II, for confirming and per- 
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petuatiiig augraeDlalions made by ecclesiastical ersoos o small 
vicarages and curacies. 

Archbishop Land procured o! kiDg ChaFtes to ^ve all impro- 
priations remaining in the crown within the realm of Ireland to 
that chnrch. And he farther projected, if he lived to see the 
repairs of St Paul's nearly finished, to move his majesty for the 
like grant from the high commission for buying up impropriations, 
and that he hoped to buy two in the year at least 

In the year 1649, the committee of the forfeited estates (A 
delinquents, out of such estates, and out of ihe dissolved bis- 
hoprics, and deans and chapters, frequently gave money to good 
purposes, such as mending roads, repairing churches, and maHng 
a competent addition to very many brings. * 

The living of Witney is both a rectory and a vicarage; the 
former valued, in the king's books, at £47. 9«. 4d., the latter ^ 
£9. 12«. 6(/. They were united, in the ninth year of Charles I, 
into one benefice, by the name of the rectory of Witney ; but all 
dues and fees are reserved as if they were still separate. The 
bishop of Winchester is the patron by virtue of his manorial 
rights and be bas altrays exempted the patronage from the lease, 
by which he has granted the rest of the manor. 

The emoluments of the Hving of Witney are very considerable) 
amounting to the large sum of £1800. 0. 0. from tithes, besides 
the rental of 124 acres of glebe land. The Act of Parliament, 
6th of Victoria, for the commutation of tithe came into effect in 
the year 1839, when the several parishes were assessed as 
follows : 

1. Witney township, consisting of 188 acres 3 roods and 10 
perches ; namely 

Arable, garden, &c. - - 114 1 7 

Grass - - - 57 33 

• See Naah's Worcestershire, v. II, p, 473. Kennet'a Parochial Anli- 
quitkes, Oucangu's G1o». ad vuces Afprofr. et Vicarii. Falht^r Paul of 
ziv. Ulackatonc '■ Commentariea and Sullivan's Law Leo 
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Waste, church green &c. 



Water, river "Wiudrush &c. 
Glebe 

Total 188 3 
Assessed fortitlies at £44 12 




i 1 

9 

2 1 

1 2 



;t, containing 2827 acres roods and 14 perches : 



1808 

696 2 

136 3 

78 2 

103 1 
3 



11 

Total 2837 14 
Assessed for tithes at £780 



I rood and 30 perches 
504 2 33 
74 
409 



8. Ceawlei, containing 1116 
Arable 

PQriisa 
Wood 
Coiamon 
Eoads 
Water . , . 4 

Total 1116 
Assessedj for tithes, at £205 



U 



17 12 

4 19 

1 30 

7 



4. CuEBEiDGE, containing 3076 acres, 1 rood, and 16 per- 
jhea ; of which 2812 acres 1 rood and 26 perches are subject to 
;he payment of tithe; 139 1 35 are tithe free: and 124 1 35 
ire glebe : 

Plonghedland - . 1843 2 18 

-Giaaa - - -. 909 23 

f Wood - - - 10 24 

' Boade - - - 28 2 22 

Water - - - 15 1 23 

Commou - - - - 1 36 
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Tithe-free) oi which 54 3 13 arc ploughed. 



and 84 2 22 are grass) 
Glebe 



139 i 



124 1 35 
Total 3&76 1 16 

Assessed, tor tithes, at £ 715 0, of which £ 30 isfoi 
the Glebe laiiJ. 

§. 11. The CiitittCH-BELLs. 
In the beKry o( the parish-church is a fine peal of eight bells 
the oldest oE which bears the date 1660, the others are all much 
later. The only iuformatiou which I can supply about their hia- 
toty, is to be gathered from the inscriptions upon them, 

1. Augustine Battj Thomas Saudere - - 1765 

2. Prosperity to the Church of England - - 1755 

3. May the Church for ever florish - - 1761 

4. Anthony Geeves, Ariihur Brooks, Wm Wearing, 

Philip Horn Churchwardens : Uenry Bagley 
made me Janaary the first - - - 1731 

5. Henry Dome, Michael Dolley Churchwardens 1765 

6. Ptoaperity to this parish and the Trade thereof 1755 

7. William Smith, William Tanner - - 1660 

8. I to the Church the hving call 
And to the grave I summon all 
J, N. Lawrauce, Hen. Salmon, churchwardens 1815 
J. Hears London Pecit - - - - 1815 

§. 12. The Paesonaok. 

Oa the western side of the church and within 20 or SO 
of the west window, standi the parsonage house, a large and 
posing building, erected by Dr Friend, a former Bector of Wi 
in compensation, as he has expressed it in an inscription, £or 
disadvantages of liis long-continued non-residence during his 
cumhencj. The house is built in the modern style, and fumiahea 
every accommodation for a large family. 

But the antiquarian's attention will be attracted by the small 
sketch given in thia volume, ot a low Gothic building called the 
Rectory in the 12th century. This antiquated aud modest struc- 
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tare WM stitt in existence not many years ago, and to drawings 
talBn beloie its destruction nc owe all that is now knowu 
iboQt it. 

§. 13. The Mount-Houhk. 
' In the modem house which passes under this name, are stiU to 
be seen massive foundations, narrow windows, and remnants oE 
arches, shewing that a larger edifice once stood upou the spot. 
The inequality of the groand in a circuit round it, and a high 
terrace extending for some distance on the top of a wall once 
embattled, shows that the pla<^e was of great strength, and it is 
supposed by sound antiquaries, to have been the palace or manor- 
hoDse of the bishops of Winchester. Little or nothing of its 
former grandeur still survives, 

§, 14, The Mahket, oa Bctteb Ceoss, 
This is a low building standing on round pillars; and has often 
been supposed to be an object of great antiquity. This, however, 
is not the case : it was erected by William Blake esq. of Cogges, 
in the year 1683, and was repaired, by a suhBcription among the 
townspeople, in ISll. It is said that a statue of the Yirgin Mary 
once stood upon the spot. 

§. 15. The Ibtant School. 
This institution owes its existence to the praiseworthy zeal of 
the present rector, the Eeverend Charles Jerram, hy whose exer- 
tions it was founded in 1836, and who still contributes mainly to 
its support. It is not easy to describe the good which results from 
this and other similar schools, to the working classes whose chil- 
dren are here taken care of whilst their parents are at work. Por 
the use of the Witney lufant school, the Wenman's aisle has been 
set apart, and separated by a partition from the rest of the churcb. 
There is accommodation for 120 children, hut the number of 
those who attend, varies according to the season of the year : 
being about 70 on the average. The present mistress is Miss 
Ifountford, to whose disinterested labours are to he ascribed the 
good results which daily flow from the institution. 
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SONH OF THE InPANT ScIIOOL CHILDREN, 

Thia is the Witney Infant School, 
Where we are taught the happy rule. 
To love our God and parents kind. 
And leave al! useless things behind. 
But wc must come with faces clean. 
Neat clothes — all whole — fit to be seen : 
And only a penny we do pay 
Per week for learning every day. 
Then let ua ail attend to time. 
Be there before, or just at nine : 
And in the aftenioon so true 
Be always in the School at two. 
Now we will all attention pay 
To all that our kind teachers say. 
And pray that God may bless our school. 
Its friends and every infant rule. 

§. 16. The National Schools. 

The Witney National Schools were first set on foot at a nuB»- 
rous and very respectable meeting held at the Blanket UaU, U 
Witney, on the 15th May 1813 : Colonel the Right Hon. Lorf 
l^rincis Spencer in the chair. 

On this occasion a society was "formed, entitled " The society 
for promoting the instmction of the poor in the town and neigli- 
bourhood of Witney, according to the general plan of the Nati- 
onal Society." 

Another resolution, moved by Lieutenant Colonel Weyland, aid 
passed unanimously, was the following : " That, considering the 
peculiar eircnmstances of the population of Witney and its nei^- 
bourhood, the schools formed by this society ahaU be open du 
Sundays, as well as other days, to poor children of all sects snd 
denominations, who wiU conform to the rules of instruction therein 
established ; that the children of Churchmen ahall regularly attend 
divine service in the Parish church ; and those of dissenters eitbeti 
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th« pariah church ; or at somo other legaiiy authorised place 
of pablic worship." 

Other resolniioiia were passed appointing directors and mana- 
gers, and requesting hia grace the dnke of Marlborough to accept 
the office of prei^ident of the society, for the year ensuing. 

The vice-preside tits appointed were — The resident minister of 
Witney (at that time The Hev. John Hyde M. A.) The Right Hon. 
Lord Francis Spencer, The Earl ot Abingdon, The Lord Bishop 
of Winchester, The Hon. Thomas Parker, Tlie Hev. Robert Bar- 
nard (at that time Rector though not in residence). The Earl o! 
Harcourt, George rredetick Stratton Esq., The Rev. George 
Richards, John Stratton Esq., Sir Felix Agar, W. E- Taunton 
Junr Esq., John Backsliell Esq., John Weylaiid Junr Esq. 

Twelve of the most respectable inhabitants ot the town were 
, sppoiiited directors, and Edward Batt I'lsij., was appointed treasurer, 
I and Mr Isaac Lawranee, Secretary, 

After several preliminary meetings, the directors purchased pre- 
mise originally a malt house, and several cottages, and converted 
tliemiuto schools at an expense ot nearly £400. It is much 
to he regretted that this step was taken, instead of building 
witable and commodious school- rooms in a central part ot the 
town, comm,ensurate with its population and importance. The dis- 
taguished patronage under winch the schools were originally 
filttnded would have justified the directors in building school- 
noms which would have been an ormiment to the town; and 
doubtless their efforts would have been tiberaiiy seconded with 
Iffipie pecuniary resources. 

The schools have latterly been placed uuder Government ins- 
fection, and trained teachers appoliited. I'upll teachers liavc also 
beenadded, two for each school, whose duties consist in assisting 
Ik master and mistress during school hours. The pupil teachers 
, ire apprenticed to the masterandmistresarespectively foraperiodof 
,G years, and receive evening instruction 5 days in the week- Should 
lleir conduct and improvement be satisfactory to her Majesty's 
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small but exceUent collection of books, by no means adapLeil Eor 
the piirpo8e3 ot such au institution, but some of tliem very 
valuable, aa for instance Walton's Polyglott bible, Eustatliius's 
commentary on Homer, and others. The statutes of the school, 
also, are kept fairly copied out on velium. Tliese by the original 
foundation, were first enacted by Mary Box the wife of the testa- 
tor : but additional orders have since been made. The latest 
statutes, bearing date 1805, are the following : 

" It is limited and ordained tliat in future the said school shall be 
free for the teaching of tlie Latin, Greek, and Hebrew tongues, or 
any of them, to thirty scholars, whereof all such children, whose 
parents now do or hereafter shall, at the time of their birth, in- 
habit the town of Witney — respect in the choice being had as to 
ten of such thirty scholars to the children of audi of the poor 
iobabitauts of Witney, as are not assessed for the maintenance of 
the poor — shall have the priority ot admission aa free scholars 
into the said school for ever. 

And if it shall happen at any time or times hereafter, that the 
children aforesaid shall not amouut to the number assigned, that 
then it shall be lawful for the master, by and with the approbation 
ot the visitors, to admit and receive into the freedom of the said 
KbDol, the children that now are, or hereafter shall be horn of 
sack parents which shall then inhabit within the parish of the 
town ot Witney, until the said number of thirty be completed : 
provided that the children born in Wituey, together with the issue 
ofEalph Bos, William Hill, and Edward Box, and the issue male 
of the whole blood of the founder, be not herein in any kind de- 
bwred of the privdeges intended them by the lath statute of 
the Said school, and which said issue of the said founder 
shill, according to the said 13th statute, be allowed by the 
muster the beat and most convenient chamber or chambers for 
their lodging, in the house belonging to the said school. 
Itbm ; It is ordained that every scholar, who shall be of the 
I (wndation of the said school, and whose purents are inhabi- 
it the said town ot Witney, assessed to the poor, and who 
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shall not be tlie issue of R-itph Bos, WilliaTn HiU, or Edward Box 
aforesaid, or the issue of the wjiole blood of the founder aforesaid 
shall pay to the master, besides the fee of 23. 6d. for admission 
pursuaut to the I4th statute of the said school the sum of £1 . Is. 
Od. quarterlj. 

And that every scholar, who shali be of the foundation of the 
mid school, and whose parents are inhabitants of the said town of 
Witney, and assessed to the poor, and who shal! not he the issae 
of Ralph Box, William Hill, and Edward Box oa aforesaid, or the 
issue of the whole blood of the founder aforesaid, that shall be in- 
structed in writing and casting accounts; under the 24.th statute 
of the said school shall pay unto the writing master the sum of 
five shillings quarterly, instead of the sum of one shillingordcred 
to be paid by the .soid Kith statute, and every other scholar o( 
the said school the sum of ten shillings quarterly, so long as the 
said writing master shall teach or instruct the said school or 
scholars therein." 

The Free-school of Witney, towards the beginning of the last 
half centnry, was the subject of much acrimonious dispute, in 
various ways, among the inhabitants. These have long siitoe 
happily ended, and are only to be remembered as having given 
birth to certain pamphletp, that are now looked on as literary 
curiosities. The names of them are here given. 

1. " The contract violated ; or, the hasty ninrriage. By John 
Goole, M. A. muster of the free school of Witney, and vicar of 
Ej-nsham, in the county o( Oxford. N. D. 8vo." It relates to 
a clandestine marriage between the author and Dr Hudson's 
daughter. 

2. "The present state of the tree-school at Witney, in Oxford- 
shire &c." 

3. "An answer (oa scandalous pamphlet, entituied The present 
state of the free-school at Witney, in Oxfordshire, kc. By John 
Goole, A. M. vicar of Eynsham, and master of the free-school of 
"Wituey in the county of Oxford. Oxf, 1721." 8vo. 

4. " Bfiinarks upon MrGoolc's answer to the preamt state id 
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free-sciiooi at Witney in Oxfordshire. By K. Collier. Ix)ndoji 
1721." 8v(j. 

§ IS. BottOCGH OP WiTNKV — OlD SiaL. 

It appears, from the various public records jiublished by the 
Becord Commissioners anti other?, that Witni.'y was once a 
borough-town, and returned 2 members to parhftmcut. 

The town was also once divided inlo six wards or tithings called 
1. Pater-Tioster Eow ; 2 West Ward ; 3. Middle Ward ; 4. Ward 
below bridge— infra poutemj 5, East Ward; and 6. North Ward. 
for each of these wards was appointed a wardsman : * their 
names appear for the first time in 1654, when also we have 
notice of a .Tury (generally consisting of from 16 to 20 men,) 2 
bailiffs "and 2 constables. They also appointed 2 leather- sealers 
(scrutatores et obsignatores corii), 2 ale-tasters (1656), 2 fish and 
flesh tasters (carnarii ct carnificea 1661) and 2 clerks of the 
market. 

In a manuscript preseri-fid in the- British Museum [Harl. 1095] 
'ft the following notice of an old Witney seal, of which a print 
will be foDDd in this volumC' 

"Visitation of Oxfordshire made 1574 by Bichard Lee gent. 
idiM Pottcnllia Marshall to Clarencieux ting of Arms, &c. — 

" WiTNKT. This is the auncient seal belonging and appertain- 
ing to the Towne and Borough of Witney in the County of 
Oxford, and at this present visitation was Wilbam Ehnes {or 
Elmer) and Richard Humphreys Bayleifes of the said Towne and 
Borongh, William Harris and Eobert Solye constables, William 
Mayor Sergeante, George Lason, Hobert Yeomans, William 
Hante, David Home, Wilham Hodson, wardsmen. Anno Domini 
1574, in the ivith yere ot Her Majesties Raigne." 

§ 19. The College and Staple Hall. 

Tt may appear strange to some of my readers that two buildings 

ao apparently unlike in every respect as the College, situated on 



• In Ihe Gentl 
■d > wtjeBnt." 



'e Mflgnzinc for May 1743, p. 261, " fuur wardsmen 
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"Witney Grwn, aad Slaple Hall, an inn at the tarthesi end oS ihe 
town, should be united logKlieras tlie subject of the eamesecUon. 
The reasons for my doing ao are these — and they tell all that 1 
have been able to collect about ilieae two buildings, Tbe 
former of tliem is old and ruinous, coiisistini; of a low rangso' 
rooms surronnding three aides of a court and atill containing a 
clia^Kl and hall almost entire. It is a tradttiaa that thig old 
building was erected for the use of the Oxford students, dimog 
the plague which in former times often prevailed in Oxford anil 
other cities. Many of the colleges were provided Tvitli retreatg ol 
this kind, in the neighbouring towns and villages. Tn the E«an- 
ties of Oxfordshire [p. 267], is the following notice which helps 
much to illustrate this subject- 

" At GarsingtoQ a house was built, in a quadrangular form, bj 
Sir Thomas Pope, founder of Trinity College Oxford, for thew- 
commodadon of his students when the plague prevailed in tk 
University. They twice took refuge in this boilding ; andj on 
both occasions, performed the same exercises of learning and de- 
votion as when at College." 

The College belongs to the Society of Corpus Christi CoUegeit 
Oxford, and was no doubt once used by them for a similar pnr- 

It is probable that Staple Hall was another of these eofe- 
giate offshoots; for that curious old topographer Lambatde, in 
his long account of Oxford, after speaking of the "Inne3"Mil 
" Halles," says, "I have hearde that theare hathe bene djvera 
others of this kinde, and it seameth true by the mjnes that )^ 
appear in syglite. I redd in a case {Enw. Ill) that theaie WW 
some tyme n house of learniiige called Staple Hall; but wheareit 
stoade, I have not hytherto learned." The proximity of Witneyto 
Oxford makes it extremely probable that the preaent Staple H»D 
at Witney is the one of which Lambarde speaks. 
§ 20. Thk Blanket-maniifactori — Bbewekies — Genekal 

TlliDB OF "WiTKEY. 

The town of Witney has long been famous for its manufadore 
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rf blankets, * equal, il not superior to any others in the world, 
lutbe year 1711, the blanket- weavers of the town, followiug a 
notion now long ago exploded, that restrictions protect commerce, 
sblaiaed from Queen Aiine a charter, erecting them into a com- 
jauy, consisting of a Master, Assistants, the number of whom to 
nn from eight to fourteen, two AVardens, and a Commonalty, of 
ibich the number was unlimited, every one whom it might concern 
ffid who was a duly qualified tradesman, having t!ie right to be- 
come a member. Immediately after the grant of this charter 
I body of bye-lawa were drawn up, and a variety of oaths institu- 
teJ, to be sworn by the different persons who should take office 
in this newly chartered compauy. The bye-laws, arranged under 
the head of the officers and subjects to which they refer, are con- 
tained in a thin quarto volume and the oaths are engrossed 
oa a large parchment roll similar in dimensions to that in which 
the original charter of the company is contained. The proceedings 
of the company are given in fourfolio volumes called court -books, 
from the creation of the company almost to the present time. The 
Ije-laws have, it appears, for the convenience of being brought 
hither under one general view, been copied out of these court- 
Wilts, from the different places, where they arc named as having 
Wn first enacted. 

The entries in the Court Books are of no importance, treating 
nostly of the admission of members, and fines imposed on those 
ulio had offended against the charter. The following specimens 
of the entries are amply sufficient to give the reader an idea of 
Itiar general nature. 



' In 1339, king Edward the Third iaaucd orders to the mayor siid 
b^Hi of Bristol renpeoling one Thomas Blanket, who set up looios 
llwre for weaving woollen fabrica. Probably bhitikets hare derived 
tlleir name from him. As regards Wittiey, the author has had a aignifi' 
cant hint given him that blankets form but a fourth pnrt of llie repuln- 
tjon of thit town. An old proverb makes it to bo famous for four B's, 
Beauty, bread, Leer and blankets. May it long retain its superiority in four 
inch eaaential elemenle of man's happiness ! 
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" List of thb ouiginal Colirt. 

Simon earl oi Harconrt High Sieward—ia\m White Master-^ 
Thos Early — Thos Jolinsons — Edw. Bird— Mich. Baugliin — 
Wm Kogers — Wm Jonea — Wm Townseud — TliosBoulton — John 
Baker— Solomon Davis — Robert Collier— John Cowell — Titua 
May—lfardeas : Wm Baugliiu — John Cowell. 

10 Mailch, 1711 Impriniis, at this meeting Q, Green a mem- 
ber of this company is linad 5s. for working witli his daughter iii 
a loom and at same time refusing to give work to Michael Poul- 
tou a JourueymaD «ho demanded it. 

At the same meeting Edward Button is fined 20s. for making 
a Stockful of Blanketting or Stuff for Pettycoats 36 yards long 
and 8-4 aud half wide, conLrarj to the good rules and orders of 
the company. On his submission and laying own his tines the 
same is respited to lOs. — 

7 Oct, iBl2 — At this meeting John Shorter a member of the 
Company is fined 3 several sums of 20b. for working 3 several 
times in hie loom with his apprentice and refusing to employ 
Journeymen who applied for work. On submission the same was 
remitted to XOs. At same meeting John Busson is fined 5 
several sums of 20s. for making 5 several stockfuls of a longer 
length than allowed by the bye-laws. 

1 To., 17M — Mr Thos Early is fined 20s. for raftking 
a stockful of coarse middles 2 yards and a half in each Blanket 

17 Makch 1715 — ^Mr Bobt Collier one of the assistants ia 
fined £10 for taking an apprentice before his former apprentice 
had served 7 years, so that he now had 2 apprentices. 

20 March 1720— At this meeting Mr Thos Early and Mr 
Michael Baughin are fined each It?, for leaving the court withont 
leave of the master. 

5 Mav 1721 — At this meeting it was agreed by the whole com- 
pany that the Teaat made by tlie late master at his going out of 
office was by direction of the said company : but it is also agreed 
that no Feast shall at any time hereafter be made for the wives of 
the members of the Company. 

20 Oct. 1730— Bartholomew Lilly is fined 2s. 6d. for putting 2 
apprentices to work in the same room : also he is fined 2s. Ud. for 
permitting his wife to work in the same room with a journeyman. 
Also Thos Wiggins and William Button, two of the commonalty, 
are fined 2s. each, for that at the last court, Ihey each of them 
gave vile, scurrilous and f/jproblous language to the master aud 
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il Fbb. 173B — Mf Aiitliony Geevts Master — \Vm Bird liav- 
tig called the master a Too] in opea court is fined 3s. 

18 JoLif 1748 — No member of this company shall employ any 
ionmeyman employed by another master without consent of t)ie 
latter nnder penalty of 40 shillings. 

14 Nov. 1745 — WKereas it was agreed that thia company 
■faould raise 30 men for the service of hie majesty in suppressing 
the present unnatural rebelhon, and it appearing to be agreeable 
to the government to liave the same paid in ready money {to wit^ 
one guinea tor each man, it is agre«i and ordered that the pre- 
sent mwler do pay (he sum of thirty guineas into the hand of 
the proper officer and take a receipt in lieu of the 30 men lo 
ferve as their quota in the Oxfordshire regiment oi foot command- 
ed by the Right Honorable Lord Viscount Harcourt. 

1771 — That Mr Gray the clerk do immediately take Mr Dcti- 
ning'a opinion, what method will be right to take to prosecute 
John Jones for exercising the mystery of blanket weaving and not 
being qualified. 

1773. 21 Dec. — Mr Jason Shepherd, the present master, is 
fined 20s. for making one stockful of 6 | 4 blankets wliich contain- 
ed one blanket more f tian permitted by the By-Laws. 

1782 ■ — It is unanimously agreed to purchase, erect, and set up 
an Engine tor Rowing Blankets upon the same construction as 
the company are informed ore used at Colchester &c. and that 
Mr Richard Lardner be empowered to take a stockful of kersey 
Blankets to Colchester to he rowed by the said Rowing Machine. 

1784. — It is unanimously agreed that in future no member of the 
said company be admitted to bring to the annual feast more than 
one person escept the master for the time being who may invite 
and bring 20 persons, his friends and Gentlemen of the neigli- 
bourhood and each of the Wardens may bring 2 persons." 

Not long after the incorporation of the company, a large 
hall was erected in the lower part of the town, in the style 
of the early part of the eighteenth century, in wliich blankets 
were weighed, measured, and marked, according to the terms 
ol the charter, meetings were held, fines were imposed on all 
deficiencies, whether of weiglit measure or mark, and all oth^r 
business of the company was transacted. 

The weaving-trnde of Witney has, of course, Ouctoated much 
during the 200 years that it has been established, and ils 
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fluctuations can now with difficulty be nscertainect. Bat it would 
appear from tbe following estraets from works published daring 
the last century, that the trade has at all times been very extensive, 
though at some times much more so than at others. At the same 
time, when the Hall was erected, the seal of the company, of 
brass, weighing eleven ounces, and still preserved with the court- 
books, was, it is to be presumed, manufactured, bearing the coat of 
arms, belonging to the London Weavers' Companv, surmounted 
bythewordsTHE BLANKET WEAVERS' SEAL. Thearms, 
which also appear under the clock on the front of Blanket Ilall, 
are blazoned thus ; A^ure ; on a chevron argent, between three 
leopards' heads, each having a shuttle in its mouth or, three roses 
gules, seeded proper. Cebst a leopard's head crowned with a ducal 
coronet, and a shuttle as before. Supporteks two weeverna 
ermine, winged or membered gulea. Motto Weave truth with 
trust.* 



• The reader will v: 



« here for introducing a apecimen of Wituar 



19 174S, in which ihis motto is alluded to. 

AN ODE TO PB&CE. 

UD'ny Peace I exlend thy plnloni 
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III an old book published about the year 1760, it is stated that 
tliere were iio less than three thouaaiid persons employed in the 
weaving trade at Witney- The same authority states that at that 
lime there were " 150 looms, 100 of which ace almost constantly 
employed in weaving blankets. Here is also a considerable manu- 
facture o! duffils, which are a yard nud three quarters wide, and 
ire exported in great quantities to Virginia and New England, 
for cloathing the American Indians, and are now much used in 
Great Britain for winter wear. Cots for hammocks, and tilt-cloths 
for barge-men, are likewise made in this town, and here are a 
great many fell-mongers, who dress and stain sheep skins, and 
make them into breeches and jackets, nnd sell them at Bampton." 

" It is computed, tliat 100 packs of wool are wrought there in a 
*eek. They scour the blankets at the Mills, erected on the river 
AVindrusb, whose waters are thought to have a more abstersive, 
nitrous quahty than others. A sort of yellow ochre, and a coarse 
king of gritty umber is dug near to the town, of great use to 
them. — " 

"Witney, Pec. 1. 1792. This town and neighbourhood exhibit 
s high scene of industry ; their foreign orders were never so ex- 



TTie lines occur in an old niBgazinc. 

li the writer could rise from Ills grave nt'er the lapse of a ceiitury, he 
might make many reflections on our present Btate of thinga. With tiie 
Mme pious wish for the bettering of the toht, tie might perhaps see the 
difficulty of making him hoth honest and a whio : nor would he discover 
that liberty had beeu dealt out to ua so fully as to drown our aoult. 
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tpnsive at tliis season of the year as at present ; and it is computed 
that no less a quantity than 80,0001b. of wool is consumed 
weekly in this place. In fact, the villages, for 14 miles, caooot 
spin enough for the demand. — " 

I subjoin another extract, which enters a little more fully into 
tiie details of tlie manufactory as it was carried en by the grand- 
fathers of those by whom the trade is now conducted : 

"Witney is very famous for its woollen manufactore, which 
consists of what they call kersey -jaeces, coarse bear-skins, snd 
blankets. The two first tbey make for the North American 
market, vast quantities being sent up the river St Laurence, and 
also to New-Tork, Boston, &c. Their finest blankets, which rise 
in price to three pounds a pair, are exported to Spain and Portu- 
gal; but al! of them are fir^t sent to London in broad-wbeei 
waggons, four or five of which go every week. The finest wools 
they work, come from Herefordshire and Woreester3h:re, and sdl 
from eight-pence to ten-pence a pound. The coarsest is brou^t 
from Lincolnsliire ; they call it Day-locks, and purchase it for 
about four-pence halfpenny a pound : it is used in rattkittg the 
coarse bear-skins. There are about five hundred weavers in this 
town, wiio work up seven thousand packs of wool annually. 
Jouriffiymeu in general earn, on an average, from ten to twelve 
shillings a week, all the year round ; but they work from four 
in the morning till eight at night- The work is of that nature, 
that a boy of fourteen years of age earns as much as a man. Boys 
and ^rls of seven or eight years of age earn from eighteen to 
Iwenty-pence a week by quilling and cornering. Old women ol 
sixty or seventy earn sixpence a day by picking and sorting the 
wool, A strong woman can earn from ten-pence to a shilling a 
day by spinning; and a girl of fourteen, four-pence or five-pence. 
They weave according to tlie season; in winter, kerseys and 
bear-skins; ready for shipping in the summer, for the river St 
Laurence; and in summer, blankets for home consumption, and 
to supply the markets of Spain and Portugal. The blaoketft 
usually purchased at home are about three-and-twenty and four- 
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'■id-twenty afailliDgs a pair, ten quartera wide, and twelve Iwig." 
One of the stages through which the making ot bUnkets passea 
n OsDed TueMng or Fulling. Formerly do clothier was allowed to 
be his DWD tucker. Hence this was a distinct trade, and recjiiired 
the apprenticeship o{ those who followed it. 

Tacking-mills were found all over the iieighbouriitg country, 
Itoe was one at Stanlake, of which the ruins weie in exia- 
B few years back. 

was one at least, if not two, at Bncklington. At 
sy were farm Mills at the end ot Mill Street, near the 
UmiBt, and Woodford or Waterford Mills, now called " Wit- 
ney Mills." 

New Mills were afterwards added. Then followed Crawley, 
Uinster, and Worsham, anciently Wolraareshain, and most 
probably at the Mills of Swinbrook, Widford, and Burford, 
especially the last, were stocks for fulling or tucking cloths. 

The restrictions which the incorporated body placed on the 
maauFactnre of blankets, however tliey may have been of use 
ifl the eighteenth ceiitur;, Liive, certaiuly, since the beginning 
of the nineteentli, been considered as doing more harm than 
good; for, though the company still exists, yet it is now forty 
jeara since they have, ceased to usurp any ot their old rights, or 
to impose fines, as the charter authorised, tor a breach of their 
laws. The old hall, with several appurtenances, was lately dis- 
posed of, by sale, to Mr Edward Karly, proprietor ot one of the 
present weaving establishments, and the company, though still 
holding occasional meetings, limit their deliberations, it is 
shrewdly suspected, to discussing the quality, — not ot blankets, 
but of other matters, wliich have the effect of preparing them for 
undisturbed repose, between aitij blankets that may happen to 
receive them, even if far inferior to tlaose wliich their own facto- 
ries can produce. 

Among other articles wliich fell, by sale, into the hands of Mr 
Early, tbeso deserve to be mentioned ; Ist aa old bible, given to 
the company, in 1748, by Mr White, the first master, 2d, a krge 
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paiutiag of Queen Anne, supposed by amateurs U) possess considei- 
able merit ; but this is a point, wliich must be left open for future 
decision when the picture shall have received a thoroogh cleaning, 
and its merits may be brought into a clearer light. This painting 
was given to the company by Simon Lord Harcourt, some time 
Lord High Chancellor ol Great Britain and second High Steward 
of the Witney Blanket weaving company. The bead of Queen 
Anne is surrounded by four angels, or other allegorical figures, 
and the style oE colouring is not unlike that adopted by Sir God- 
frey Knellcr. Tlie third article, that I shall notice, is a silver 
tankard, which also belonged to the company, but now graces the 
side-board of Mr Early, and ministers largely to the hospitality for 
which that board is famous. Happy is it for a land, when the 
fall of public institutions is lightened by the guiding hand of worthy 
private citizens, and when from the ashes of a public conflagration 
there springs up a crop of healthy vegetation to adorn the locaHtj 
where the parent tree had stood ! 

Such happiness is in store for Witney. Its blauket manufac- 
tories have not yet yielded to the decay which has gradually un. 
dermined the company. Six thriving establishments still remain, 
under the names n'liich I shall here enumerate, and, it possible, 
perpetuate. 

1. The firm of John Early aiid Co. working the Witney Mills 
and New Mills. 

2. Eichard Early : Witney Mills. 

3. Edward Early : New Mills and Farm Hills. 

4. Horatio Collier ; Crawley Mills. 

5. Richard Early junior: Worsham Milts. 

6. Early Brothers ; Blanket Hall. 
These six firms consume weekly, in the making of bfat 

druggets, girths, mop-yams, tilts, duffields, and other i 
articles, 120 packs of wool, each pack weighing 240 pounds., 
blankets vary considerably in weight, i. e. from one pound s 
quarter to 28 lbs, per pair, if we take 161bs as a mean avei _ 
between these two extremes, and suppose, for the sake of arg^. 
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ment that the whole yearly qaantity of wool is consumed in mak- 
ing blankets of that weight, we get the large number of 93, 600 
psurs o£ blankets maimfactured every year, the price, of which 
at 14s. per pair, would amount to no less than £(55520 — a result 
which shows that the blanket-trade of Witney is still flourishitig, 
thoagh it may, now and then, from temporary causes be exposed 
to the same fluctuations to which ail trades and professions 
are liable. The number o£ persons employed at the mills is up- 
wards of eight hundred, comprising men, women and children ; 
and at present these are all employed on the premises of their 
masters. The wool was formerly given out to be spun by cotta- 
gers, some ot whom lived at the distance of thirty miles from the 
tflwn; but this system was completely upset by the introduction of 
machinery about forty years ago, when large numbers of per- 
wnswere altogether thrown outot emplojment, and an opinion set 
afloat that the prosperity of the whole town had received a 
shock, from which it would be difficult for it to recover. This 
opinion, however, seems to be unfounded, for the check which the 
town has received of late years, may be traced, not to the decay 
ot its staple manufacture, but to the withdrawal of the coaches and 
other vehicles, as the result of the rail way- system before which all 
other modes ot conveyance must, of a necessity, disappear. The 
thoroughfare from Cheltenham, Gloucester, Hereford, and Wales, 
to London, once lying through Witney, has of late been transfer- 
red to the line of the railway, and three coaches per day, at the 
utmost, are now the melancholy survivors of the incessant swarm 
which once added life to the streets of Witney, and put money 
iuto the pockets of its numerous horse- keepers, publicans and 
stable-boys. This cause has certainly, of late years, thrown a 
partial gioom over the streets of Witney. But there are other 
trades which have risen in proportion as the prosperity of the 
hotels and coach proprietary has decKned. The breweries ot 
the town have lately attracted the pubbc notice. That of Mr 
Clinch, in particular, standing on the site of an ancient house, 
some of the Gothic windows of which are still remaining, ia 
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deservedly celebrated throusli tlie country for maiiy miles 
round. 

In short, though Witney is for from being a large or popnloac 
town, I do not find that it ever was larger or more popnlom 
th«n it is now, and no inference to the contrary, as far as I hxn 
been able to discover, can be drawn from any facts which have 
come to light respecting its past history. 

§ 21. Tradebmitn's Tokens. 

In a oolleotion of tradesmen's tokens made by the late vicar 
of Ensham, those strnck at Witney appear conspicuous for their 
number. Though these do not bespeak a, trade more extensive 
than is still carried on, yet, as a curiosity, the names which 
appear on them may be here arlded to terminate this brief ai wl 
imperfect notice of the trade of the town. 

Kichard Ashfield of Witney clothier. 

Thomas Brice of Witney his half-penny. 

Richard Dutton clotbier Witney his halfpenny. 

William Chamberlain iu Witney, 16G0, his halt-penny. 

John Gardiner in Witaey, hi5 halE-peuny T.C69, 

Leonard Goode of W^itncy 1057. 

Andrew Holioway of Witney clothjar 1659. 

William Hearn at the White Swan in W^itncy. 

John Jordain of Witney in the county of Oxon. 

Peter Katte at the 3 Jibbets in Witney his half-penny, 1A| 

John Palmer, 1650. 

William and Mary Sanders in Witney their half-penny, 

Thomas Ward 1668. 

Ralph Werge of Witney, 1653. 

Robert Wiily senior, his half-penny^ 

Wilham ritchett of Witney 1671. 

John Young 1655. 
§ 22. Games axd Popular Amusemekts — Accident a 
Plav-hodse — Ancient Mystbbies — Feasts— Waki 
Whitsuntide. 

Under the head of Games and Popular Amosements there is, 
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I lajr, very little remaining iu Witney to attract tlie notice of 
-who are interested in sucli matters. Tlie few remnants of 
Sports and Pastimes are rapidiy ciisB|ipearing, and this is, 
«vn opiniuD, a chaugc much to be lamented. The heart 
le Immblest man or woman was as much made for enjoyment 
u that of the queen upon her throne ; but what pleasures remain 
lor those whose life is one continued round of slavery and toil, — 
they may becoiue rich and luxurious, but solely that (.liey 
sure the necessaries of life ? It is an important consideration 
a great means of promoting good-will between the dif- 
iMent ranks of society has not been wliolly lost by suffering the 
old popular meetings to fall into disuse. The Greeks and Romans 
had their Saturnalia, and Old England once had its joyous holi- 
days, when master met man, no longer as liis superior, but as his 
fellow, his brother — and both, throwing off (he cares of business, 
enjoyed to the full the pleasures of the day, and retired, at even- 
ing's close, to rest, invigorated — not disabled — to meet the re- 
turning cares and vicissitudes of the morrow. But little of all 
this now remains ; the poorer inhabitant of Witney — I speak not 
to those who weekly and almost nightly meet round the well- 
loaded festive board, but to the more humble denizen of tliat 
indiiatrious town — he, I say, may ask " Where now are all the 
Ituces of these ancient things?" and Echo alone will answer 
Where ? all but the antiquary, who lives with the past, in the 
dasty corners of the garret, of the old college library, and where- 
ever else the customs of bygone times are still treasured up in 
irriting. He may be allowed to revive for a moment the memory 
of the past, even though the picture be too highly coloured by his 
friendly pen. It such be the case, and the description be found 
to rise above the reality as it once existed, it is a venial error to 
hallow the past which never can return. 

'Tia distance lends enchantment to the view. 
And clothes the mountain in its azure hue. 
Bat, to return from this digression, Witney has little to be 
recorded in the way of sports and pastimes. It would seem that it 
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iKvcr piMK9ied a public tbatre for tlie cxhifailion of dnmstie 
leprcMcntaliow, for so long ago as Feb. S, 1622, 1 find in an dd 
register the notice that a comedj was lepresentcd at tbe White 
Uait Inn, when fire persons were killed br the fidling in of the 
floor. I copT the following account of it {rom the Beantks of 
CHfordshire. 

In tbe seventeenth oentarr an accident occorred at Witn^ 

which was disastrous in itself, and b espedallj memorable 

from the publicity it gained through puritanical misrepiesentatioD. 

Xbe youDg and the gav of the town assembled, in innocent mer- 

fimenty to witness the performance of a dramatic piece. The 

flooring gave way, and several lives were lost in the geiiend 

downfall Instead of sympathy the sufferers met with execration. 

One John Rowe, of the University of Oxford, and " Lectuier in 

the towne of Witney/' published an account of the occniraice 

entitled ** Tragi-com(EDIa ; being a brief relation of the strange and 

wonderful hand of God discovered at Witney, in the Comedj 

acted there, February 3, where there were some slaine, many 

hurt, with severall other remarkable passages : together with 

^rhat was preached in three sermons on that occasion from Bom. 

i 18 : both which may serve as some check to the growing 

Atheisme of the present age. By John fiowe of C. C, C. in 

Oxford, lecturer in the town of Whitney. Oxf. 1652." The age 

must indeed be far gone in enthusiasm, which could be influenad 

by such imbecile ravings as those of Mr Rowe ; yet we are told * 

that this pubUcation contributed not a little to the suppression 

of plays at the period. We learn from the pamphlet that the 

piece performed was " Mucedorus, the king's sonne of Valentia, 

and Amandine, the king's daughter of Arragon; with the 

merry conceits of Mouse, &c." The actors were countrymen, 

and nearly all from Stanton Harcourt. They acted for pecuniary 

reward, and had performed their comedy in several adjacent places. 

Denied the use of the town-hall, they fixed on the White Hart, a 

principal inn at Witney. At seven o'clock in the evening the ] 

drum beat and the trumpet sounded, to announce that all was 
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Kodv. Men, women, and children, to the number o£ three limidred, 
attended the summons. The theatre o£ the night was a large 
spartmentj which had been used as a malting-room, having a 
part of it covered with earth to that purpose. The pky had 
[mtceeded for about au hour and a half, when a beam gave way ; 
and the flooring sank. The fall was uot tjuick, and the whole 
»ent into a room, where there was a shuffleboard, which was 
broken to pieces. All for a few dreadful moments wiis silence. 
At length such cries and groans arose as furnished the declaimer 
with several very pertinent allusions in liis three sermons to fioM. 
i, l*t ; and it was found that five were " slaine outright." The 
whole of the persoua killed on tlie spot were children j a woman 
had her leg broken and underwent amputation. Though these 
were " awful waruitigs," the sufferers were still few in number : 
bnt Mr fiowe closes the account by informing us "that sixty 
persons are said to have been much bruised." The old White 
Hart, in wliich this calamity happened, was part of an ancieut 
mansion belonging to the family of Yates, and stood in the mar- 
ket place. It is said that a tapestried room of this mansion was 
occapied by Queen Elizabeth duriiig one of het progresses in 
these parts. 

ka account of public pastimes of a religious nature once prac- 
fced in Witney occurs in old Lambard's account of England, 
thkh isj in foct, full of similar interesting narratives ; his words 
ue these. 

"In the days of cereinonial rehgion they used at Witney 
to ict forth yearly, in manner of a shew or interlude, the resur- 
rection of our Lord and Saviour Christ, partly of purpose to draw 
Uiitiier some concourse of people that might spend their money in 
the town, but chiefly to allure by pleasant spectacle the common 
sort to the liking of jiopish maumetry ; for the whicii purpose, and 
the more lively thereby to eshibit to the eye the whole action of 
the resurrection, the priests garnished out certain small puppets, 
representing the persons of Christ, the watchmeu, Mary, and 
others, amongst the which one bare the part of a waking watch- 
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man, who (espying Christ to ariae) made a continual noise like to the 
sound that is caused by the meeting of two sticks, and was there- 
of commonly called Jack Snaeker of Witney. The like toy I my- 
splt {being then a child) once saw in Paul's Church at London, at 
a feast of Whitsuntide, where the commynge down of the holy 
ghost was set forth by a white pigeon, that was let to fly ont of a 
hole, that yet is to he seen in the midst of the roof of the great isle, 
and by a long censer, which descending out of the same place 
almost to the very ground, was swinged up and down at such a 
length, that it reached with the one sweep almost to the west gate 
of the church, aud with the other (o the quire stairs of the same, 
breathing out over the whole church and company a most pleasant 
perfume of such sweet things as bnrned therein ; with the like 
dumb shews also, they used every where to furnish sundry parts 
of their church service, as by their spectacles of the nativity, pas- 
sion, and ascension of Christ, by their taking of ashes, covering of 
images, strewuig of flowers, bearing of palms, sounding of clap- 
pers, beating on bookcs, disciplirig on the heads and hands, ceas- 
ing of bells at one time, and sounding with bells, voice, and 
organs, like a black sanctus, at another time, hanging out of reli- 
ques, carrying about of sacraments, marching with flag and ban- 
ner displayed, sprinkling of water, deahng of bread, offering of 
the pis, disguising in garments, changing of tunes, blessing of 
bishops, crossing of priests, censing of clerks, and innumerable 
others : upon the sight of all which, a man might reasonably 
cteem, that he saw the figure rather than the truth, the shadow 
tlian the body, the ceremonial law than the comfort o£ the gospel, 
and finally Christ rather played with than preached, and hia 
religion rather jested at than digested ; for (alas) what more 
edification had the comcnou and uidearned man by one of these 
pageants especially tlie s;inie beiug either not opened at all, or else 
pronounced in a strange language, than if he rather had be- 
held some solemn feast and sacrifice of the Jews, performed 
after their rite and language, whereof he understood no part? | 
Oi what availed it, not only to know, but to behcve abo, I 
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Jial Christ was borne, suffered, and arose, (which notwitlistand- 
ing is more than could well be learned by these dumb shews) 
unless the fruit of his ntilivity, death, and resurrection be taken 
withal, and applied to the com£ort ot the conscience ? Which, 
since trae faith cometh by hearing and not by seeing, is more 
than all the sjiectaclea in the world can bring to paas. I wot 
not therefore where they learned so to serve the eye, and starve 
the ear, unless it were out ot this Gospel, 

Sognius irritant Bniinos demiBsaper aurea, 
Quam quEE aunt oculia aubjeeta, Sc." 
yeasts, or, as they arc called elsewhere. Wakes, when first 
estabhshed in this country, were based upon religioas principles, 
md greatly resembled the Love-feasts of the early Christians. 
These festivals were held on the day of the year that was dedica- 
ted to the patron saint of the church in each parish, or on the 
binb-day of the saint whose relics were tlierein deposited, or on 
the day of the dedication ot the parish church. In process of 
time the people assembled on the vigil or evening preceding the 
aint'a day, and came, says an old author, "tg church with cand- 
1(8 baming, and would wake, and come towards night to their 
dtvotion." Abuses were introduced as early as the tenth century 
Mid the Fathers of t!ie church were obliged to order the people 
to leave off waking. The original design was at length totally 
sbtdisbed, and a proraiscuons crowd from all the neighbouring 
perishes attended. Pedlars and liawkers likewise came to sell 
tteir wares, and so by degrees the rellgiom wake was turned into 
» secnlar fair. Riots and debaucheries sometimes took place 
>t these meetings, and gave so much offence that they were 
ibolished, and regular fairs established. At many places these 
Snnday fiurs are still kept up under the old name ot Wakes, but 
ia Oxfordshire generally they pass under the name ot feasts, and 
be^oning on the Sunday, last almost through the whole week. 
Churcli ales, or as they are more commonly called Whitsun ales, 
originated from Wakes. The chief parish officers, obeervii:g the 
litter to be more popuhiv than any otlier Iiolidiiys, conceived that. 
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by establishing oilier institutions something similar lo tliem, 
tUey might draw together a large company and annually collect 
from them such suras of money as would considerably ease the 
parish rates. By way of enticement to tlie populace, they brewed 
a certain quantity of strong ale, which was sold on terms advau- 
tageoua to the seller. Piiilip Stubbs, in his Anatomy of Abuse?, 
1595, severely censures the disorderly coufluct of these popular 
meetings, and it must be confessed that they have sometimes 
ended in scenps not so interesting as those depicted in the 
Spectator No 161. 

Chaueer, in his Ploughmait s Tale, charges the priest with being 
expert 

At the wrestling and at the wnke, ^^^^ 

And chief chnntera at tlie male, ^^^^H 

Market beaten, and meddling make, ^^^^| 

tlojiper and houtersi with hive and hale. ^^^^| 

Whit Monday and Whit Tuesday are observed as festivals, ft* 
the same reason as the Monday and Tuesday in Easter week. 
Their religious character, however, is almost obsolete, and tliey 
are now kept merely as holidays, at which times the working 
5 cease from their labours and pursue such diversjons as 
the hand of Time has spared. 

These, in Witnejf, ore very limited ; the Morrisdancers are the 
leatling actors, and at Christums the Mummers exhibit their 
humble performances, whilst tlie school children gather a lew 
half-pence by singing carols from door to door. 

§ 23. Witney in the Civil Waus, 

In the early ages ot English History, Witney, no doubt, figured 
as much as other towns of the same size and importance : but tile 
accounts of these proceedings liave mostly perished by lapse of 
time or stil! slumber in the worm eaten volumes which crowd our 
public libraries. I do not propose to weary the reader with manj^ 
matters which might be brought forward — more likely to puzzle 
than to enlighten him — but shall make an exception in favour ofi 
certain notices of the civil Wars, which may amuse, whilst thejig 
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tare as a warning that ont own age couters greater happiness 
OB the whole people than, probably, anj other that has gone 
before it. 

The first ot these notices is from the Diary of Sir Wm Dug- 
dale, edited by W". Hamper in the year 1S27 ; it gives a lively 
pidnre of the unsettled state of the land during the wars between 
the king and Parliament, and of the sudden surprises and dangers 
to which the most lonely places were then liable. 
"1641, JoNE 17 — The king marched to Biirford. This day 
^WOO foot (left by his Jfajestie) were sent out of Oxford and 
^^^■tgton to the Army at Burford with 15 pieces of cannon. 
^^^Pt— Prince Charles, the duke of Richmond, earl of Lindsey, 
Ht^eame from Burford into Oxford. The king marched with 
tie army to Witney .... 
21 — The king marched from Witney to Blechington. 
JciLV 17 — Waller marched to Woodstock, 
19 — Waller marched from W^oodstock to Witney. 
StO — Waller marched to Abington. 

1645 AiiniL 24— Eletchington Hoase delivered up to the rebels 
under the command of Cromwell, by lieutenant- colonel "Windi- 
bsnk, upon summons, and no endeavours of resistance. 

25 — Colonel Windibank sentenced to suffer death (by j'ndg- 
niGiit of a court of war) for delivering up Bletchington House to 
the rebels. 

it — The rebels passed over Charwell, and beat up our quarters 
'bout Bampton, and there took 200 foot belonging to the garri- 
son ot Taringdon. 

May 3. — Colonel Windibank was shot to death (according to 
tte sentence of the court of war) within the garden at Oxford 
Castle. Prince Kupert and Prince Maurice came with lOOO foot 
inA 1000 horse to Burford. 
4.— This morning they came in person to Oxford. 
19. — The countess of A^orthampton went to Banbury. 
21. — The rebels, under command of Sir Thomas Tuirtax, appear- 
ed scatteringly about Oxford. 
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23. — The^ began to make a pnssage over Chawell, near Mara- 
tun, that being Sir T. FairEax his head -quarters. The out-bonses 
of Godatow House fired, and tlie house quitted by Mr David Wal- 
ler, who brought hi3 men safe to Oxford ; the rebels entering it 
the same day. 

26.— The rebels put over four foot regiments and thirteen car- 
riages, at their new bridge over Charwell. 

27. — Two regiments of the rebels, viz : the white and red, with 
two pieces ot ordinance, marched by Go<lstow, and bo to Hinksey. 
The lord keeper, lord treasurer, and mayor of Oxford, marched 
before their companies to the guards. 

29. — This evening a bullet of 9 pounds' weight shot from the 
rebels' warning-piece at Marston, fell against tlie wall, on the 
north side the wall, at Christ Church. Six hundred foot and two 
hundred horse, under the command of Colonel Eaiusborougli {of 
the rebels' forces) assaulted Gaunt House, near Newbridge. 

30. — This night shot was heard from Gaunt House. 

31. — Gaunt Honse yielded to the rebels, whereio were taken 
21 prisoners, besides 30 that had been out on a party to bring in 
provision. A garrison was then placed for the ParliameuL 

1 646, Mar. IS. The earl of Lindsay went from Oxford to Win- 
chester House. The same day 2000 of the rebels came into 
Woodstock from Witney, commanded by colonel Bainsr 
borough. 

In the Biblioiheca Gfwtcetlren»is, is another narrative of events 
with which Witney was connected, at the same disastrous period. 
Itisquoted in Mr Symons's Manuscript Collections [b^o/. i,p. 264], 
and is headed " A relation of the Taking of Ciceter [CirenccBter] 
by one who was present at the Taking of it." 

Three hundred of the townspeople falling at the feet of Prince 
Rupert, " his mercifulness pleased itself in making them all priso- 
ners." But in truth, " the writer continues," they stripped many 
of the prisoners, most of tliem of their inmost garments. They 
were all turned that night into the church, and though many of 
them were wounded and weary, yet their friends were not 
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suffered to bring them a cup of water into the church timt 
n^ht, hut what the/ thrust in at the back side of the church, 
hanng broken the windows : and the like croeltj, I hear, 
WM shewed unto tliem, when they lay in Witney church, in 
Iheir passage to Oxford. Thev tied all the prisoners, gentle- 
men, ministers and all, in ropes, and made tliem all go a- 
fmte through the dirt in the streets on the way to Oxford, 
wiiich, ia regard of the many horses, was up to their knees aorae- 
timcs," 

Sixty years after the wars between Cliarles and his parliament 
were ended, we find other notices shewing that the embers of tliat 
fire, which had covered the whole kingdom, were still smouldering, 
not without private piqnes still more to be lamented, in jiropor- 
tion as malice backed by perjury brings more calamity upon a 
rarrapted people, thau Ihe utmost evils which follow in the wake 
of a civil war. 

1716, MAacti 2.3.— The persons lately taken into custody by 
the Messengers and brought from Witney in Oxfordshire, tor en- 
listing men tor the Pretender, in order to make an insurrection in 
that county, against whom there seemed so positive a proof, that 
'twas supposed an indictment of nothing less than high treason 
could be found against them, have been discharged — it appears to 
the government to be only an inveterate malice to swear away tlieir 
neighbours' lives. 

The following is an affidavit taken before Justice Gcry, which 
Kill throw some light into these proceedings, and slieiv tiie 
violence of party spirit reigning ai this time. 

"Benjamin Walton, of Witney, in tlic county of Oxford, car- 
penter, voluntarily maketh oath, that in the month of February 
last, Thomas Soames, a servant of Sir Francis Blake, nent fur this 
deponent to his master's house, aiid usked him if he knew 
any thing against Thomas Carter, who was lately this di-pu- 
uenl's master. This deponent told him, if he did, he dare 
not speak of it, because he owed the said carpenter money ; 
Hien the conversation ceased. That about the begiiinin£( of 
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Marcli, last, a servant of George Pomfret's came for this 
depouent to go to the parson^e )iou3e, in Witney aforesaid, where 
the said George Pomfret lived, and this deponent accordingly 
went to the said house, ami Toiind, in company with the said 
George Pomfret, the said Tiiornas Soames, who both asked liim, 
ihis depouent, to sit down and drink with tbem, and bid him tear 
nothing, for he should have money to pay Carter ; and then asked 
this deponent, if iie could not be revenged on Carter ; and if he 
knew any thing against Mr Johnson, Mr Moulding, or Mr Haskins, 
or any others that used to keep this deponent's master's {Carter's} 
company ; to which this deponent answered he knew nothing ; for 
he was not company for such gejitlemen : that then this deponent 
and the said Pomfret and Soames fell to drinking, and a pen, ink, 
and pnper were called for, and Mr Pomfret dictated lo Soaines, who 
wrote what Mr Pomfret said ; and after burning some part of what 
was wrote, and correcting the rest, Soames wrote it again on an- 
other piece of paper, and both Pomfret and Soames obliged the 
deponent, when much in liquor, and without having any know- 
ledge of the contents, to write and set his name to the said pagier ; 
and Soames gave this deponent 42 shillings, and immediately 
went with him, and saw this deponent pay his master (Carter) the 
money he owed him ; and Soaraes, both before and since, gave this 
deponent money. B. Walton. Coram me The, Gery. [Symoss's 
MSS. CoUediuns, ii, 467]. 

§ 24. Thk Work-house. 
In the parish of Witney, on the Burford road and about a 
quarter of mile out of the town, is the Union Workhouse, built 
a tew years ago, when the great change of the poor-laws took 
place. There is nothing remarkable in its structure or manage- 
ment. At the last census the number of its inmates was 301, 
from 32 parishes, which form the Union. 

§ 25. AcfilCULTUHE. 

The agricultural state of the Witney district does not greatly 
differ from that of Oxfordshire generally. My readers will per- 
haps be better pieased to read what was done under this 
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head in timea long gone hy, than to be told that whicli 
\hej know as well themselvesj and probably better than tlie 
teller. 

The first notice we have of the landed interests at Witney is 
Iroin Domesday Bookj written in the days of Willium tlie Con- 
ijaeror : 
ITT - The bishop of Winchester'a land. 

bishop of Winchester holds Witney. Stigand, archbishop, 

There are -10 hides of laud, witli 24 ploughs. Now, Jii»^ 

lain are 5 ploughs and 9 serfs, and 3(1 townsmen wijifTl 

rs, they have 20 ploughs. There are 2 mills of 32 shill- 

inga and fi pence, and 100 acres of meadow : a wood of 3 

leagues long and 2 leagaes wide, with burdens wort'a 50 shillings. 

In the time of king Edward it was worth i'.2 pounds : now, 25 

paunds. 

Nearer to our own times is an account of the Witney mode of 
famiing, displayed in the following paragraph, cut from an old 
book without B title, but apparently printed about 100 years ago : 
"In the neighbourhood of Whitney, they sow one year wheat, 
the second beaus, the tliird bajley, tlie fourth keep it tallow, the 
Gttli sow barley, and the sixth clover, with variations. They set 
their beans with a dibble, and keep them clean by hoeing. About 
Haiihorough, when beans are not sown, then clover is sown 
sraong the wheat in spring. They plant all their beans, and 
generally hue them twice. They use both foot and wheel ploughs, 
ill with four horses. A remarkable manner of estimating crops 
here is by the return, in proportion to the seed ; wlieat they 
lecknn five or sis bushels for onej and as they sow three bushels 
on an acre, it amounts of course to about two quarters, or two 
uid a halt. An acre of barley produces three quarters, and one 
d beans three and a half. Ttiey have in this part of the county 
no dairies, and they even feed their hogs in summer with beans. 
There are said to be no less than five sorts of wheat sown in this 
niuity, all adapted to as many kinds of soil. Oxfordshire abounds 
with meadown, which are not surpassed by any pastures in Eng- 
Iind. The hills ot Oxfordshire, before the civil wars, were pretty 
tell furnished witii trees, but wood is now so scarce, that it is 
frequently sold by weielit, not only at Oxford, but in the northern 
parts of the county. That part called Chiltem is still a woody 
tract, and is remarkable for great plenty of beach; but there are 
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not many trees of otiier kitide. Besides, tlie Cliiltern lies so U^ 
from Oxford, and so near the river Thames, that tlie wood \^ 
readily conveyed to Loudon, and is consequently of little benefit 
to the rest of the county, whicii producing no cools, fuel is very 
scarce." 

A great change seems to have been made in tlie neighbonrhood 
of Witney in the year 1761 when the coramors were enclosed. 
The peasants were almost m open rebellion, and the aid of the 
mililary was called in. The process of enclosure has everywhere 
■*^fc£^i the cause of annoyance to the poor, who fancy themselves 
theret* "deprived of their just rights. In a private letter from 
AVitiiey, (^ed March 25, 17C1, is tie following narrative of a 
riot occasionefr JjV the enclosure, and happily ended without much 
harm to any one coht^nied in it. 

"Last Saturday noon iP ('etachraeut of the Berkrhise regiment, I 
commanded by Capt. Balgrave, «"th the grenadiers under Capt. ' 
Andrews, marched into the place. At twelve on (Sunday night, 
the drum beat to arms on intelligence being received thatapartf I 
of rioters had risen to demolish the fences on North Leigh heath : 
but before the troops could reach the place, the rioters were gone : 
the soldiers marched however about the hoat)i, until five iu the 
morning, and then returned to their quarters at Whitney. At 
two iu the afternoon on Monday the drums beat again lo arms, 
and intelligence being received that upwards of three thousand , 
persona were met together armed witli bludgeons and pitchforks, 
the soldiers marched very speedily to North Leigh heath again. ] 
They found there a very lar^e mob, armed desperately, who in- 
sulted the officers and soldiers, and refused to disjierse though ' 
the Justices read the riot act and proclamation to them. Aft«- ' 
upwards of an hour had elapsed, the soldiers being still insulted, 
the justices ordered the grenadiers to disperse the mob, and to 
take the ringleaders, and disarm the rioters ; this they did, under 
the command of their officers, whose diligence and alacrity cannot 
be enough commended. Three or four parties of grenadiers pur- 
sued the ringleaders over the hills, and took in all nine of them ; 
thus we have, withuut the effusion of blood, got clear of an affair, 
which threatened consequences as fatal as any riot in the memory 
of man. This happy event is ovting to the presence of miud in 
the Justices, and the couhiess of the soldiers when in their ranks, 
and to their astouishing diligence, as soon as they were permitted 
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to pursue llie rioters. Several of tlie riiigleaiiers were taken by 
the officers' owa haiida. A vast number of bludgeons were takeu 
by tile soldiers. 

Oit tbe present state of agricuiture in this district, I shall not 
long claim the reader's attention. The depression, brought about 
by the repeal of the corn laws, has not spared Witney, but it is to 
be hoped t!mt time will cure this, as it cures all oiher evils, 

The Witnej farmers have, at all events, the advantage of being 
a numerous body, as may be seen, when they assemble at the 
weekly market. 

Besides the market, which is held on Tliursday, there are four 
fsirs in the year, held on Thursday in Easter week, when an ox 
b roasted whole, on June 29, on Nov. 23, and on the Monday 
immediately following Sept 8. This last is called the Feast and 
begins nominally ou the Sunday which next follows the 8th 
of September. 

Every month, also, there is a great cattle market. The first 
was held on Thursday, Aug- 29, 1839, when almost the whole of 
the slock was sold, ancl at good prices. There were nearly 3000 
»heep, 80 very fine tups, 200 beasts, 200 pigs, some good horses, 
a few of which fetched £50 each, and 30 calves, 
§ 26. The Indlfbndez^t Chapei. 
The found alio n-stoHc of this building was laid by Miss Town- 
send, on the 4th of March, ISjiS, wlien a suitable address was 
nude by ihe Bev- E. Price, miuister of Cote chapel. The pur- 
chase of the ground and tbe erection of the building cost nearly 
fSOOO. Of this amount £1100 was contributed by Mr William 
Townsend, a native of Witney, and one of its principal benefactors. 
The minister and congregation contributed £300, and the re- 
mainder was collected by voluntary contributions. The property 
of the chapel was placed in the Uockney trust, and the building 
iraa opened for public worship on the 1st of October, 1828. 

The society, for whose use this chaiul was built, had existed in 
Witney from the days of the Purilansj and were obliged to quit 
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their former place of worship for want of room. The present 
raiuister is the Rev. R. Tozer. 

§ 27. The Weslbvan Chapbl. 

This new and elegant bnilding in situated on the eastern side 
of High Street towards the lower part of the tonn. Its front 
towards the street is in a light Gothic style, and profusely orna- 
mented — -some think, even to excRss. The highly respectable 
body, to whose use it is dedieotedj have long mantained a status^ 
not only in Witney, but over all England, whieli nothing that I 
might say, could io any way elevate or enhance. The present 
ministers are the Rev. Mr Morton and the Rev Mr Doughty. 

The public spirit which has led both Weslejaus and Indepen- 
dents in Witney, from voluntary contributions alone, not only 
to maintain but to beantifj their several places of worship, caiuiot 
be too highly praised. 

§ 28. CoGOEs — PEJoity — Manor— Pabisii Church. 

The small parish of Cogges is situated in the hundred of Woot- 
ton, and separated from Witney by the river Wiudrash. It con- 
tains two hanilets Newlaud imd Wilcott. The populatioa ol 
Cogges iiicludingNewland, by the census of tliis year, is 8l4and 
of Wilcott 10 persons only. As tlm scat of an ancieTit priory and 
manor Cogges deserves a more minute notice tiiau we can afford 
to give it in this work. 

Among the vast possessions which, after the conquest ol 
England in 1066, fell to the share o! Odo bishop of Bayeux 
and base brother to William the Conqueror, was the manor 
of Cogges, which at the completion of the Doomsday inqui- 
sition appears to have been hehl under him by one Wadard or 
Odoard. The manor is there described to consist of 5 hides and 
8 ploughs or carucates of land — two of the latter oitly in demesne. 
On these, 3 servi or bondsmen are the only tenants on record. 
The mill and hay produced each 10 shiUings in the year. The 
meadow land occupied II quarantines or furlongs in length, aud 
2 in width : the pasture 3 in length, and 1 in breadth : and the 
net prodnce of the whole, both in the Confessor's and the Con- 
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qiieror's time, was ten pouuda. Odo, who posaeaaed no less tliaii 
255 manors ia other counties, thought himself rich enough to 
make a purchase of t!ie papacy, whenever it tell vacant. 

In 1082, he collected his treasures, sent a poriion of them on 
to Home, and was preparing with a grciit retinue to follow, when 
^Villiam, hearing of his design, hastened over from Normandy, 
surprised him in the Isle of Wight, just as he was going to set 
■Bail, arrested him as carl of Kent, witli his own liantJs, and 
«nt him prisoner to Rouen. After tbis disgrace, the king 
confiscated all his possessions, p.nrt of which he distributed to 
certain knights, for the defence of Dover castle, among whom 
Has William de Arsic, whose successors at Cogges, so late as 
'13K7, paid 5'is. 6d. towards the ward of the castle, as the tenure 
o! their estates. The Arsics are stated to have been descend- 
ed from the old Saxon earls or aldermen of Oxford. 

Tlie disgrace of Odo happened four years before the comple- 
tioB of the general survey. But, as those counties, where his 
possessions lay, in all probability, were visited by the commis- 
Rouera long previous to 1086, their lands and their tenures 
vae as completely ascertained as if the names of those who 
possessed them under William's recent grants, had been inser- 
ted. This is, probably, the reason why "Wilham de Arsic is 
onnoticed as the lord of Cogges. 

Co^s is an old Teutonic word for a sliip and was a name 
given 100 years ago to t!ic small hosts upon the Ouse and 
Humber. Hence probably the word cock-boat. 

The Priory. Mauasser, son of William de Araic just mention- 
d, reserving to himself the manor or lordship of Cogges, gave 
the church, with lands and tithes in divers places, to the 
monks of the abbey of the Holy Trinity at Fescamp in 
SHmandy, who sent over part of their convent, and founded here 
Ipriory as a cell to their foreign monastery. 

Tile possessions of the Cogges monks seem to have been very 
W&, i! at all, improved at any subsequent period of time. And 
nA the exception that their lands aud revetmes were continually 
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seizeJ, during the wan with France, till the nlieu monasteries 
were finally diaaolved by act of psrliament, in the 2nd year of 
Heary V, there is little on record that adds a single feature to 
their history. 

Browne Willis, in his valuable History of mitred abbeys, voL 
I, p.l73, has furnished ua with the names ol some of the priofs, 
who were usually chosen hy the foreign monastery, taken out of 
the registers of Lincoln, as follows : 

1. Hugh, a monk of this house, resigned A. D. 12£7, and was 
succeeded by 

2. John dc London, anolher monk of the lionse. After him 

3. Elericus, instituted prior 16 cal. June 1237. His sncceasor 
is supposed to be 

4. Gervase, A. D. 124S, on whose death or resignation 

5. William de Esmerville, a monk of Fescarap, was promoted 
to the office. TJien 

6. Hugh, who resigned about 1262. 

7. William Barbeyn, anolher monk o£ Fescamp, institued 4 ill. 
July 1262, rengned about A. D. 1277. 

8. Hugh, a monk of Feseamp, instituted 4 cal. June 1277. 

9. Stephen de Albemarle: resigned on 21 cal. June 12111. 

10. Matthew dc Ponte, admitted prior 15 cal. Sep, 1291 resig- 
ned 11 cal. June, 1299. 

11. Eoger, surnamed Hardy, admitted on the same day: resig- 
ned 1302. 

12. Vigor, a monk of Fescamp, admitted 4 id. Nov. 1803: 
resigned about 1304. 

13- William de Lcinpviile, 6 id. Mar. 1.504. 

14. Eannlf de Frison, admitted 3 cal. May, 1333. 

15. Wiliiam Hermoiiig, otherwise called Hamo or Hremo, 3odJ 
Ang. 1341. 

In 1348 this man, when he had been seven years prior of the | 
convent, was made surgeon to the king. The salary granted tu u 
him on the occasion, as appears by the original patent, s^l 
remaining amongst the records in Ihe tower, was no less than £8( i 
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tr annom. At this period tlie profeasions of medicine and 
rgery were almost entirely confined to the religious : and the 
hrgenesa of the sum here granted woald seera to shew that the 
prior's skill was in great reputation : or, that one of the conditions 
of his engagement was that he should attend king Edward to 
&e wars in France. 

Nothing more is known of the priors or their house until the 
dissolution of the foreign cells, when Henry \'I, in pursuance of 
iplan projected by his father, made Cogges, among other alien 
possessions, a part of the demesnes with which he endowed his 
new foundation st Eton, where several charters relating lo t!ie eld 
bandations are still preserved. Edward IV again granted the 
(States to the same corporate body. 

Besides the charters already spoken, of at Eton and in tlio 
Tower, we have scarcely any uiunimental records relating to llie 
piory of Cogges. There is a copy of a charter of Robert de 
Arsic of the time of king John in the British Maseum (Harl. 
M8S. 2044, f. 105), and a composition concerning tithes, in 
tittle Barton, Oxfordshire, in the chartulary of Osney Abbey, now 
preserved at Christ Chnrch, Oxford. Besides which, it appears, 
they held the manor of Waverle in the county of Southampton 
(MSS. Dodsworth in the Bodleian, XT, f. 1 17). 

Tie Manor- The manor was continued in the family of tlie 
Aisics, as we learn from Dugdale's Saronage, vol, I, p. SSP, 
until the 29th of Henry the Third, when Joan and Alice, cohei- 
Teases of Robert de Ar^ic, the former wife of Eustace de Grein- 
TJlle, and the latter the wife of Thomas de Haye, by Sybillc 
Slighter of — Crevequer, passed away all their inierost in tlie 
lordship of Cogges, and of whatsoever else descended to them from 
ifae before mentioned Robert de Arsic, their father, unto Walter 
Gray arehbisliop of York ; but the consideration of this grant is 
tut recorded. 

In the 29 — 30th of Henry III the arciibishop conveyed all his 
states in Oxfordshire lo his brother Robert de Grey and his son, 
FiHer de Grey. 
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In 1327 Thomas Qardiner held buds here, paying lusyearl; 
serrice, as has been already mentioned, towards the ward of Dover 

caatle, at which lime John Gifford, of Cray ford in Kent, was re- 
gistered in the inquisition us his heir. In the 33d of Henry VI, 
it appears to have passed in dower with Alice — daughter of Sir 
John Deincourt and heir to her sister tlie wife of Balph lord Crom- 
well who died without issue — to William lord Lovel, whose son 
Erancis being attainted in the 1st year of Henry VII, for siding 
with Rich. HI at the battle of Boswortb Field, this baron;, 
amongst his other possessions, became forfeited to the crown. It 
was soon after given to Jasper earl of Pembroke and duke of 
Bedford (half-brother to Henry VI by his mother's marriage widi 
Owen Tudor) but here we lose traces of the further descent of 
the manor. 

In the 4th year of queen Elizabeth, 1562, Richard Ruffje, 
gent, appears to have been possessed ot considerable property 
here, as well as Sir Francis Wenman, in the 1 6th of Charles I. 

In the reign of James I, Sir William Pope, baronet, afterwards 
earl of Downe, built a large raansioti bouse near the site and mina 
of the priory. His family lived here a considerable time; aad 
some part of this structure is now remaining, a little to the Soath- 
east of the church, and is occupied as a farm-house. The hoilrf- 
ing seems to have beeTi perfect in the time of Anthony "WooJ, 
who says that it stood on the site of the Old Priory ; but this is 1 
mistake ; tor the Priory stood on the north side ot the churdi, 
as 33 clear from the remains of it still standing. 

The arms of the Popes are composed of Griffins. At Newland, 
a hamlet in Coggea parish, the old inn with the sign of the Griffin, 
still exists. " On the south side of the church" says Antony 
Wood, who wrote toward the end of the 17th century "neare 
adjoining is a ground called by the name of the castle-yard, wbere 
are often-times great thick foundations dug up, and the vulgw 
people there dwelling think that in ancient times there was a ensile, 
but I have not yet read of any sach thing." 

It is, however, more than probable that these were the ruins oi 
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en old castte belonging to the Araics, for it is not likely that this 
ifttnily were lords of Cogges for so many years without having a 
baronial residence to identify them with the place. 

The last family of eminence who appear to have Ured at Cogges 
were the Blakes, one of whom, William Blake esq, built the Mar- 
ket-Cross at Witney in 1683, and, in 1695, beqaeathed land pro- 
ducing about £50 per annum, out of which £6 is paid for teach- 
\ ing a children at High Cogges, £6 for a like purpose at New- 
I land ID Cogges, and £30 for clothes, books, nnd other charitable 



?Hfl Parish Church. The liviug is a perpetual curacy, in the 
archdeaconry and diocese of Oi:ford ; it is in the patronage of the 
Provost and Fellows of Eton College, the impropriators. The 
present minister is the Bev. H. Gregory, also master of the Witney 
Grammar School. The church, supposed to have been built by 
one of the Greys of Eotherfield, is an ancient edifice, with a 
iover having an octagon pyramidal roof ; the north aifle is orna- 
mented with rich mouldings and grotesque figures playing on 
musical instruments. Between it and the chancel is an ancient 
BOtluraent of free stone erected, and thereon the portraitures of a 
My lying, and two angels supporting her head. 

" It is quite out of remembrance there, " says old Antony Wood. 
"All that lean guess is that perhaps it was for some of the 
Atsickes, who were founders of the priory there, and that she 
built the aforesaid for mass to be said for her sonle. What makes 
Me suppose so is, because there is a chamber in the mansion house 
called the priest's chamber. In the said north aisle have been 
iivers coats of arms and painted windows, but Ihey were most of 
torn down in the war-time. There only remains G. a stag's 
bee A. and this coat. Party per fease indented G. and O. in chief 
fnnt a barrulet. 

lu the east window in the chancel are these arms Barwaya of 6 
peoes A. and B., a bend G. Barways of 6 pieces A. and B. on a 
bendG. S martietts 0, Underneath is writ obscurely in Ssson 
Aracters Ec. Dame de Grey V. 2 Chev. G." 
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There u also the tomb BioiuineBt uf JM 
of the Witney Blanket Companj, with thel 
Whi^e from Witnev : Deceased at Onid Sr. 
shire, and was here buried the i day of Aagi 

§. 29. Haxlet op Wilcc 

This is a hamkt in the pariah of Cogger 
maoor, which is said by Plott {Orfardiiire, i- . j 
have been andentlr the head of a baronT : yl 
of its baroz!s is boried in the neighbonriDg cb 

"Bat the person there borkd with his wif 
bent figures, richly habited, are on a beaatif al 

an elegant chantry, is Wilcotes or Wj 

have both a collar of eses, bat no baroni "* 
the style of architectare, I take this diaii ^ 
than the time of Hen. TL The badlj 
the manor of \Yilcot ; and they were of g 
shire, bat now long since extinct Thei 
eagle's head with wings. The two fignr 
mentioned, which are as large as life, 1 
Alicia Wilcott, whose daughter Elizabeth m 
of Baynesford o{ Great Tew, in this coanty, 
peared in the windows of the mansion hous* 
markable inscription, John Wilcoteskt Ai 
et semel ft- e. 1401 or 1410)/' Note in 
life of Sir T. Pope, qaoted in Mr Symov 
VI, 1»9. 

In the hamlet of Wilcot is an and 
are the arms of the family of Pope, and a 
memory of John Price, S. T. B., keeper ( 
at Oxford. 

§ 30. Langle. 

Between Cogges and Witney, lying betu 
of the river is an island-meadow, called 1 
which I can nowhere find any mention ex> 
where it is written, ''There is also a meadi 
inhabitants report, called by the name of L. 
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»t£30 per anDum. A man from any pwt of the kingdom uiaj put 
iis horse therein, and no man may say nay to him. It is fres for 
all coiners. Whether tliia meaele did belong formerly to the 
.priory, I caunot tell, but 1 suppose it waa for stranger's horses 
that came a visiting, or perhaps on pilgrimage." It is said ia 
several topographical books about Ihia district that an attempt 
was once made to convey ihe property of this meadow for the 
purpose of a free school, but tiiat the attempt failed because no 
tide deed could be produced. 

§ 30. Parish of Duck lis gton. 
^^^kfaout a mile and half south east of Witney is the parish vl 
Hui^ngton, containing, (without the hamlet of Uardwtck) a popu- 
pwoii of 44-3 according to the latest census, and 1886 acres of 
hnd. The living is a rectory in the gift of the president and fellows 
if St Mary Magdalen College Oxford, for whom it was purchased. 
In 1684, of Walter Bailey the elder, who at that time held the 
idvowsoo, the rector for the time being the Rev, "Walter Bailey, 
jirobably a son of the same. The purchase money was raised 
partly by a bequest of fiobert Keale, steward of llie college, who 
died March 1 680, and partly by the sale of materials of the old 
hospital of St John at Brackly Northamptonshire, wliich was 
pulled down about this time. On the death ot Walter Bailey, 
the college presented, iu succession, Dr Mainwaring Hamond in 
1690, Bicliard Kent in 1731, John Pinnel in 1746 and James 
Hawkins in 1798. The present rector is the Rev. Thomas I'arley, 
B. D., who was inducted in the year 1836, on the resignation of 
Mr Hawkins. 

The church is dedicated to St Bartholomew, and is entered 
by a north and south porches; the former ancient, the latter 
Oodern, covering a corresponding pointed arch. Infact the south 
IiMit, though tiie most ancient part of the building, and still re- 
taining some of its old windows, has been more mutilated than 
»ny other part. Tlie internal arclutcctare is simple, interesting, 
mil ot very soUd masonry. The proportions are good, and the 
"hole affords a fair specimen of the mixed Norraan and Early 
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English styles of architecture. The arches are pointed, but of 
little curve, and have no mouldings, but are composed of faccias 
and cants resting on circular columns, having square and round 
capitals, plain or ornamental with leaves, and intersecting arches. 
The bases ot each are square and ponderous, projecting more 
than twelve inches all round the shaft. 

In the centre ot the aisle, towards the west end, stands the 
font, ot a circular form and massy ; having round ita body a row 
of intersecting semicircular arches, rudely executed. It is very 
short and raised to a proper height, by being placed ou a solid 
square stone base. The root is a substantial specimen of framed 
timber; its ribs are closely placed, and form arches. The pews 
have been repaired ot late years from the oak carving which was 
removed from Magdalen College Chapel, Oxford. Ttiough inferior 
to the dignity ot the splendid building ot William of Waynflete, 
it was thought not unfit to decorate a simple village church. 

The north aisle is ot the moie florid species ot Gothic, and has 
some fine waving tracery in the windows. The date of its erec- 
tion is probably about the reign of Edward the Third, and at the 
east end of it is a beautiful chape! set apart, probably, for tbe sole 
use of the founder. Its size is remarkable, and its internal sin- 
gularities great. The cornices to the windows wJiich cover only 
half tiie head of the arch, are thickly studded with small roses; 
immediately above which, under the roof, on each return of the 
north-east and south-east angle, in deep square recesses, are hasso~ 
relievos representing religious subjects. One of the compositions^ 
near the south-east angle, is entirely obliterated ; and the others 
have escaped with little injury, except the loss of their heads 
The rude execution of these figures, and their situation, equally 
leave us ot a loss to form any opinion about their original use (» 
design. "Whether the Chapel was always ot this extent, cannci 
be ascertained; but no remains of a screen are visible, to ahe-^ 
that it was formerly subdivided. 

The screen which separates the chancel from the nave, is mc= 
dern, and (he carving, placed at the back of the comm union -tabl ^ 
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na obtained from abroad bj the present rector, and pmcnU 
nibjects remarkablj applicable to the pcaition which it now oc- 
cupies. About the middle d the Dorth wall of the church, on 
the inside, is a door leading dorn bj a tew steps to a small crjrpt, 
about 6 or S feet square, and receiving a feeble hgbt [ormerlj from 
i grating in the vail, which if now stopped op br a drain. It is 
dilficalt to saj what could have been the original use of this ob- 
scure cell, bat the bolt and hiuge holes shew that it could only be 

opened and shut from within. This seems to indicate that it was 

uud as a cell for private devotion and retirement. 
On a slab in the nave of the cbnrch is the following epitaph : 
*Innem0ryofMTMaltieM>PrsoT,whodiedJtdy 0*23, 1718 
Aged 78. 

Our friend now sleeps in silent shades, bat when 

The Ktherial trumpet sounds, shall wake again, 

Befreshed, renewed, in better state than ever. 

Which comfort ouce obtained, will &il him never. 

From DS he's gone, hut liveth yet in name ; 

His character, though short, we thus proclaim : 

i man sedate, in temper free from strife, 

DEservedly respected all his life, 

A husband kind, a father very dear, "■ 

is from his offspring you may always hear, 

'Tlib epitaph lias been put into Latin verse by the present Rector, 
'BMe con tri billions va the same class a! writing', to the callection lately 
fuWihed by the Principal of New Inn Halt, have been much admired by 
Ae gmeial reader. 

Sonqui initsl mclioi : viic> rcnorablt, ct lit& 
^l«mum ftabUur conditlubfl fml. 
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True to his friend, to poor and neigbboors land : 
Such were the brave eiidowmenU 'of his mind. 

Also in the chancel o( the Churdi. 

Mninmnring Hamond, S. T. P. ecclesiae cathedrtlis Winledo- 

sis Frebendarii, liojus parochis Recturis, vih ingenio et docnim, 

probitalc et hospiUlitale apprime insignia: Obiit 13 die Joiiii 

Anno Dom. 1731, xtat 30. 

Jnxta Jacet Phillia ejaadem Uxor : Obiit 2 die Mail Aflna 
Dom. 1716, lEtat.— . 

Dr Hammond was one of the ejected Fellows of Magdibn 
College Oxford, in the reign of king James 2ud and the first In- 
cumbent presented to this living by the societv. Dr HamiBond 
was the lost person whom the president and scholars of Magda- 
len College appointed to the Headship of Magdalen Hall, but 
without success. ITie account of this singular proceeding «s 
detailed by Ur Ingram, in his Memwiah of Oxford, Vol- 2, 
under the Article Magdalex Hall, is as follows. 

After the death of Dr Levett, 1 1 Feb. 1 693—4, the fellowi of 
Magdalene college again stood upon their right of electing a [nin- 
cipal of this hall, and accordingly elected Dr WainwariDg Ham- 
mond ; forthwith causing tlie common-gate of the hall to be kept 
ahat against the vice-chanceUor, when he was to come to 
admit a priucipal and the lodgings of the principal to be 
also shut; a person being placed therein to keep pofiSM- 
iion. The vice-chancellor, Dr Aldrich, then Dean of Chriit 
Church, refusing to admit Dr Wainniu^ng as principal, the chas- 
cellor, James duke of Ormonde, nominated Richard Adams, U. M., 
fellow of All SoqIs, The vice-chancellor accordingly went with 
his bedels to admit him ; but finding the common gate shut, he 
commanded a smith whom he had brought with him to make waj 
for Iiira : wherefore going to work with a saw and chisel to force 
the door from its hinges, they within opened it. "Whereupon the 
vice-chancellor, entering with his company and Dr Adams, 
went up into the refectory, and there admitted him ; and, 
as it is aaidj with the consent of the students : euch con- 
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sent being in fact required by the aalarian statutes of the 
University. On the 20th of June following, 1694, commenced 
a trial in Westminster hall, in the court of common pleas, con- 
cerning the right of nomination to the principality of Magdalene 
hall. The duke of Ormonde, as chancellor, challenged it as his 
by prescription, because he and his predecessors, chancellors of 
the University, had the noxniutitioii /rom qneen ElizabelA's reign 
(when Robert earl of Leicester was chancellor) to his time. The 
president and fellows of Magdalene college claimed the nomina- 
tion, because the hall was theirs, and the principal paid rent to 
them ; that it was originally built by their founder, and confirmed 
and enlarged by the college. But the jury, Oxfordshire men, 
granted it to the duke mereJy by prescri[)tion, iempm immemo- 

riale. 
In the Register of Einsham abbey, cap. 267. 

Will, de Dive de DokUnton filius Donis de Dive dedit coeno- 
hio de Einsham, terram in Ducklinton. 
§ 3^. Hamlet op Haedwicke — Cokethobpe Manor-hoosk 

AND Park. 

The hamlet of Hardwicke, as before remarked, is in the parish 
of Ducklington, and contains 1 28 inhabitants : its chapel Hes 
within the precincts of Ookethorpe Park. Cokethorpe House, 
however, is in the parish of Standlake, and was built by Sir Simon 
Harcourt, afterwards Lord Harcourt, and Lord ,Cliancellor in the 
reigu of queen Anne. The queen present^jd his lordship with the 
carved oak decorations of the dining room, and visited the chan- 
cellor at this seat after the house was finished. 

It was sold in 1755 to Maximilian Western esq., whose daugh- 
ter and coheiress married Walter, brother to Sir Willijirn Strick- 
land bart, of Boynton in Yorkshire, and father of Henry Strick- 
land esq. the present owner of the estate. 

Eastward of the mansion is a large extent of fertile meadows, 
through which the river Windrush flows, and about four miles 
lower down, falls into the river Isis at Newbridge^ Upon this 
river Mr Strickland has an extensive fisherv. His woods are wei 
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stocked with pheasants and other kiuds of game. Tlic estate 
consist;^, altogether) of about a thousand acres of land. 
§ 'i:i. Whicjiivuiju FoaEST. 

A forest is a portion ot woody gronnils and pastures, set apart 
tor wild beasts and fowls, of forest, chase or warren, and preserved 
for the use ot the sovereign. 

A forest roust belong to king or sovereign alone ; for if it fall 
into the hands of a subject, it then becoioea a cbase, none being 
able to appoint a Lord Chief Justice in Ejre but the king. 

A chase is a place for deer and other wild beasts, ot an inter- 
mediate nature between a forest and a park. A forest and a chase 
differ from a park iutbat they are not enclosed, are of larger extent, 
and have greater variety of game, more keepers and other officers, 
Eoyalforests, maiutained chiefly asplaces of sport tor our kings, were 
subject to peculiar regulations- In the earlier periods, the laws 
concerning them were not so much designed for the preservation 
of timber, as for the protection of deer, and the regulation of the 
rights ot Common enjoyed by the inhabitants, within the regard 
or purlieus ot the forest. These rights were exercised under 
limitations perfectly consistent with the purposes for which the 
forests were maintained. 

The cattle of the Commoners were only entitled to that surplus 
herbage which was more thaa the deer required. They were ex- 
cluded (luring the fawning mouth in Summer, and from the Hiad 
Nov. to 4th of May. 

No greater number was allowed upon any estate than could be 
maintained levant and couchant thereon, Ihroughout the year: no 
sheep or goats were adinilted at any time: swine only during 
the time of pannage, ( 15 days before, lo 40 days after Miclimas) ; 
the commoners being allowed dead wood, beariiig no green 
hue, for tlieir fuel ; and the laws were extremely severe against 
offenders who trespassed in the forest. 

The rights of common seem to have been in the nature of a 
compensation for the injury done by Ihe deer lo private estates 
within the forests, for whenever any estate was disafforested and 
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becume no longer subjccl to range and haunt of the deer, it was 
by law depriveil of tUe privilege of Common in that part which 
bdotiged to the crown. 

The royal furest of Whichwood is a tract of land about 6 miles 
in length and 4 in breadth, running ueurly from NW. to SE. 
and abuts on the parishes of Ciiaribury with its hamlets Fawlcr, 
Finstuck, lUnisden, a hamlet of Shipton, Uailey and Crawley, 
hamlets of Witney, Mimter Lovel, Asthall, Swiiibroke, Widtord, 
vhicli 13 a detached part of Gloucestershire, Fullbrook, Langley, 
Sliipton under- Which wood. Ascot King's and Ascot d'Oyley. 

Tiie name fFAic^iacKxi is derived, according to Dr Silver, from 
the VViccii, who composed a part ot the kingdom of MereJa and 
occupied tlie esaet spot now covered by the forest. This royalty is 
generally what its name imports, a forest, although it is diversi- 
fied with some open spots of grouud, as at Dodd'a Plain, the 
hamlets ot Lea-field and Langley, which are in the forest. South 
Lawn Lodge, News ilill Plain, the Ranger's Lodge, the High 
Lodge, Five-ash Bottom, and some others. 

The soil varies considerably, but, in general is a stone brash : the 
open parts produce lieatli and ferii. It is beautifully diversified, 
with hill and dale, and the majestic oaks, lofty beeches, spreading 
ash, sliady elm, and brawling brook, unite in giving every grace 
to the silvan scene. 

The oaks are the most numerous and tliriving, but there are 
not many which will be likely to be ready tor use. Tlic coppices 
of Whichwood forest are its most valuable production. Of these 
there are about 30, IS of whieh belong to the crown, and twelve 
to the duke ot Mariburougli. The coppice wood belonging to her 
majesty is usually cut at IS year's growth, and that appertaining 
to the duke at 21. The emolument derived from each acre is 
about fis. per animm. The open parts of the forest produce no- 
thing but fuel, and food for the deer, wiiieh are now not numerous. 
When a coppice is cut, the lord of the domain causes a hedge 
and ditch to be formed round it, for the term of seven years, uutil 
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the expiiatiou of wliicli period no person posseased of commonable 
riglit can enter witli his cuttle. 

Miiiiy of our Euglish kiiigi? have made Witnej- their temporarj 
residence, attracted probably by hunting in Whichwood I'oreat, 

111 1204, 6th of John, Richard de Prescott held of Eichard de 
Greinvill two hides of land in the village ot Blechesdon, co. Oxford, 
in serjeantry by the service of carrying one stiield of brawn before 
the king when he hunted in Whichwood Forest. 

Frona the Itinerary of K. John it would appear that he was 
often at "Witney, and sever.il charters and letters patent of hia ore 
dated here at the " palace of the Bishop of Winchester." ^^M 

In the 9th year of hia r^in 1307, June 12 & IS. ^H 

10th 1209, Jan. IB, and Mar. 13, ^| 

15th 1213, Novr.7&S. 

16Lh 1214-, Novr. 27. 

— Teste domino P. Wintoniensi epipcopo apud Witlcneiam 13 
die Martii, anno regni nostri decimo. 

— Teste meipso apud Wyten. &c. 
And others ot various dates, in similar forms. 

Whichwood Forest was enlarged by king John, and inclosed 
with a fence. And it was in tliis forest that Edward IV, while 
hunting, chanced to meet with Elizabeth widow of Sir John Gray, 
and was so captivated with her beauty, that he broke off en in- 
tended match uith the daughter of the duke of Savoy, and made 
her his Queeu. 

King James, in particular, took great delight in the place, end, 
we find, in the ISth year of his reign, gave to earl Danby the 
rangership and lauiidererahip of the forest. The verderera wc 
' appointed by the freeholders of the county. 

There were, until lately, large herds of deer and plenty of game- 
in this forest ; and red deer had been iiitroducei! as less manage- 
able than fallow deer for poachers ; but less care has of late years 
a taken to preserve tlie game. Poaching was once practised 
to a very great estent, and mucii harm was done to the morak 
of the whole neighbourliuod by the fights and robbmies whieh 
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nre attendant upon nil their doings. It is a general feeling tKat 
Wiiichffood forest will ere long be broken up and enclosed. 

An interesting fair or fete charapetre called Forest I'air, ia held 
here on tbe Wednesday which iminediafelj follows after the 8th 
day o£ September in every year. 

§ 34. Minster Lotel. 
The village of Minster Lovel, go interesting to ontiquuriaus 
for the beAuliful rains which are there to be seen, liea about two 
miles above Witney on the banks of the river Windrosh. The 
old coach road from London to Cheltenham, Gloucester, Here- 
ford ^nd South Wales, passes througEi the parish, cutting it into 
two nearly equal parts, in the northern of which stands the village, 
forming, with the river which runs beneath parallel with the road, 
a bit of scenery equal to any which the county of Oxford possesses. 
At the east end of the village are the parish cliurch, and the ruins 
of an ancient baronial mansion where unce resided the noble 
family of the Levels. 

Extensive woods of Mr Coke occupy the northern side of the 
parish ; beyond which lies the royal forest of Whichwood. Minster 
Lovel is a place of great antiquity and has given the title of baron 
to several noble houses. It is mentioned by Camden, in his 
EerMim Concerning BflZ-ain, among tiie instances wliere the 
surnames of families have been added to the names of places ; ano- 
ther instance of the same process is found in the neighbouring 
parish of Stanton Harcourt. 

The first person who was ennobled from this place was John 
de Lovell, who, being then seated here, was in the Z5th of Ed- 
ward I (1297), summoned to Parliament as Baron Lovel, of 
Minuter Lovel, being the 4th, to whom as baron, a writ of sum- 
mons to Parliament has ever been directed ; for before this time, 
all baronies were held by tenure, and they commenced by writ of 
summons only in the reign of Edw. I. This summons was the 
more remarkable, as the Ancestors of John had, many years 
before, been seized by tenure of the Barony of Castle Gary in 
Somersetshire. As the family of I,ovel is equal, for antiquity and 
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splendor of origin, to any in the annals of English history, 1 may 
be allowed to relate with as much brevity as is possible, their 
genealogy, and the deeds whicJi have conferred upon [liein a 
renown that will last as long as the English people shall retain 
their present national type. 

John de Love! was a lineal descendant of Robert, Lord Je 
Brecherval in Normandy, who came over with William 
tbe Conqueror. Of this Robert, there was a son, Ascelin 
Govcl de Percival, nicknamed l.upellua one of whose descen- 
dants was William Govel, earl of Ivry; and in his time, 
or soon after his death, the nick name of Lupellus, was 
shortened first to Lupel, and then to Lewel, or Lovel. 
From him probably, the [larish derived the additional name of 
Lovel ; for, as a proof that he possessed estates here, we find that 
in the 8th of Henry 1st (1 197) he joined with Isabel his wife, in 
a grant to the Monks of Thame, of two mills at Minster Lovel. 

It appears from the Roll of Pleas, in the Chapter Hoase at 
Westminster, 8tli Joim, Mich., that before that date, the church 
of Minster Lovel was given by Maud, the wife of William Lovel, 
to the abbey of St Mary de Yvry. It is recorded there, that 
William Lewell brought an assize of a moiety of the church of 
Minster Lovell, against the abhat ot Ivry, who pleaded, that the 
church was not vacant, because the Abbat and convent of Ivry 
were thereof parsons, and of t!ie gift of Maud the mother of the 
said William LupcU, and by liis assent and consent ; and she con- 
firmed it by her deed, wliich testified that the said Maud with 
consent of William her son, whose seal was atfLxed, gave to the 
Church ot the Blessed Mary, of Ivry, and the monks there serving 
God, the church of Minster, with all things, which to the right 
of the said church were known to belong. 

They shewed also a charter of William, formerly bishop of Lin- 
coln, in which it was contained that lie, on the petition ot the 
said Maude, the wife of Wra Luvell, and of Wm Luvell her son, 
being the said Wm, had given in perpetual alma to the abbat and 
monks of Ivry the parsonage of Minster, and that, on the presen- 
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tation of Robert the abbatj and the monks of Ivry, lie had recei- 
ved and instituted Henry a clerk, the son of Richard &c. to the 
vicarage of the said church ; bo that, neyertheleas, the abbat and 
monks should iiave a moic-ty of all things; aa well in lands as iu 
offerings, which belonged to it, and Henry the other half as 
vicar. 

Ivri was the place in Normandy where this noble family was 
settled before Robert came to tliis country with William the Con- 
(jueror, as appears by the genealogical " History of the house of 
Ivry, in its different branches of Ivry, Luvel, Perceval, and Gour- 
ney," a book published in the early part of George ll's reign, 
under the name of J, Anderson, but which Horace Walpolc, in his 
correspondence, scruples not to ascribe to the earl of Egmoiit him- 
self, and ridicules as a silly and expensive token of vauitj on the 
part of that noble lord. 

Iu consequence of the gift of Maude, the church became a cell 
of the foreign monastery to which it was attached, and an ahen 
plloiy of Benedictine monks. 

Jn the 15Ui of Edward III, it was seized into the king's hands, 
lor some cause or other, probably during a vacancy, and the king 
granted to John Darcy the sou, and Galfrey de Sautre, parson of 
tlie choich of Syresham, the custody of this priory,and tlieadmin- 
istrstion of all its fruits aud profits.''^ 

John, the second Lovcl who bore that name, was signed with 
the cross, in order to go on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and 
was governor of Northampton and sheriff of Cambridgeshire and 
Hnntingdonshire. He died 15th of Edward T, and by an inqui- 
eition taken after his death, was found to have died seized, among 
uther manors, of Minster Lovell. It was liis son John who was 
summoned to Parliament 25tli of Edward I, and the writ of sum- 
mons to him and !iis descendants sometimes describes them as of 
Minster Lovel, sometimes of Docking in Norfolk. 

Ancient records, particularly the Inqnixilioncspoit tnorlew, or Es- 
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cheat rolls, and tlie 11 undred.rolJs, of the 7 th of Edw : 1st, afford very 
curious evidence respecting tliis manor, and the family of the Lov- 
els. The roll of 21st Edw. 3 mentions Mynster Lovel manor 
as having belonged to John Lovel Knt: and as being hotdenof 
the honor of Winchester, and in t!ie 36th of the same king it is 
enumerated among the other lands and teneraenta of John the 
son of Jdhn Lovel knight. Edward 11, in the 18th year of his 
reign, granted to Hugh Le Despencer, Earl of Winchester, two 
parts of the inaoor of Miiister Lovel with the appurtenances in the 
county of Oxford, which liad belongefl to John Lovel, to hold until 
the lawful age of tlie Heir, Saving to the king the knight's tees 
&c. rendering thereof annually £23. 

in tho reign o£ lliciiard II, or in Ihe early part of the reign of 
Hen- IV, John Lord Lovel made a great addition to his patrimo- 
nial estates, by his marriage witli Maud the daughter of Kobert de 
Holland. He died the 9th ol Hen. 4th, having in liis will descri- 
bed himself, in consequence of his marriage, by the title of Lord 
Lovel aud Holland, from whence unquestionably his desceudant the 
£arl of Egmoiit in 17GS, took the English title oE Lord Lovel and 
Holland, Ihe lilgraont family being descended from the Levels, not 
only as a branch of that family which under the name o( 
Percival settled in Ireland, but also through a marriage which 
the 1st Earl of Egmout made with a daughter of Sir Philip 
Parker ^ Morley, who was descended from Alice Baroness of 
Morley daughter of William Lovell Lord Morley, 2nd son o( 
William Lord Lovell of Tiehmarsh. In the Escheat Roll of 9th 
of Hen, 4th the manor of Minster Lovell appears in a long list of 
estates, of whicli John Lovell Knt : had been seized in right 
of bis wife Maud, thedaughterof Robert dc Holland. The hundred 
roll ot 7th of Edw. 1st contains a full account of the state 
of property in this parish at thai time. 

The inquisition recorded tliere, whiett was taken under n 
commission from the king, directing an inquiry respecting all 
the particulars of tenures and other iucideiits to which landed 
estates at that time were subject, and which it ap|iears -waa 
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taken oa tlie oaths of gentlemen and frecIioldRrs iti the adjoiTiing 
yillages, states that John Lovelt held the manor of Minster Lov- 
vell for half a knight's fee, of thn Earl of Leicester, and the Earl 
of the King in Capite, and the Pame John held in his tee the 
same manor. 3 carncates of land, and had a wood pertaining to 
the same manor within the cover (coopertnm) of the forest 
rf "Whichwood, and had a view ot i'mnkpledge and all appenda- 
ges to the same pertaining, intanthegenethef, waif &c. And also 
halt of the whole water which is in the river Wenrisse { Windrush) 
from the bridge of Wolmareshara down to the hill ot Minsler. One 
Villain and 29 freeholders are enumerated, with their respective 
services and rents. Sis tenants in Chilson, it is recorded, paid 
wnts to John Lovel, ot whom 5 are stated to pay their rents "pro 
p servitio salvo forinseco". 
^peara, moreover, from this Roll, that the manor of Min- 
iJovel, together with that of Hooknorton and Swertord, was 
exempted from entry by the bailiffs of the Etirl of Gloucester, a 
right which was exercised over other manors in the hundred of 
Chillington, of which the Eiitl was seized. 

In 1314, 9th otEiI.II, "John lord Lovel married Maud sister of 
lord Bamell, and so got possession ot the manor of Acton ISurnell, 
which remained in the family until the battle ot Stoke, when it 
was forfeited." Gent. Mag. July 1811, p. 17. 

The peerage, nnder the title ot Lovell, which originated 25 
Edw. 1st, became extinct in the 2nd of the reign ot Hen. 5, 1415, 
by the death of John Lovell the son of John and Maud his wife, 
bat was revived by Hen : 6th in 1425, in the person of William 
Lovell. To Ibis William Henry flth granted, in the ISth year of 
his reign, liberty to impark a certain parcel ot land called Mynstre 
Woods, with two adjoining fields (Rot. Pat. Pars. Sec.) and 
in the 24th to disafforest a Wood in Minster Lovell and 
make a Park there (Rot. cliart. 24 Hen. Gth). Both these 
Lords appear from the Escheat rolls, to have died seized, the lat- 
ter in the 33rd of Hen. 6th, of the manor ot Minster Lovell 
together with some adjoining manors, and anotbeT John Loid 
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Lovell, wlio died tlic 4th of Ed. 4lti, was found to have died 
seized of tlic manors ot Mjnstcr Lovell anti Miuster Parva. 

In the year 1437, Elizabeth, daughter of Bir U. Uouglos, of 
Lochbven ciistle in Scotland, and " maid of honour to Joanna 
queen o( James I of ScoLkiid, was in the iwyal apartment when it 
was attacked by the assassins of that king ; and on the first 
alornij she went to secure the door, but the bar Laving been re- 
moved, she thrust her arm into its place, in the hope of keeping 
them out; they hroke her arm in forcing open the door, and fin- 
ished their bloody tragedy," 13urkc'sCommonersof Great Britain, 
III, 120. This" lady married Sir Richard Lovel of Balurabie, by 
whom she had an only daughter and heiress Janet, who married 
Sir Robert Graham, of TinCrj, Stirlingshire. 

In 1432 Francis Lord Lovell was advanced to the dignity 
of Viscount Lovell. Among the MSS. preserved in the British 
Museum [Add. 0tl3 fol. 181], is tlie following account of the 
ceremony : 

" Kinge Kicharde the iiirde, in the * * * jere of his reigne, 
created Franncys lorde Lovell vyscounte Lovell as followeth : 

Item, on the Xlltli day, the kinge being iii aredynes, the said 
lord was B]>parelled in his parliament robes, and so brought fro 
the kinge's wardrobe betwene the lorde Morlej and the lorde 
Fitzhnghe with the officers of armes before hyni untill tliej came 
into the kinge's greate chamber, where his grace stood under hia 
clothe of estate, where, after obeysaunc made, liis pattent was 
reade by the kinge's secrettarye, wliicb was to him and his heyres 
males, which don and thanks geven, they deparled tjaward his 
chamber thorone the liaile, ledde and accompanyed as afore with 
the sound of trumpettes to iiis chambar, where he delivered to the 
officers of arms their fees, whereof, after the king's largess crjed, 
hya was erycd in iii places in the halle as followeth. Largesse de 
puissant et noble viscomte LoveU, seigneur de Holland, de Burnell, 
Deynecourt, et dc Grey de Hotherfield. 

Lord Lovell had much influence at court u 
Hence the following story. 
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1^ BhK BiMT «» a o^an ^evia tken^olRirWd ID. 
in his nHsaaueCollm^aamn vs csecand far bens Uk aathH 
ofMmeverMaoa^kng— Jtei^iiliii,8gKiEfardh«diB^ 
Sir Willmm Catc^, wd Lofd LorH, wlwh h^m: 

Tiw cat. Ike Blx a^ I««d e« dogge 

Rale alt Ea^imae uicr u hogse. 
Seethe Geotlcara's Ibs^nK for Apnl, 1<]S. p. 30!). 
Lord Lovell sided >ith Badiard 3rd ia iIk contest which t)i*t 
king maiutained for the crown, and [ought ml Bosvarlh, fntm 
wheuce lie escaped into lirlaod ; and afterwards irturnin:; into 
Englaod 09 a parlizan of Lambert Simiiell, fought in the Itattlc at 
Stoke near Newark on Trent, Sri of Hen, 7lb. and a report of Ilia 
havuig been slaiu in that figlii, soon ctrcalated : but tjiis remrt 
maj well be doubted, and the doabt has been since borne out by 
various concurrent circumstauces. After the battle he was eortninly 
seen endeavouring on horseback to swim the river Trent ; jel, from 
this period, no further mention is made of him by any of our his- 
torians. A rumour prevaded that he had, for tlie time, proservixl 
life, by retiring into some secret place, and that he was evciiliinlly 
starved to death, by tlie treachery or negligence of those in wliom 
lie had confided ; which report seems in later days, to be eoTifirmed 
by a very particular circumstance related in a letter from W'illimn 
Cowper Esqre, clerk of the Parliament, concerning tlie 8upi)osod 
finding of the body of Francis, Lord Lovet. 

IlEKTINOl'OIinilllRY pAHK, 

Sia. 9Aut;. 17:i7. 

I met t'other day witli a mcmornndiim 1 had uitiih! Horno 
years ago, perhaps not univorthy of notice. You may rei(u'[iilji'r, 
that Lord Bacon, in his history of flonry VII, giving an account 
of the battle of Stoke, says of the Lord Lovdl, who wni among 
the rebels, that lie fled and swam over the Trent on Imrm-bnclt, 
hnt conid not recover the further side by reason of tlie steepneiit 
of the bank and so was drowned in the river. Hut another rituort 
leaves him not there, but states that he lived long after in n oavc 
or vault. Apropos to this; on the 6th of May 1728, (he prctent 
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Duke of Bullaud related iu my heariug, that about twenty years 
then before, viz in 1708, upon occasion of new laying & chinincj 
afc Minster Lovel there was discovered a large vault under ground, 
in which was the entire skeleton of a man as having been sitdng 
at a table, which was before biro, with a book, paper, pen &c. In 
another part of the room lay a cap, all much mouldered and decay- 
ed, which the family aud others judged to be the Lord Lovel whose 
exit has hitherto been so uncertain. 

W. COWPEK. 

Hence it may be inferred that this powerful bat ill fated iiobl&- 
man retired secretly to his own castle; and having intrusted 
himself to some friend or dependant, died either by treachery or 
neglect ; a melancholy period to the fortunes of one of the greatest 
and moat active personages r^ the era in which he flourished. 
In his lordsliip vested the baronies of Lovel, Holland, Deyncoort-, 
and Grey of Kotherfield, all of wliich fell under the attainder that 
closed the last act of liis life's tragedy. One of Lord Level's 
manors — that of Bayons co. Lincoln, has become, by subsequent 
grant and repurchase, the property of the right honorable Charles 
Tennyson D'Eynconrt, who descends from the heirmalealao of this 
diatinguished warrior. See Burke's Annotations on the KoU of 
Battle Abbey, page 70; also Derbyshire Collections by Wolsey, 
Add. MSS. 6670. p. 397; and Topographical Miscellanies, No 
3 Oxfordshire. — 

Francis Lord Lovel was attainted llth of Hen. 7th and tfae 
statute for that purpose, llth of lien. 7th cap. 63, recitea. 
that in the act of attainder against the Earl of Lincoln Francia 
Lovell was ignorantly left out and omitted to the most "periiiow 
ensaraple of other being of auch traiterous myncies." He left be- 
hind him a widow, Anne, and two sisters, but no issue, and w 
him ended the male branch of the Lovela of Minster Lovelj and 
the dignities of Baron and Viscouut Lovel. 

But there was another member of the family who at this tima 
rose to possess as much power as Lord Francis had lost. Tlui 
waa Sir Thomas Lovel, who was treasurer of the king's household. 
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He received his kuightliood iii 1487 at the battle o! Stoke, be- 
came K. G. and afterwards one of the Executors of Henry 7th'a 
wife, and was in great favor with Ilcnry 8th. 

Upon the death of Edmund Lord Roos of Hamlake without 
issue, in 1508, the manor of Worceslers, iu the pariah of Enfield, 
came to liitn iu right of his wife, that nobleman's sister and co- 
heir. Enfield in consequence became tlie favorite residence of Sir 
Thomas Lovel and he died there May 25th 1524. He was buried 
in a degree of splendor almost royal, in the priory of Hali well Shore- 
ditch, vithin a chapel, beneath a wliite marble tomb, both of 
which he had himself prepared. Blotnfield iu his history of Nor- 
folk says the following lines nete inscribed upon a wall of the 
Priory House : 

All ye imns of Haliwell 

Pray ye both day and night 
For the soul of Sir Thomas Lovel 

Whom Harry the seventh made knight. 
Lettera illustrative ot Engliah History by Sir H. Ellis, Srd 
riea, voL 1, p. 197. 

title after the attainder of the Viscount, lay dormant, until 
of Greo. 2nd, wheu Sir Thomas Coke, K. B., of Holkham, 
, who at that time waa seized of the manor, and all the 
l»j [ffoperty iu the parish, was created baron Lovel of Minster Lov- 
eL This noble Lord was Post Master general from 1 738 until hia 
death in 1756; and in 1744 was raised to the dignities of Vis- 
Coke of Holkham, and Earl of Leicester. 

Lordship dying without issue, all the titles became ex- 
bnt by hia will the honour and estate was devised to hia 
nephew Wenman Roberts, wlio thereupon took the name ot Coke 
irom whom they descended to Thocnas William, the son of Wen- 
man, and lately the member for Norfolk. In 1812 Mr Coke 
alienated nearly all the property in the parish, excepting the 
woods, which consist of about 360 acres. The title of Lovel was, 
however, iu 1762, restored in the Perceval family, the Earl of 
ligmont having in tiiat year bceu made an English Peer, by the 
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title of Baron Lovel and Hollniid and Ihat Durony la now 
vested in tlie present Earl. 

In the various liistoricu! records of tlie Inst four or five hundred 
years, which are still existing in our public libaries, the uatne of 
Love! repeatedly occurs ; in fact members ot the family have filled 
almost every office of dignity both in church and state, bat in a 
work like the present, it would be an endless task and without 
much profit to enumerate then. 

The alien Priories in tliis Kingdom were not like the English 
Heligious Houses in the reign of Henry VI [I suppressed at once; 
they were gradually laid hold of hj the reigning sovereign, mostly 
by Bich. II. By whom Minster Lovel ftiory waa first seized, does 
not appear, but Henry VI had it in his bauds, and granted a lease 
of it to Edw. Lord Lovell, to hold for 15 years, at a rent ot £8. 
13- 8. per an. from the death of Queen Joan, In the 20[li year of 
his reign, he granted this rent and the reversion of the Priory to 
his newly founded College ot Eton. Rot. Pari. 20 Hen. VI, n. 17. 
Willis, in hia Hist, of Abbeys, Vol. 3, P. 179, gives the names 
of many ot the Priors of Minster Lovell. 

A survey ot 6th of Edward VI, is extant, which gives copious 
information ot the Manor. In the margin it has " Manor of 
Minster Lovell in the said county of Oxford parcel ot the posses- 
sions of John earl of Wariviek." But tbe manor and estates 
were f lien in the king's hands. The survey purports to have been 
made the 16th June in that year, by Michael Cameswell, tbe sar- 
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as the will of the Lord m great and little Minster Lovell, together 
with their respective rents and services, arc iiarticularly specified, 
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At that time also it is clenr, that there were customary tenants 
in Sliiltoii and Chilsoii and aha in Bamptoti (all which places 
are within a few miles of Minster Lovell) which were parcel of this 
manor; for there arc 5 customary tenants mentioned, whose tene- 
ments lay in Bamptoii, Aston, Shiiton, aiid Chilson, and their 
lands are particularized, with their reuts and services. A messuage, 
with the appurtenances, lying in Broderysingtoii in the county of 
Gloucester, is also mentioned in the survey as parcel of the 
manor, and at farm, on a lease (or 21 years. 

As appears from a memorandum subsequently attached tn thin 
aorvey, Robert Kelway Esqre held by indenture dated the 1st and 
Slnd of Phihp and Mary the site of the manor of Minster Lovel, 
with all houses to the same pertaining, with one orchard and a 
wall round the samCj and several closes of arable anil meadow 
land, the names and quantities of whiuli are given at £13. 10. 8 per 
annum. There is a memorandum among others in the survey, sta- 
ting that the Lord the King hath a warren there, and a several 
water called Wyoerisse (repleat with Pyk, Ell, Chevene, Trotts, 
and Creves plentie, which begins from l!ie mill called Wulaop 
mill (hodie Worsham mill) and so to the were, called Minster were. 
^e chief or quit rents mentioned in tlie Hundred Roll of 7th of 
Ed : 1st and the survey Cth of Ed : YI, as payable to the Lord 
oE this manor, by the free tenants in Minster Lovel, Chilson and 
Chadlington, are still by the most part paid to tliis day, the others 
have been lost by negligence or redtemed by purchase. It appears 
indeed by a plea put in by William de Valence in 13th Ed. let, 
in a quo warranto suit, that Henry III granted the manor of 
Bampton to him, William de Valeoee, in special tail, to hold of 
the King himself and his heirs. i3ut this is not of necessity incon- 
sistent with Daiopton being a subinfeudation of Minster Lovel ; 
for there are not wantijig instances in ancient times, of Kings 
holding lands of a s^ubject. 

But whatever might have been the case with the Manor of 
Bampton, the customary tenants in Bampton, certainly, as 
slated in the survey held under the manor of Minster Lovel. There 
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is in the Parish a smnller division called- Little Minster. This 
has in two inslaiices received the nppellalioa of a manor. 

In the escheat roll 23 of Ed, HI Minstre Parva inanor is com- 
prised in the catalogue of the possessions of Hugo Plasey ; and 
in the 4th of Ed ; IV John Level is found to have been seized 
of the mannrs ot Minster Lovel, and Minster Parva. It occurs 
in many other instances, without this aiipeUaliou. In Tesfa de 
Nevil, which contains inquisitions &c. of the reigns ot Hen. Ill 
and Ed. Ill, there is t!iis entry " Parva Minster : John of Cante- 
lupe holds in the same, half a Knight's Tee, of the Fee ot the earl 
of Warwick." The Charter Roll of 18 Ed. II has an Inquisition, 
ad quod damnuis., relating to a messuage ani land of Thomas 
AVeste in Littleminstre. 

In the escheat rolls, 1st of Edward III, it is stated, that Rich- 
ard of Stanlake, of Witney, held of Henry H^wz one measaoge, 
160 acres of land, and 10 acres of meadow, in Little Minstre, and 
in the 7th of Edward III, John ot St Pliilibert and Ada hia wife, 
are enrolled as the owners of one messuage and one plough land 
in Minstre Parva. 

A messuage and land called Laundells, also in Litlle Minster, | 
are commemorated in the escheat roll oE the 8th ot Henry IV, u 
being part of the possessious of JoIiti Lovel knight and Maud his { 
wife. 

The hundred roll of 7th ot Edward I finds that Margaret ct 
Cantilupe holds the hamlet ot Parva Minstre ot the earl of War- 
wick, for half a knight's fee, and the earl of the king in 
capite. 

It expressly moreover distinguishes it from the other part "' 
Minster Lovel, by recording that it owes suit to the hundred "i 
Chadlington, and to the two great county courts of Osfordshil^f 
and the two tourns of tlie sheriff, liolden in Chadhngton hundrCit 
and that the bailiffs of the countess of Gloucester shall come ouce 
a year to hold a view of frank -pie dege, and shall have the amerce- 
ments, a jurisdiction from which we have seeu that the manor »' 
large was exempt. But the silence of the roll as to Little Mil"- 
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ter being a dislinct manor, is coticlueive evideTice against tlie fact. 
There is this difference between the handred roll, 7t!i of Edward 
I, and the Inquisitions Post Mortem, that in the former, tenures 
and Eeadal rights were the express objects of inquiry under Uie 
king's eomniission ; whereas, in the Inquisitions, the quantity of 
possessions, whereof the particular tenant died seized, was rather 
the matter of inquiry, than the precise nature of them ; and the 
description of a manor given to an estate being altogether inciden- 
tal, it does not tberefare carry with it absolute authority. At this 
day the name of Little Minster is atill given to a hamlet on the 
south side of the river ; but, tor all parochial purposes, the hamlet 
is incorporated with the rest of the parish, its precise boundaries 
are not known, and no idea exists of its being an independent 
nattor. 

Leland, in his Itinerary, speaks thus of Minster Lovell : " Then 
about a mile to Mynstcr village, having the name of Lovell, 
barde by the ehurche. Master Vintor, of Wadeley by Faringdon, 
bath it of the kinge in ferine." 

Messrs Buck, in 1789, engraved a north view of it. From thia 
vitT it should seem that, in 1729, the building was iu a perfect 
state, and iu good preservation ; and the accuracy of thia view is 
attestetl by the present remains exactly conciding with it, as far as 
fliey esist. But the 120 years which have passed since the date 
of Buck's engraving, have made a great alteration in the appear- 
ance of the ruins. 

It was visited in 1775 by Grose, who in his Aniiquiiiet, vol. iv, 
girea a view of the south aspect, (tliere called by mistake the 
north'Cast) from which it appears that the building was then in 
the same state of dilapidation in which it is at present. Grose says, 
" It appeara by its ruins to have been a large and elegant building. 
The conventual chureh and part of ei gate-way are the chief re- 
Ettins. Some other buildings, formerly offices to the monastery, 
■reconverted to out-houses for the adjoining farm." 

Thia ancient place was not, as Grose seems to have supposed it 

toliaTe been, the old priory or monastery, but the mansion of the 

13 
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lorda of the manor, built possibly on the site of the priorj. 

The. ruins stand oh the south-east side of the chureh, very near 
to the rivrr AVindnish. It, is difficult to say what parts of the ori- 
ginal building they formed, but they are extensive and display a 
rieli style of the ornamented Gothic, 

A minute exauiination of the ruins, has led me to propose the 
following aecount of them as bi-iiig more probable than any 
other. 

1. The building evidently formed a large square, having each 
of its sides facing, as nearly as possible, the four cardinal points 
of the compass, 

2 The south-side of the quadrangle stood parallel with the 
river Windrush, and within a few feet of its bank. 

3, The whole of the south and east sides of the (Quadrangle 
have been destroyed. 

4. The only remaining parts are the whole of the north side 
saving that a road for carts has been cut through the middle of it, 
the shell of a tower standing at the south end of the west side of 
the quadrangle, and a low wall joining this lower to the west end 
of the north side of the quarangle. Whether the four sides ot 
the square were filled with buildings, or merely consisted of con- 
necting walls may be considered as doubtful ; but the existing 
state of the ruins shews thnt the northern side of the quadrangle 
was the principal part of the whole castle. This portion of the 
building presents seme noble architecture There is a large room 
upwards of 50 feet long, but the roof has long since disappeared, 
and the windows on each side, open to the eaves, are many feet 
above the ground. This shews tiiat there was no upper slory : 
neither is there any appearance ot rafters ever having been in- 
serted in the side-walls. I therefore consider this to have been 
the old baronial dining hall, and no doubt the dinners once given 
in that grand old hall were in good keeping with the apartment 
itself. Along the north side of the hall, and separated by the 
hall from the main quadrangle ot tiie catle, is an elegant room 
with three beautiful windows, looking towards the church: this 
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room WHS probably the withdrawing room, and at iU eastern end is 
a groined archwaj leading by a principal doorway from the open air 
into the lower end of the hall. At the northwest and sonlh-wcst 
ends of the hall are traces of stairs cat in the thickness of the wall 
or runaiug up spirally througli corner- turret a to the roof of tlie 
building. At the eastern end of the hall and of the northern front 
of the building were once low offices, and on the western side of 
the hall was a large room extending to the end of the nortii front, 
where is still to be seen a large mullimied window. This room 
was ased for a barn nntil a year or two ago, when the roof fell in 
and with it many interesting features of this ancient edifice were 
irretrievably destroyed. 

A large thick open door studded with strong bolts of iron, 
and hung on liinges of a singular shape and size, unquestionably 
transferred from the old mansion, at once secures and adorns the 
entrance of the adjoining manor farm-house, now occupied by Mr 
J<An Qillett. 

The church is a small elegant building, and in a state of sub- 
stantial preservation; the pews, tlie reading desk, and the pulpit, 
nntil lately, were in a shabby condition. These defecis, and the 
neglected state of the village in general, may he attributed to the 
non-residence in the parish, for many scores of years, of the lord 
of the manor, or of any person of rank or fortune. The last per- 
son who look up his abode in this paridi, seems to liave been Dr 
Peter Heylin : and on the wall of the chancel there is a monument 
viUi this ineription -. 

Siste, viator : hoc entni monumentum tihi cxemplnni cxhtbet 
(quantum exempla possint insculpi niarmore) pictatis erga Dcum 
quain primitivfe vitseque non uno vei altero, scd omnium genere 
Hrtutum ornatie. A morte scilicet raemoriara Henrici Ueylyu 
srmigeri vindicat, cujns Tiatalis non minus per animi doles, quam 
per parentum gencrosum decus claruit. Sub rege Carolo I'rimo 
fortiter militaTit, non tain atipcndii quam ecclesia; gratia et prin- 
dpis, quorum otrorumqae rebus coucussis et desperatis, aniiDum 
servavit inlrepidnm et semper rcginm. Post rcdttum Caroli 
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Secundi ruris otiuni cam digititate |>nctulit Aulte strepitui et ne- 
gotio lubrico ; tanJemque confectis annia circiter 80, ad Minster 
Lovel e£flavit animam, Oct. 13, 1695 ; propter magoificentiam, mco-- 
utii suavitatem, hospitaiitatcm, et benevolcntiam, desideratas om- 
nibus proceribus aeque ac paupcribus. Juxta etiam hoc monumen- 
tum (imptnsis Henrici Peacoke extructum) Edwardus HeyliD 
Hetirici pater, et Eliznbethn ntater iu Christo obdorroiuut. 

The arms at tlie tup of tbe monament, are : Three stags' heada 
proper, un a shield sable, impaled with a saltier, gules, ou a field 
argent. 

The only other inscriptions in the church are on flat stones ; 
they are very few, and are as follows i 

In the Chancel. 

Henry Powell, vicar of this parish, died Feb. 12, 1791, 
i^ed 70. 

Anna, filia Doctoris Clay, hie jacet, 1616, Jan. 2. Arms : Three 
fleurs de Lys cheveron embattled. 

In the South Tranfejit. 

Here lyetli the body of Johu Wheeler, gent : He had issue by 
Jane his wife, John, Thomas, Edward, Edmund, Elizabeth, Jane, 
Anne, Sarah, and Susanna, who departed tliia life the second day 
ot AagQst, ilk the year of our Saviour Christ, 1661 : setatia 
sute 36. 

There is however, one tomb of very singular workmanship and 
beauty. It consists of a full length figure of a man, clad in com- 
plete armour, lying on a pedestal. The whole pedestal, as wellaa 
figure is of marble a little discoloured by age, but still capable of 
being restored to its original purity. The injuries wiiich it has 
received from time are not very considerable : there is a partial 
fissure in the figure, owing to the settlement at one end of the 
pedestal, and the ornaments ou one side of the latter are some- 
what mutilated, from that side having been open to a common 
public sitting. The other side is protected from mischief by the 
wall of a pew, and is probably therefore in a state of perfect pre- 
HTvationi From what remains and is visible, we may form v 
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correct juJgmcul of wliat it original]; was, and what it might be 

made to be again, at a very small espeiise. Tlie figure itself, anil 

the armour are beautifully cliiselled, with the hands clasped, and 

the head aud feet reposing oo two pieces of carved work. The 

carvings on tlie pedestal consist of smaller figures, and are csqui- 

sitely wrought. The coats of arras are worn plain by time, and 

ate not capable of being made out. Tliere is no inscription on this 

tombj — so rare in a country church — to say to whose memory it 

VBS erected ; aud tradition is wholly silent on the subject. But 

t there is no doubt that it was built io honor of one of the knights 

^^Hivous of the Lovel family ; aud it is a matter of wonder that 

^^^Kher monument is seen in this church to perpetuate the 

^HKnory of a family so noble, aud so long settled in this place. 

The vicarage is in the diocese and arch-deaconry of Oxford, aud 

ia the patronage of Etou college. The late vicar was the Kev. 

Michael Mesham, to whom the Eev. Robert Earle, the present 

iacumbent, succeeded in 1818. The value of the hving in the 

king's books is ^8. 9s. 7d : it is discharged from the payment of 

first-fmita. 

The pariah of Minster Lovel contains, including the roads and 
free-board, 1939 acres of land. 

The manor aud fishery, witli about 700 acres of land, have 
passed by purchase from Mr Coke iiito the hands of William 
Elias Taunton esq. The other proprietors are John Walker gen- 
tleman, John Clinch banker of Witney, Sarah CoUis, Trances 
Siieppard spinster, William Hudson who owns the mill, which is 
apphed as well to fulling Witney blankets, as to grinding corn; 
Mr Coke, who retains the woods, which are the most extensive 
aud best timbered in the county, the Rev. Mr Earle in right of hia 
vicarage, and Lord Henry Stewart. 

The population, &c. of the parish, according to the census of 
J821, were as follows : Inhabited houses 57 — AgricuUural 
families 4.4 — Traders 19— other families? — Males 180 — Females 
146— Total 326. 
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§ 35, CuRBHiDOK — Cauwell IIouse — The Wesiidij Fa^il?. 

The small liiimlet of Curbridge lies about two milfts out of 
\Vitnej on the Bampton road. It is a lowHy looking village, 
with little to attract notice. Some of tlic liouses appear to be 
built oil tlie foundations of older edifices, and lierc and there is 
seen a wall, evideiiily of cr>nsiJcrai>lc antiquity. Almost half the 
land belonging to the whole parish of Witney, lies in this hninlet, 
and a small chapel of ease has lately been built here. 

There are also the remains of what was once a fine baromnl 
mansion or castle, now called CuswcU House. A large moat runs 
round it and the solid pieis of the great gateway, defended by 
loop holes on each side for discharging missiles at an assailant, 
are still to be seen, as depicted in the accompanying etcliing. 
The whole is now used as a farm-house, shewing ua that the arts 
of husbaadry aud of peAceful hfc will outlive tlic munitions of 
war, and the pomp of baronial castles, 

I have not been able to discover who were the founders and 
original- occupiers oE tbis once stately mansion: but the last family 
of distinction who resided here were the Wenmans, of whom 
Antony Wood says, in his MSS., that they were originally clothiers | 
of Witney and being the first that used vaius or carta with fonr I 
wheels to carry their cloth to London, were called wainrcen, or | 
else the first of them was a driver of a wain. Their old house in I 
Witney was until lately an inn {The Crown to the east of the I 
Town Hail). Within half a mile of Caswell House, is a well | 
in the fields, cased in stone. 

To] the above brief notices, may be appended a letter from 
Edward Dalton esq. of Dunkirk House near Nailsworth, dated 
March 23, 184-3, to the Eev. Thomas Symons, and inserted in 
that gentleman's Manuscript Collections [viii, 328] of which ao 
much use has been made in this work. " My family were resideut 
freeholders at Curbridge, in the parish of Witney, from before 
1570 to 16i4, when they followed the dechmng fortunes of Kiug 
Charles, and suffered grievously at Nen bury. During the above 
licriodj their names frequently occur iu the parish registers, and 
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cliurcli books, as church-wDrdcns, waj-wardcna, S:c. But my wish 
is lo trace above the first named date. In Willis's MUred abbieB, 
ToL ii, p. ISS, is this entry : "A pension paid to "William Dallon, 
chantry priest, of Witney, Oxford." " W*altcr Dotyn, fellow o£ 
Eseter College, Oxford, is buried with a monument dated 1603, 
in St Miciiael's cburcli, Oxford." This extract from the preamble 

to mj pedigree shews three descents James was son ot 

Walter Ualton, of Curbridge Court, eldest son ot that Walter 
Dallon, wbo was grievously wonndei! in the head, fighting under 
the royal banner at Newbury battle, where the chief of his house 
(col. Thomas Daftoii, who raised the D&lton regiment of horse 
tor king Cliarles, as recorded in Englund's Bloodi/ Tribunal) was 
inorfally wounded, and died in Marlborough. There were slain, 
also, in that Eight Charles, Marmaduke, Edward, and William 
Dalton, of this family," I have also hoped to find, in some pri- 
vate or public collection, some memorial of my family, previous to 
their migrating from Oxfordshire. The family tradition is, that the 
money received for the sale of Curbridge was given into his majesty's 
own hand by Walter Daltou, in a long leathern purse, on the top 
of the stairs at Christ Church, Oxford. The land bought in 
Wales with the residue still continues in the family. They were, 
at the time of tlie civil wars, for several following generations, in- 
timately connected with the Ashbumhams. Edwakd Daltos. 

§ 36. Clt-lffLEY — HaILKT — KOMAN CAMP ON HaILEY HeATH — 

EoMAN Roars. 

Crawley and Hailey, hamlets attached to Witney, are for certain 
parochial purposes distinct parishes and each of them now has its 
church or chapel. The chapel at Hailey was built and consecra- 
ted in 1701, but that of Crawley only within the last four or five 
years. 

Many years ago, these hamlets were surrounded by verv exfeu- 
rive heaths : but these have been much abridged by the enclosure 
act. Hailey Heath presents a feature ot ancient times which has 
been little noticed by antiquaries — the remains of a Roman camp. 
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Before llie North-leigli portion o£ the heath was enclosed, attbe 
time of the riots, this earth-work ran along the face of the hill east- 
ward, as far as the Woodstock road, and even now it may be clear- 
ly traced : but the plough is rapidly levelling its banks ; it is moat 
perfect at tbeffcstcrn end. Tradition still connects the spot with 
the Komans. 

In Woodlejs Copse, not far to the east, are some other military 
remains; but whether of Romau or Danish origin, cannot now be 
decided. 

There can be no doubt that the Romans left behind them 
remains of their greatness in this as in every other part of tie 
south of England, and it iias been tbought that the Akeman street 
passed very near Witney. I have not been able to verity this 
supposition, and tlie means for ascertaining the truth of such tra- 
ditions become daily more slender, in proportion as tillage altera 
the appearance of the country. It appears, however, from the 
subjoined extract of a letter, from a gentleman [Mr Akerimm] who 
has speiit sometime in the town, that there are still traces of some- 
thing, which can hardiy be explained by any other supposition thaa 
that they are the romains of an ancient road which once passed 
through the town. 

"I always conceived that there were remains of a Boman tribu- 
tary road close to Witney. For instance, there is a foot-path 
across the crofts, immediately behind Mr Gregory's garden, run- 
ning across the centre of the field now occupied (I believe) by Mr 
T. Shaffrey, and leading to the s])ring. I have freqaently observed 
after a shower, what I thought to be remains of a very ancient, if 
not a Roman, way. Large stones, set in a radiating position, may 
be found in many places there ; I have traced the same kind oE 
pitching in a field called Appleby Piece, on the road to Minster 
Lovel, opposite the Union Workhouse. I always fancied 
were portions of one and tlie same way, but never could find 
delineation on maps of Roman ways, to confirm me 
opinion." 
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i 37. Stasi'os HAEcoTJitT — Devil's Coii- — Ensham — Crull- 
BUBi — Stonesfibld — Lea-Field — North and 
South Leigh. 
tut 4 miles £rom Witney to tiie South-east, and ?. miles south 
isham, uear the river TliameSj is Stanton Harcourt, the 
it seat of the Hareourta, a branch of a noble family in Nor- 
The old kitchen is noticed by Dr Plot, being built of 
square at bottom and octangular above, ending like a tower, 
fires being made against the walU, the smoke ascended up 
Without any funnels or disturbance to the cooks, and being 
by a large conical root, went out at the loop-holes in the 
■which were shut or opened according to tlie direction of the 
From the form of the windows, bishop Littleton supposed 
they were put in, and the whole repaired, about the reign of 
Heary IV. 

Etchings on a large scale have been made of this kitchen and 
the chapel, which is very ancient, by a former earl. In one of the 
towers Mr Pope finished his fifth volume of Homer ; while Ilia 
friend Gay was at Cokcthorpo, another seat of lord Harcourt. Two 
miles from hence, in a common field near the house, the two 
lotera were struck by lightning; and their epitaph by Mr Pope, is 
in the parish church, as likewise another on the earl of Harcourt. 
The principal monuments arc in the aisle called Harconrt's 
chapel, which contains numerous and splendid memorials of the 
timily. The Harcourts chiefly resided at the castle till about the 
jfiar 1688, after which the mansion twice fell into decay and it 
was demolished about 1770 with the exception of the gate house, 
kitchen, and domestic chapel, which still remain entire together 
with the high and embattled wall which formed the eastern side of 
tile court. 

At a short distance from the village are three huge monumental 
stones called the Devil's Coil, of which the history is entirely k 
nutter of conjecture. 

Ensham, or Eynsham, by the side of the Thames, is oalled by 
Camden a royal villa. Here King Ethelred, by the advice of the 
H 
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archbishops of Canterbury and York, held a council, iu which 
many decrees were eiiacleii, bot!i ecclesiastical and civil. A 
monastery of Bciiedicfiiie moiilia was founded by Athelmar, or 
Aylmer, earl of CornwaO nnd Devon, before the j'ear 1005. About 
the time of Ihe conquest it was left desolate, and given by Bemigius 
bishop of Lincoln, to the monastery of Stow in Lincolnshire ; but 
restored, and inucli augmented, on the removal of the abbat and 
monks from Stow hither, and by lands given by Robert Bloet bis- 
hop of Lincoln, in exchange for Newark aud StoT", At the dis- 
solution the monastery was granted by Henry VIIT to Sir Edward 
Korth and William Darcy^. Li Camden's time the abbey was 
turned iuto a private liouse, and belonged to the earl of Derby. 

Six miles north from Witney lies Chahlbuhv, n small town on 
the Evenlode; and near it is Bkiidford park, a seat, formerly, of 
the earl of Clarendon, and then called Cornbury; but being a 
few years since purchased by the duke of Marlborough aa a seat 
for his sou the marquis of Blandford, the name of the seat is 
chauged. Two miles cast from Charlburj lies Stonesfield, or 
Stunsfield, where a brge Roman pavement was dug up in the 
year 1713. 

Lea-field is an ancient village about three miles and half north- 
west of Witney. The church was built some time in the last 
century, and nas repaired and enlarged a few years ago : it has 
one bell and a clock. There still remains the basis of a cross 
near which are the stocks and an old tree, at which the people of 
the village used to meet in former times, as in a market-place. 
Near this place is an old barrow, which no doubt contains the 
body of some departed worthy, probably of ancient British origin. 

The only other villages, which I shall here notice — and that 
very briefly — are NonTH and Sodtii Leigh. At the former the 
most remarkable object ot interest is the foundation of a Bomati _ 
villa, which was disinterred some years ago, and at the latter t^M 
the pulpit iu which the famous John Wesley preached liis fiis^nr^ 
Hermon. An inscription placed at the entrance of the chanc^^] 
relates that this pulpit together ivitli the pews and the cieling ^:»| 
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the cliancel &c. were tbe gift of Williain Gore esq, in Hie jear of 
our Lord 1713. The basin used formerly for holy water in the 
Bomaii Catholic time is still remaining. 

§ 38. Chauitable Foundations. 
A passing word may be given at the conclusion of this work, 
to the immeroua public cliaritiea which have been founded from 
time to time for the benefit of Witney and ita neighbourhood. 
To give a full account of these would require a second volume of 
amilnr size with the present. The reader is thereof referred to the 
l»cge volume publi-sbed by the Commissioners of the public chari- 
tier, which contains eterj thing essential on this subject. None of 
ihein have been altered '■ince the publication of that volume ; but, 
on the other hand, the estate lett h\ Kobert Maddox who died 10 
or 12 years ago, has lalely fallen into hand, and is now added to 
the other funda which tend to better the condition of the work- 
ing dassea. 
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1. PlEaDINDS IK THE ZoTU Q. ElIZABKTU. 

la the filUentt) year of O. EUzabtth, A. D. 1573, Thomu Hankca and 
Viltiun Elmer late bailira of the Town of Witney in Oxrordihirc were 
dixnined to answer to the Queen for the price of certain felons' goods. 
Tbiy ippear and plead. 

De Thoma Uanlces el WlUelmo Elmer nuper iallivu T'illcE lU 
Wjdtey in comitatu Oxoit\ia\ de pretio lionorvm ei ealaUonnt 
HiMtt Fame nuper de/elmtia attincti exonerandis, et de eitdem 
hnt el cataUif Roberto permi»»wne divina Wiatonienti epiecopa- 
ni/tute lUerarum paientium nvper regia Ilexrici Sexli allocatU. 

Memorandum quod prseceptum fuit vicecomiti Oxoiiiic, per 
htcve domiiUB regiufe nunc Elizabeths hujus scaccarii, datum 
duodecimo die Februarii, aimo icgni sui quintodecimo, qiioil tioii 
omilteret &c, quin earn &c. Et quod distringeret Thomam Haiikes 
et Willdmum Elmer nuper ballivoa villa; dc Wjtney in comilatu 
Oxonia; per terras &c. Ita &c. in crastiuo clivuai Paaclitc hoc Ter- 
Diino, ad resjwiidenduiQ prjetatte DomiuEe regina; nunc de pretio 
diversorum bonorum et catallorum Thomie Yausse do dicta batUva 
liictonim ballivoruin Jc Eclouia attincti et coovicti, vel ad Odtcn- 
dendaro eidem dominre reginse quare inde rcspoiidere iion di.^beanl ; 
nmit continetur in Compoto foriuseco Johanuia Crotcr arniigcri 
nuper vicecomitis comitatus praedictj, nuper computautis de cxiti- 
bus officii sui prtcdicti, videlicet a festo »ancti Micbaelis archaii- 
^i anno regni prKfatx dominfc regime nunc sexto, U8i[ue idem 
kAxan sancti ^fichaelia archangeli tunc proximo »cquci)i<, aniii* 



ApPF-NIMJi 



NO 1. 



rcgiii tjusdein ilouiiiitc regina; nunc septiino. AJ quem diem 
Gcorgiua Danycra nrniigcr vicecomcs coinitatus jjriedicti retornavit 
breve prrcJictum sibi in prasmisais directum. Et inandavit per 
indorsameiitura rjusdnm brcvis, quod praitati Thomas Hankes et 
Willelraus Elmer districti sunt, unde esitus &c. 

Et modo ad prsedictum craatinum elausi Paschre hoc tennino 
venerunt hie prcetati Thomas Hankes et Willelmua Elmer in pro- 
priis personis suis, Et pctunt auditum brevis pnedicti, et eia 
legitur ; petunt etiam auditum prfedicti compoti forinseci prtefati 
Johanuis Croker Brmigeri nuper vicecomitia comitatus prjedicti, 
in brevis prEedicti superius specificati unde breve illud auam 
primnm cepit origirieui, et eis legitur quoad bona et catalla prasfati 
Thoiate Vausse in hKC verba. Oxonia, Bekkescika ; Compotus 
Johannis Crnker armigeri nuper vicecomitis comitatus prsedicti, 
a festo Simcti Miclmelis archangel! anno rcgiii dominte regiiue 
nunc Eliaabethfe, Dei gratia AngliiR Franciie et Ilibemife regiiiie, 
fidei deteiisoris &c. sexto, usque idem festum Sancti Micbaelis 
archangeli tunc proximo sequens, anno rcgui ejusdem dominffi 
regiiiffi nunc septimo, scilicet per unura annum integrum ; TeHSB 
tencmenta bona et catalJa altinctorum utiagatorum telonom et 
fugitivorum in comitatu priedicto, de aliquibus proficuis proveni- 
entibuH de bonis et catallis diversarum personarum subscriptarum 
attinctarum in comitatu pradicto infra tempus hujus compoti lion 
respondet, Eo quod eadcm bona et catalla ad manus dicti nuper 
vicecomitis comitatus pnedicti ininime devenerunt, Tiec aliqns 
inde parcella devenit, ut dicit super sacramcutum suumj scilicet res- 
pondet inlerius balhvis de Wytney in praedicto comitatu OxoniB, 
pro pretio bonorum et catallorum Tiiomas "Vausse de dicta village 
lelouia attincti et convicti, prout iu jinedicto compoto in cuna 
hie in eustodia ingrnssntoris niagui rotuli hujus seaccarii intw i 
alia plcnius continetur. Quo lecto et per i)npfatos Thoman) 
Haiikes et 'WillchnLim Elmer audilo et intelleeto, iidem Thorns 
Hankes et Willelmua Elmer protestando dicunt, quod prtedictaa 
compotus forinsecus ])r£efati nuper vicecomitis, ncciion prooeBsu* 
prsedictus ex eodem compoto forinseco in forma prBcdicta emariiiW' 
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A materia in eisdem couipoto et proccssu coiitciifa ct apccificata, 

minus sufficicutia in lege existunt, ad ipsos de aliquibus bonis aivc 

catalLbsivede uliquo pretio eorundem, pnefatce dominte regime nunc 

Tespondcre coitipelleudos. Pro placito dicunt, quod diu aute pne- 

dictum tempus dicti compoti pnefati nuper yicecomitis, et dia ante- 

qoara praadictus Thomas Vausse de felonia attinctus fuit, quidam 

HenrieusnuperCardiiialis AngliiB nuper episcopuaWiiitonieiisiafuit 

seisitus de et in manerio de W'jtiiey in pnedicto comilatu Oxoiiiie 

com suis juribus membriei et pertiuentits in dominico auo ut de 

feodo, in jure episcopatua sui WiiitoiiiEC prEedictij et ipse sic 

inde scisitua cxistena — Here follows a pleailing of dieers matters, 

Et dicnnt ulterius prsedicti Thomas Haukea et Willelinus Eimer, 

;pmedicta viUa de Wytney in dicto coiiipoto et ia brevi prte- 

1113 speciticata, preedicto tempore confectlonis dictarum 

pateatium dicti iiuper regis Henrici sCKtij et posted prss- 

ipore convictionis et attinctune dicti Thomee Vaussc, fnit 

elmodo est parcella prsedicti manerii de "Wytney cum suis juribus 

raembria et pertinentiis, de quo prinfatua llenricua nuper epiaco- 

puB WintoiuEe praadicto tempore corifectiouia dictarum literarum 

patentium fiiit in forma pnedicta seisitus, et de quo praitatus 

wmo episcopus pnedicto temijore attiuctune efc convictionis pra:- 

■ btj Thoma! Vauase fuit et modo est in forma pnedicta seisitus, 

Qaodque prasfatus Tliomas Vausse praidicto tempore feloniEe ausc 

liradictffi perpetrate et commissie, et pctedicto tempore attinctune 

etcoaviutionia suie pnedicto, fuit tenena prssdicti nunc episcopi 

umns teuemeiiti in Wytney prEedicta, parcellie prfedicti manerii 

qiBdem episcopi de Witney pnedicta, et residcus infra idem 

p nunerium. Qme omnia et singula priefati Tbomaa Hankesi et 

i Wiilelmus Elmer parati sunt veriticare prowt curia &c ; unde non 

h intendnnt quod dicta domina regiuii nunc ipsos in prEeuiisais 

Bllerios impetero sen occasionarc velit. Et petunt judicium quod 

ipii, quoad ulterias respondendum pncEat?B dominie reginre nunc 

inpiffimissis, ah hac curia dimittniitur. Et quia curia vult habere 

iiouein in pnemissis antequam ulterius &c. datus est dies 

Thomcc Hankes et Willelmo Eluier in statu quo nunc 




. s* 1. 



fgi lAAltaB tnmttit, nee haboeniiit 




et bdendam quod &e. 
WiHriro sofemuitcr vooiti 



I 
I 



i died ooDii- 

Ab qpBB CMS fee et quod &■ 

Elmer nt prius 

Ad qneni 

E^nft ke«cu Ueo kia. lU frc^; aoul 

Hka hnvB ictofadb^B Hdrio. . J&o noo fiik hie uhoiiu est- 
qaslio. As; <m wwm « IS JE&. &C 9. 



2. ORIGINAL ACT or PARLUMENT FOR WfTSET GBAIOIAB 

scaooi. A. D. leftL 

Axiio Baffin cabou II, rtfit JMgii^, Seotm, Fnmam et Biimim 
itamo 9*»A». M Oe f M ilmMtm i Aafn «l Wetlmimtter Oe &IA 
Ji^^Mt9,^mm Stmimi \««l. Im tie \^ti ytm ^ tie mgn 
ifvmr moat fno Ms mnrMg* tori Ciaria, by lie grace if God, <^ 
Em^amd, SeeOamd, Fnmce *md InUmdh»ff, defender oftAe/aUi* 
^. And iien omHMmed tiU tie I9ti ^ May, im tie Utkpaf 
if]M majet^a aaid reiyn, aad tie»et pronymed to tie 18M ^ 
A«nM»7 tie» uettJbUoKing. Jmi Here eamtimned ta tie %'lik of 
JnhffiK tie\^iiyear(fkuM^atftTeign:aMdtiemexproroguedio 
tie VQth <f Marek tiea nertfalloafing. Londmt : printed ^ J^k» 
Bill and CArulopier Barker, prialert to He Ha^g awff eteeUfl'^ 
majealy. 1664. Cuia pricileyio. 

ASNO XV CaROLI n HEGIS. A» ACT POS THK SKTTLINS 
OF A FRKESCBOOL IN WlTNBT IN THE CorSTT OF OXON, MOW* 



J 
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ERBCTKD ASD ENDOWED BY HeNRY BoX, CITIZKN AN1> GUOCER 

OF London, deckased. 
Whereas Henry Box, citizen and grocer of Londou, lately de- 
ceased, bath, out of » sincere intention of public good, et his 
own proper cosU and charges, in his life time, erected a Inrge 
free-school, with a very fair house for one schoolmaster and one 
usher, standing upon two acres oE ground, in Witney, in the 
county of Oxou : and also, by his will in writing declared his in- 
tention to settle the said house and two acres of land, and also 
fifty pounds pet annum rent charge to be issuing out ot his lands 
in the parish of Longworth in the county of Berks, then or now 
in the occupation of John Couldry or his assigns, by lease for years, 
aader the rent of one hundred and fifty pounds per annum. Ajid 
further declared, that his intention was to have the same settled 
npon the four wardens of the fraternity of the art or mystery of 
grocers in the city of London, for the maintenance of the said 
free-school, schoolmaster and usher ; and thereupon his relict 
uid executrix, Mary Box, hath humbly prayed, that it may be 
enacted : 

Be it therefore enacted by the king's most excellent Majesty, 
fay and with the advice and consent of the lords spiritual and 
temporal and the commons assembled in parliament, and by the 
Mthority of the same, that for ever hereafter there be and shall 
be in the town o£ Witney in the County of Oxon, One free Gram- 
mar school for education and instruction of children and youth, 
which shall be called the free Grammar School of the foundation 
of Henry Box. And that there be for ever hereafter, one master, 
lod one usher of the said school. 

And for the better effecting of the pious intentions of him 
the said Henry Box, and that such rent charge, or lands, tene- 
ments, and hereditaments as have been, or may be by virtue of this 
act, granted, purchased or assigned to so good a work, may be 
the better ordered and governed for the contiimance and main- 
tenance of the said free-school ; be it further enacted by the au- 
thozity aforesaid that the said tour wardens of tbe said company 
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of grocers Louiion for the time beiug, aud their successors, war- 
dens ot the saine fral^ruity, be, and shall be goveruors of the 
revenues and possessions of the free grammar school of "Witnej 
in the county of Oxoii, of the foundation ot Henry Bos ; and they 
the said wardens ot the company ot grocers for the time being, 
and their successors, are hereby made, constitnted, created, and 
ordaiued governors of the possesaions and revenues of the said 
free grammar-school ot "Witney in the said county of Oxon, of the 
foundation of the said Henry Box, and that they and their sac- 
cessora bcj and shall be for ever hereafter, in deed, fact and name, 
one body corporate and politic of themselves, to be called and 
known by the name of the governours of the free grammar .scliool 
of Witney in the county of Oxon, oE the foundation of the said 
Henry Box, and ol the possessions and revenues thereof : and 
that by the same Dame Eur ever hereafter they shall be known, 
called and named, and shall have perpetual succession : and they 
the said governours and their successors are hereby incorporated 
and made one body corporate and politic, by the same name for 
ever really and fully to continue, and by tlie same name may sue 
and be sued, plead and be implcdcd, answer and be answered unto 
in all and singular causes, suits and actions, real, personal and 
mixt, and in all and all manner of other suits and causes whatso- 
ever, of what nature kind or quality soever, in whatsoever courts 
or places in this realm or elsewhere, and to do and execute all 
other things as amply as any person or persons capable in law, or 
as any other body corporate or pohtic in this realm may or can 
do or execute ; and that thay and their successors shall be for ever 
hereafter seised of the said school, house, two acres ot land, and 
of the said rent charge of fifty pounds per annum, the said rent 
to be paid at the feast of Saint Michael the archangel, and the 
Annunciation of our blessed lady Mary the virgin, or within 
twenty days after the said feasts, by equal portions and payments; 
and shall from time to time for ever hereafter have power to 
distrain tor the said rent, or any part thcreoE, or take or use 
any other lawful means tor the same (to the use of the said free 
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school) which itliall liappen to be behind ou the tlnya 
mi times whereon the same is or shall be limited to be paid. And 
tliat they the said govcrnours and their successors for ever here- 
nfter, shall have a common seal to be used for the ensealing of 
Iheir affairs and business relating to the said grammar-school, and 
the possessions and revenues thereof; and that thej may, or shall 
break, alter, change, and new make their said common seal, when, 
Bad as often as to them it shall seem necessary and convenient, 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the 
said Mary Box, daring her natural hfe, shall have, and hath here- 
hjf given and granted to her, full power and authority to order 
and govern the said free school, and the lands and possessions 
granted and to be granted to the said governors for the use of 
the said school, and to place and appoint learned and discreet 
persons to be school-master and usher of the said free grammar 
school. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the 
Mid Mary Box, during her natural life according to the intention 
oE the said Henry Box) shall and may ordain such convenient and 
nholesome statutes, constitutions and ordinances in writing, not 
repugnant to the laws of this realm, touching and concerning the 
eleclion, nomination, deprivation, removal, order, government 
and direction of the school -master, usher, and scholars there being 
from time to time respectively, as shall be held meet : and also 
touching and concerning the stipends and salaries of the scliool- 
nasler and usher of the said free grammar school. And in case 
the said Mary shall happen to die before such orders and consti- 
tutions made, that then the same shall be made by the said gover- 
nors for the time being. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the 
governors, school- master, and usher of the said school, and every 
of them, do aud shall, before they or any of them respectively 
enter into, or intermeddle with the said office or places, or any 
of them, take the several oaths of allegiance and supremacy, before 
such person or persons as by the laws of this land are, or hereafter 



I- 
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but bufure llie steward, tlie surveyor, llie clerke of tlie bisliojmcfee 
nor within unless it bee in sickues or att tbe point of death before 
the bayliffe or tlie clerke of the bajliewicke. 

13. If nnic tenant shall die to whome a surrender is made 
before hee shall fine, it one iirocli>mulion bee made in the court 
after that the surrender is soe made, that lande which is so sur- 
renilered is escheated uuto tbe lord. 

11. Assert laudes doe owe suite unto the lord's court as 
customary tenants doe. 

15. The tenants doe pay for knowledge money* on tbe first 
coiiiing of the bishopp which is leavied after this mannerj viz. 
f'jr every yard land 2s. for every half yarde l;mde 12d. for every 
cusett iande 6d. and perpresture land aud assert biidcs shall pny 
the third part of their rent— viz. for every acre 2d, 



4. CHARGE TO ,\ JUKY OF INQUISITION CONCERNING 
THE MANOR, Sept. 0, 1617. 

Articles to be inquired of by the Jury at a Coui'l of Suri-ej- for the manor 
of Wilney, Sept, the ath, li;47. 

I, You shall inr;uire what houses, edifices and buildings, what 
iionors, manners, lordships, messuages, lands, teueraents, leaseowes, 
rentsj reversions, maunors, services, animities, possessions, privi- 
ledgeSj liberties, immunities, and hereditaments, are lying and 
being within tbis manor, whicli did at any lime belong to tbe 
bishop of Winton, or any persons in trust tor him, what and how 
much is possession within reversion, aud what is the yearly value. 



■ Note by the Uev. T. SyinoudK : "An Antiquarian friend of mine 
imaginea this knowledge honey — to be a fine due to the lip ot Winchester 
in lieu of hia privilege of deeping the first night with the btide. 

I funcy that it iiiuy rather be u fine due lo the Lord of the manor nn 
his first appearance among the tenants. As yet I have not been able to 
got any thing more than conjecture on this subject." 
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3. CUSTOMS Of WITNEY MANOR. 

A Bre»i«te of cprtaine Cuslomes of Ihe Mannor of Witlney, taken out 
rfthe old Customary made in tlie XXI yenre of the Raigne of Henry the 
third (l237)H8follo«eth. 

I. The eldest soutie or daughter shall inheritt (he lands after 
the death of their ancestor, viz : in custoniaryj assart, and deraensne 
lands iett bj copy. 

fi. The wife, after the death of the hnsband, shall liolde the 
(nistomary lauds, soe long as shee shall remaine a widow ; but 
B^e shall not hold assart lands nor demeasne lands. 

3, The husband ought to fine fur his wife being heirot to 
customary lands, and to pay the haife of the old precedent fine, 
md in assert and demeasne lands lie ou^ht not to fine for his wife, 
but hee shiUl hold the land« in right of bis wife without fine, 

4, Every yarde lanJe and Jialf yarde lande shall pay for an 
berriott his beat beast, as well after death as after surrender, and. 
ilthoughe there bee more yarde landes or half yarde laiides under 
ooe fine, yet they shall pay but one herriott. 

6, Cott landes and demeasne landes pay noe herriott but fine 
nnlie. 

6. Assert Inndes doth pay noe herriott, but fine, viz. for ei'ery 
•CFe by surrender 2s. and for every acre by death Md. 

7. The freeholders doe poy noe reliefes after death, as they say. 

8. The customary tenante may not cutt nor fell timber growing 
span their tenures without Licence. 

B. The Tenante that holds the assert landes may cutt and fell 
timber, and all other trees uppon tlirir assert lands att their 
pleasiire, without licence, and shall nut bee punished for wast. 

10. Noe tenant may Iett his landes without licena of the tnrd 
^t obtained. 

I I. If anie ahaU not come in and tine for their copyhold landes 
■t the third Proclamation, hee shall lose the land, and at the fir^t 
md second proclamation hee shall onlie bee amerced. 

12. A tenant may not surrender the lands out of the lordship 
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removed any meer sloiie or other bouud between the 1 
demesnes, and the tenants and freeholders or customary lam 
of inheritance, where is any such offence committed, by whom, am 
whether ought the bounds so removed to stand, 

10. You are also to present, what fishings several and cotnmoi 
are in this manor belonging to the lord, and nhether hath so, 
other lord an interest therein, what waters and watercourses ar 
within this manor belonging to the lord halh any other right o 
title thereunto, but bv and under the lord according to the ctistoc 
of the manor. 

11. You shall inquire what fines and amerceaments are due oi 
death or alienation of tenants, and what fairs, marketta, escheats 
reliefs, herriotts, or other perquisites, are likewise due and wha 
are the true value thereof. 

12. Whether you have any deeds or evidences, court rolls 
rentalls, suit rolls, eustom rolls, books of survey, accounts touchin; 
or concerning this manor, if you have any, produce thero, or i 
jou know whether nnj such be, discover tliem to this court. 

13. Yon shall inquire of pasture, that is in common, wha' 
commons there are within this manor, which do appertain to thi 
lord and tenant, how many beasts it will keep, and other cattle 
and what ihe lord may have in the same, how are the tenant 
stinted, -how many may evcrj tenant keep, and after wha 
proportion or rate. -^^^ 



S. PRESENT.\TIUN, Sept. 20, 1647. 
The customs uf the manar of Witney in ihc c</UiHy of Oxford, prcMHto 
al a court of survey by the Jury, holilen and passed ou the two ani 
twenlieth day of Sept. 1617 (a? folio we th). 

luFRiuis: We present that we the tenants of this manOi 
ought to have a sten'ard or bailiEf and a tithingman or reeve i 
every tithing, and that they ought to he sworn men to do rigl 
between lord and tenant, when they come into those places. 
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2. Item : We present, that the eldest son or daughter shall 
inherit the landa oE their aucestors, in customarj assart and 
demesne, or cott. lands or purpresture lands, all that holdeth 
by copy. 

3. Itbm : Wc present, that the wife, after the decease of the 
husband, sliall hold the customary lands, so long as she shall 
remain a widow, but she shall nut hold assart lands nor demesne 
liuds nor cott, lands uor [lurpresture lands, unless it be surrendered 
to her before the steward, or bailiff, and two of the tenants, or tn'o 
of the tythinginen, and two of the tenants or more. 

4. Item : We present, that every yard-land or half yard land of 
customary land, shall pay to the lord for a herriott his best one 
goods for his own, as after a cleared surrender, that he dieth 
leized of, that is his own proper goods or the like, it he surrender 
dearly. And, altho there be more yard lands or half yard lands 
Under one fine, yet there shall pay bu( one heriott only. 

5. Item : We present, that the tenants that hold assart or 
demesne or cott. lands or purpresture land, may set or let, or cut 
or tell timber and all other trees or wood, or dig stone or mortar 
in their own ground at tlieir pleasure without licence, and shall 
not be punished for it. 

6. Item : We present, that, if any copyholder's lands falleth 
Into the lord's hands by escheate, or auy other way default, he is 
to refine for it again, and his fine is certain upon his copy, and 
paying that fine so exjiressed to the lord he is to have his estate 
confirmed again to him and his heirs. 

7. Item ; We present that no customary tenant, shall set his 
land for term of years, hot lie shall first ask the lord for a licence, 
but if denied he may set it without licence for their licence, at 
their strictest rate they are not to pay above the tine expressed 
upon the copy of the land that they let or set. 

8. Item : We present, that according to evidence given that 
lands lying in Gold Clitt, and North Furlong, and Ash Furlong, of 
demesne land in the tything of Curbridge, that the common 
thereof belongs not to the (enant only but 13s. 4d. up day 
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being the twenty second day of September, Uie lord is to [JUt in 
his cattle in the morning it he pleases, and the tenants iii the 
afternoon, if the grass or corn be off, and so continue till the 
grass or corn be sown or coming up again, and no iooger, and in 
the mean while tlie tenant is to put it to the beat profit he can 
for his owa use, 

9. Item : We present, that the tenants of thia manor liave 
right of free hunting in the chases. 

10. Item ; We present, if any woman hath any estate o£ land 
of her own or her husband's, she cannot pass it away by surrender 
by bailiff or tithiugmun, but belongeth wholly to the steward or 
his deputy first to examine tbe woman, then to pass the surrender, 
and he is to have for his pains 6a. 8d. for her examination, and Is. 
for surrender, and Is. apiece for every condition, be they mora of 
less, for his recording of it^ he is to have 2s. for the copy at the 
dehvering of it to the owner and Is. for every condition as 
aforesaid. 

11. Item: We present, likewise, that the bailiff may tako a 
surrender in any part of the monorj with two or more ol the 
tenants being by, but not out o! the manor without a deputation 
from the steward, unless it be in case of necessity, the party being 
lame or sick, and he is to have for his pains Is. for a surrender, 
and for every condition as aforesaid : and likewise the tithingman 
may take a surrender in his own tithing, as well as the steward 
or bailiff, without any woman have niiy estate in the land then it 
belongs to the steward to examine the woman only, and further, 
if the tylhingman cannot write, he may take a surrender by word 
of mouth with two or more of the tenants being by, and he is to 
have for his trouble 4d. according to the old custom of the manor, 
and he is to present the surrender before the jury so taken into 
the next court upon his oath, and the steward is to record as our 
old ancient custom is, and he is to have for his pains 2s. upon the 
dehvery of the copy to the party that oweth him and for every 
condition (as aforesaid). 

12. Item: We present, that the bailiff of the manor is lo 
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gather the lord's rents of the tenants twice in the year^ once at our 
Lady day, and then at Michaelmas, andj in case he cannot have 
it, he is to distrain for it. 

13. Item: We present, that there are several priviledges, 
hberties, and immunities, belonging unto us, with the rest of the 
tenants of the late bishop of Winchester, granted by the charters 
of several kings of this realm, unto which custom and charters we 
refer ourselves, and unto which several priviledges, liberties, and 
immunities, we do lay claim as belonging unto us. 



CUBBUIDGE. 

Stephen Brice 
Robert Wright 
Thomas Wliite 
fiichard Slatter 
Andrew Dolton 
Nicholas Constable 
Bichard Wright 



CRA.WLEY. 

George Dely 
Henry Selman 
Edward Fitchett 



Hailey. 
John Yates 
Richard Taylor 
Bartholomew Harris 
Bichard Home 
Kichard Smith 
John Smith 



6. INDEX TO THE BY-LAWS RULES AND ORDERS OF THE 
COMPANY OF BLANKETT-WEAVERS. 

Master, 

By the Charter, 23d May, 10th Ann. 

The Master, Assistants and Wardens or major part (whereof 
Master to be one,) on two days' notice, in coart assembled, to elect 
yearly on- Monday before the first day of Michas : term, or 
within 14 days after, a Master out of the Assistants of the 
company. 

la case of death, Assistants on due notice to choose another 
master. 

Master shall take an oath for the due execution of his office, 
to be administered by any three of the Assistants. 
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10th August, 1711. 

A bje-Jaw ordains tliat the Master elect do take au oath 
(therein referr'd to) within 6 day? after election and notice there- 
of to him given, and pay to the uae of thfi company lOa. 

Master offending againat this ordinance to forfeit 40s. 

Master to have the custody of one of the keys of the chest or 
boj; wherein the writings, books &c, of the company are kept. 

Master and Wardens if required by two thirds of Assistants on 
entering into their respective offices to give security to the two 
senior Assistants tor the safe keeping of all hooka and writings 
evidences money and aecuritya tor money belonging to the com- 
pany which shall be in their custody during their continuance in 
office and for their accounting for the same on their leaving 
their said offices or at such other lirae as the major part of 
the Master AssisUnts and Wardens shall appoint on pain of 
forfeiting for refusing so to do, £20. 

9th Novr, 1784. 

Master not to bring to the Annual Feast more than Twenty 
Persons. 

16th August, 1785. 

Order that the Master shall not keep any Journeymeo's Fegat 

Asaktan-U. ^^^H 

By the Charter. ^^H 

In case of death or removal of Assistants the Masler Asaistaata 
and Wardens or major part {whereof master to be one) on two 
days' notice in court asseznbled may elect others out of the j 
dens and commonalty. 

May make the number 20. 

Assistants to take an oath for the due execution of officell 
administered by the master. 

Master Assistants and Wardens or major part (whereof master 
to be one) in court assembled have power and authority to 
remove any Assistants tor reasonable and just cause. 
10 August 1711. By-Law of that date ordains 



on two 
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"of tlie compatiy who sliall there alter be chosen an Assistant 
d! the company shall within six days after such election and notice 
thereof given, take the oath (thereia referred to) and pay to the 
use of the company lOs. 
Every member offending against said ordinance to forfeit 20s. 
Wardens. 
By the Charter. 
Master Assistants and 'Wardens or major jiart (whereof master 
to be one) on two days notice in court assembled to elect yearly 
OD Monday before the first day of Michas : Term, or within 14- 
dnja after, two "Wardens out of the commonalty of said company. 
Wardens to take an oath for the due Execution of office to be 
adntiniatertMj by the Master or Assistants or any three of them, 
loth August, 1711. 
By-Law ordains that each Warden elect shall take an oath 
(tlierein referred to) in three days after election and notice there- 
dE given, and on refusal to take, tbe oath and office to forfeit to the 
tumpany 40 s. 

The senior Wardens to Iiave the custody of one of the keys of 
the box or chest wherein the company's books, writings, evidences, 
money and securities for money are kept. 

Wardens to account in manner before mentioned (page xvi) on 
pain of £20. 

Either of the wardens neglecting or refusing to do his duty in 
Wiking distresses, summoning the company, coUecting the quarter- 
age or otherwise to forfeit for every sucJi neglect or refusal SOs. 
9th Nov. 1784. 
Wardens to bring no more than two persons each to the 
Annoiil Feast. 

Memhen of tie Compani/. 
By the Charter. 
To admit all persons inhabiting within the limits, duly quali- 
fied to carry on, use, and exercise the said trade, 
10th August 1711. 
By-Law of tliat date ordains that each member on admission 
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shall paj tovards the company's stock, the sam of 10s : And the 
farther sam of 'is. 6<L to the clerk for swearing, entering and 
registering such admission, together with the stamp duty. 

And each member shall paj to the use of the company 43. 
yeariy^ Tiz. on Saint Michael the archangel; St Thomas the 
apoetle ; The annunciation of the blessed virgin Mary ; and 
St Jhon the baptist, by equal portions, to be seized by the 
Wardens. 

Each member disobeying a summons (on two days notice) to 
attend any court of the company, to forfeit Is. 

Each member who shall misbehave himself at any court or 
meeting eitlier to tlie Master or any of the Assistants or Wardens 
shall forfeit to the Company 2s. 

And if to any of the Commonalty Is. 

Each member shall employ one journeyman to each loom^ if 
any shall offer, on pain of forfeiting 5s. 

No member shall employ any woman or girl to work in any 
loom without employing such journeymen on pain of forfeiting 
for each offence 5 s. 

12th May, 1719. 

By-Law of that date ordains that no person not being & 
freeman of the company shall set up, use, exercise or occupy the 
art, craft, mistery or manual occupation of a Blankettweaver 
in Witney or within 20 miles thereof on pain of forfeiting to the 
use of the said company for each day he shall so use and exercise 
the said trade 20s. 

5th Janry, 12th Ann. 

No member shall employ any journeyman before he shall be 
registered as a journeyman, pursuant to the by-law of that date 
on pain of 20s. 

Employing another Membei^s Journeyman : see Journeymen. 

9th Novr, 1784. Each Member to bring one person only to 

the annual feast. 

Journeymen 

5th Janry, 12th Ann. Ordained that all journeymen, qualified 
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to exercise the trade, shall on notice given to the master of the 
company or Wardens, cause themselves to be registered ns journey- 
men — and no member shall employ any journeyman not registered 
Du pain of 20s. 
16th August, 17S5. 

Order that the Master shall keep no journeyraau's feast in luture. 
14th Tebruary, 1748, 

Order tlist no member shall employ any journeyman employed 
by any other member without the consent oE his first master — and 
Dpon notice given him or any of bia family by the Master 
or Wardens for the time being he shall diseharge such journeymen 
immediately on pain of 403. 

Ap^renilcet. 
10th August, 1711. 

By-Law ordains that no member of the company shall take any 
apprentice till such member shall have followed the trade three 
years for himself on pain of forfeiting to the company £10. 

And that nq apprentice shall be set to work by any member of 
tte company before he shall be presented to the master of the said 
Company for the time being to be seen and examined on pain of 
forfeiting to the company 5 shillings. 

Erery such apprentice so presented shall be bound by the dork 
Off the said company and be registered in a book to be kept for 
^liat purpose, and there shall be paid to the master of the 
Said company for the time being for sucli entry 2s : (viz) one half 
towards the company's stock and the other half to the clerk 
for snch entry. 
4th Janry, 1757. 

An order that no member shall take more than one apprentice 
at any one time on pain of 20s. 
3lBt October, 1763. 

A Bye Law pursuant to the above order. 
19th June, 1781. 

Order that alt ajiprcnfices shall be of the 8ge ot 12 years 
at least at the time of biuiHng. 



4.th June, 1793. 
Order that all apprentices shall be ol tlie i^e of ]3 years 
at least at the commencement of the term, 
Hall ke^era. 
By the Charter and Bye-Lawa, 

All Hall-keepers and other Interior officers to he chosen anci 
■worn by the Master Assistanta and Wardens in coart assembled. 
Bye-Laws. 
By the Charter. 

The Master, Assistants, "Wardens and commonalty oir the major 
part of them to make Bye-Law3 at a general Court. 
IJallage of Goodt. 
13th May, 1755. 

Bye- Law — ^That each atootful of blanketts, shaggs, stripea and 
stuffs shall be carried from the respective falling mills where the 
same shall be tucked dressed and dried to the common liall to be 
viewed weighed and measured on pain of 5J?. each stocktul. 
23d June, 1759. 

Bye-Law — That each stockful of blanketts, sha^s, stripes and 
stuffs shall he numbered progressively on pain of forfeiting 5£. for 
each stoclitul — And shall not be sent from the place where manu- 
factured to the fiilling-raill to. lie tucked dressed and dried with- 
out being first brought to the cftmraon hall to be entered on pain 
of forfeiting for each stockful £5. 
ISth March, 1769. 

Bye-Law that no strijjea shall be hailed as coating or stuffs. 
2.9 March, 1720. 

Blanketts, shaggs, stripes and stqEfs not to be made either 
wider or longer after having passed the hall on pain of 403. 



4thDeCT, 1769, 

Bye- Law, Ordains That each stockful of stuffs made for cloatha. 
shall have a list ot coloured yarn on both sides — And no such 
stu|fs to be cornered on pain of S.Os. 
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IStli March, 1769. 

No coating to have any stripe, only rt list of coloured yarn to 
each silvage and a head at each end. 



SUi 



•.age. 



7th Janry, 1766. 
Order that all sha^s, stripes, stuffs, and other hianketta 
[except 5 quarter blanketts only) sliall liave asilvage on each side 
under the penalty ot SOs. 
6th Febry. 1790. 

Order — that 6 (juarter blanketts only having two silvagca may 
be cat in two, 

Tearirvf offfrotn the HocJcfiil. 
5th Janry, 12th Ann. 

Bye-Law ordains that each member of the eompany who shall 
tear off any hlankett or part of a blankett from the atockfnl 
before the same shall be brought to the hall to be viewed weigli- 
td and measured shall forfeit for each offence 20s. 
fitb Febry, 1790. 

Pive quarter blanketts only having two silvagea may be 
cut in two. 

Blanl-etts, 
By the several Bye Laws rules orders and ordinances of 
flie aaid company every stockful of blanketts is to be of fbe 
IWpective weight and number of blanketts therein and each 
blankett ot tha length and breadth after mentioned under the 
ponalty of one shilling for each pound weight each stockful sliall 
be deficient of such weight. And iOs : for each stockful that 
shall exofted the uuiuber, or wherein any blankett sliall bo of 
greater length or breadth than the same is respectively directed to 
be. And each blankett to have two shoots of coloured yam 
Heaved at each end on pain of 20s. 
12 June, 1759. 
Hieh stockful to be numbered under penalty of £&. 
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7. COPY OF LEriKRS PATENTS TO COMPANY OF BLUtn 
WEAVERS, 23d MAY— lOth OF QUEEN ANN— 17la 

Ann hy the grace of God, of Great Britain. Frawe, ami Irel 
queen, defender of the Failh, and m forth : To all to v>h<m tJuie 
presents tkaU come, ^leelhiff. —Whereas divers of our nell 
beloved subjects, tlio blaiikett weavers inhabiting in and ueai 
"Witiioy, ill our oouiity of Oxon, in behalt ot lliemsekes aud othera 
following the said trade, complaiuing of many frauds and abuses 
of lote practised in the dcceiptful working up of blankelts, to the 
great Bcandall, impoverishment, and decay of the said trade and 
the manufactures tliereof, which tor want of some established 
government amongst them they are not able to prevent ; Ami 
having therefore by their petition humbly prayed ua to be incor- 
porated, for the preservation anj improvement of the said trade 
and manufacture, with such powers and restrictions as to us shooM 
Bcem meet : Wee, being willing to encourage and promote all nrts 
and manufactures fendiug to the pahlic good, are graciously pleased 
to condescend to their rcijuest. Know ie, therefore, tbat wee of 
our especial grace, certain knowledge, and meer motion, hatb 
granted, constituted, declared, ordained, and appointed, aud by 
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, doe giant, consti- 
tute, declare, ordain, aud appoint, that all and every such persons, 
who are qualifiedbj/ law as Uankett tceavers to use and exercise the 
art and naistery of biankett weaving in Witney aforestddor tmnij 
miles round tlie same, lie incorporated by the name of TiiE 
Master, Assistants, "Wardbms and Commonalty of biankett 
weavers inhabiting in Witney, in tlic county o£ Oxon, or 
twenty mQes thereof, aud them by the name of the master, assii 
wardens, and commonalty ot biankett weavers inhabiting in "V 
in the county of Oxon, or witliin twenty miles thereof, we do n 
and fully, for ua our heirs and successors, make, erect 
constitute, establish, eoutirm, aud declare, by these presents, ( 
one body corporate and politick in deed and in name tor ever. 

And we do hereby for us, our heirs, aud successors, grant i 
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ieelare, fliat by llic same iiairic of the master, aMistauls, wartlcnsj 
and commoualty of blaiitett weavers iahabiting in Witney, iu the 
Mimty of OsoD, or within twenty miles thereof they sliall have 
perpetual succession, and by that name for ever hereafter shall and 
may plead and be impleaded, sue and be sned, answer and be 
answered unto, defend and be defended, in whatsoever courts 
and places, and before any judges, justices and officers of ns, 
out bears and successors, in all and singular actions, pleas, suits, 
matters, and demauds of what nature, kind, or quality soever 
Iky shall be, in the same manner and form, and as fnlly and as 
imply, as any of our subjects, within (hat part of our united 
langdom of great Britain called England, may or can do, plead or be 
impleaded, sue or be sued, answer or be answered unto, defend or be 
defended. And that the said company of the master, assistants, 
Hardens, and commonalty of blankett weavers inhabiting in "Witney, 
in the county o£ Oxon or within twenty miles thereof, and their suc- 
cessors for ever hereafter, shall and may Lave and use a common seal 
lor the affairs and business of the said coriioration : and the same 
ical from time to time, at tlieir will and pleasure, bceak,change, 
niter, or make new, as to them shall srfm expedient. 

And further, for the due and orderly regulating and govern- 
ment of the said corporation hereby made and erected, we will and 
by these presents for ua onr be.irs and successors do grant, declare, 
onlain and appoint, that from henceforth for ever there shall be a 
High Steward, one Master, eight or more Assistants and two 
Wardens of the said company. The said assistants not to exceed 
twenty in number to be constituted and chosen in such manner 
sa liereafter in these presents is expressed and specified. And, 
Im the better execution of our royal wdl and pleasure herein, 
»e have made, ordained, nominated, constituted, and appointed, 
and by these presents, for us our heirs and successors, make, nomi- 
nate, constitute and appoint our right trusty and riglit well 
beloved'cousin and councillor, Henry earl of Rochester, to be the 
first and present High Steward of the said company to continue 
during bis life. And that all future high stewards of the said 



itkiv 



Appendix, no 7. 



company shall and may he elected by the master, assistants and 
wardens of the said company for the time being, or the major part 
of them, whereof the master to be one, on two days' notice in 
court assembled, and to continue during life. 

And we have made, ordained, nominated, cotistitatedj and 
appointed, and by these presents, for us our heirs and successors, 
make, ordain, nominate. Constitute and appoint our well beloved 
sabject John White senior, to be the first and present master of 
the said company hereby incorporated, to continue in the said 
office till the Monday before the first day of Michaelmas term next 
ensuing the date of these presents and from thence until some 
other fit person shall be duly elected, sworn and admitted into the 
said office. 

And we have likewise made, ordaiDcd, nominated, constituted^ 
and appointed ; and do by these presents, for us our heirs and 
successors, make, ordain, nomiiiute, constitute, and appoint, our 
well beloved subjects Thomas Early, Thomas Johnson, Edward 
Bird, Michael Boughin, William Rogers, William Jones, William 
Townsend, Thomas Boulton, and the said master to be the first and 
present assistant* of the said company. To hold and enjoy their 
said several and respective offices for and during their said several 
and respective hves, unless they or any of them shall happen to be 
removed for reasonable and just cause by the Master, Assistanls 
and Wardens of the said company for the time being, or the 
major part of them (whereof the master to be one) on two days ' 
notice, in court assembled ; To whom we do hereby, for us our 
heirs and successors give full power and authority to remove any 
of the said assistants of the said company from time to time 



And we have also made, ordained, nominated, constituted, and 
api>ointed, and do by tliese presents, for us our heirs and succeas* 
ors, make, ordain, nominate, constitute, and appoint, our well be- 
loved subjects, William Boughin and John Cowell, to be the first 
and ])resent wardens of the said company to continue in thdr said 
respective offices till the Monday before the first day of MiqIi 
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^rra next ensuing the date ot tiiese prcscntSj and from 
llience until other fit persons bIihU be duly elected, sworn and 
idmittcd into (lie said office. 

And furtlier we will and by these preseuts, for us our heirs and 
mcceasors, do fjmnt to tlie Mnster, Assistants, Wardens, and 
Commonalty of blanket! weavers inhabiting in Witney, in the 
Bmuty of Oxon, or witliin twenty miles thereof aforesaid, and llieir 
necessors, that they and their successors for ever shall and may 
hve one honest and discreet person to be clerk of the said com- 
pnj, and we have assigned, nominated, constituted, and appointed, 
ind by these presents, for us our heirs and successors, do assign, 
nominate, constitute and ajipoint, our well beloved subject James 
Hale gent, to be the first and present clerk of the said company, To 
BOLD, exercise, and enjoy the said office of clerk of the said 
company by himself or his sufficient deputy for and during his life, 
anless he shall happen to be removed, for reasonable and just 
cause, by the Master, Assistants and Wardens of the said com- 
pany for the time being, or thg major part ot IhcDl, (whereof the 
master to be one) on two days' notice in court assembled, 
to whom we do hereby, for us our heirs and successors, give full 
power and authority to remove the clerk of the said company from 
time to time accordingly. And that after the death or removal of 
the said James Hall, all future clerks of the said company shall 
and may be, from time to time, chosen by the Master Assistants and 
Wardens of the said company for the time being, or the major part 
of them (whereof the master to be one) on two days' notice in court 
aMembled, and shall hold and enjoy the said office during the plea- 
SBTB o{ the Master, Assistants and Wardens of the said company. 

And we do hereby, for us our heirs and successors, grant unto 
the Master, Assistants and Wardeiis, and commonalty of blankett 
weavers inhabiting in Witney, in the county of Oxou or within 
twenty miles thereof aforesaid and tEieir successors, that it shall 
ami may be lawful to and for the Master, Assistants, and War- 
dens of the said company for the time being, or the major part of 
tJiem, whereof the master to be one, on two days' notice, in court 
d 
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coni]Kiiiy shall and may be elected by the master, assistants and 
wardens of the said company for the time being, or the major part 
of them, whereof the master to be one, on two days' notice in 
court assembled, and to continue during life. 

A.ud we have made, ordained, nominated, constituted, and 
appointed, and by these presents, for us our beira and successors, 
make, ordain, nomitiate, Constitute and apj^roinfc our well beloved 
subject John White senior, to be the first and present master of 
the said company hereby incorporated, to continue in the said 
office till the Monday before the first day ot Michaelmas term nest 
ensuing the date of these presents and from thence until somo 
other fit person shall be duly elected, sworn and admitted into tUs 
said office. 

And we have likewise made, ordained, nominated, constituted, 
and appointed ; and do by these presents, for us our heirs and 
successors, make, ordain, nominate, constitute, and appoint, onr 
well beloved subjects Thomas Early, Thomas Johnson, Edward 
Bird, Michael Boughiu, William Rogers, AVilliam Jones, William 
Towusend, Thomas Doulton, and the said master to be the first and 
present assistants of the said company, Td hold and enjoy their 
said several and respective offices for and during their said several 
and respective lives, unless they or any of them shall happen to be 
removed tor reasonable and just cause by the Master, Assistants 
and Wardens of the said company for the time being, or the 
major part of them (whereof the master to be one) on two days ' 
notice, in court assembled ; To whom we do hereby, for u3 our 
heirs and successors give full power and authority to remove any 
of the said assistants of the said company from time to time 
accordingly. 

And we have also made, ordained, nominated, constituted, and 
appointed, and do by these presents, forua our heirs and success- 
ors, make, ordain, nominate, constitute, and appoint, our well be- 
loved subjects, William Boughin and John Cowell, to be the first 
and present wardens of the said company to continue in their stud 
respective offices till the Monday before the first day of Michael- 
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next ensuing the tiate of these presents, and from 
tlience until other fit persons shall be duly elected, sworn and 
sSmittcd into the said office- 

And further we will and by these presents, for us onr heirs and 
wccessors, do j^rnnt to the Master, Assistants, Wardens, anil 
Coraraonaltj of blankctt weavers inhabiting in Witney, in the 
county of Oxon, or within twenty miles thereof aforesaid, and their 
saccessors, that they and tl u c ors f shall and may 

have one honest and dis t p n t b 1 k ot the said com- 
pany, and we have assigned n ra t 1 u ttulel and appointed, 
ud by these preaeota, for ou I sand u isors, do assign, 
nominate, constitute and p[ nt on w 11 b 1 ed subject James 
Hale gent, to be the first and |)resent clerk ot the said company. To 
HOLD, exercise, and enjoy the said office ot clerk ot the said 
company by himself or his sufficient deputy for and during his life, 
nnless be shall happen to be removed, for reasonable and just 
cause, by the Master, Assistants and Wardens of the said com- 
pany for the time being, or the major part of tbemj (whereof the 
master to be one) on two days' notice in court assembled, 
to whom we do hereby, for us our heirs and successors, give full 
power and authority to remove the clerk of the said company from 
time to time accordingly. And that after the death or removal ot 
the said James Ilall, all future clerks of the said company sliall 
aud may be, from time to time, chosen by the Master Assistants and 
Wardens ot the said comjiany for the time being, or the major part 
of them (whereof the master to be one) on two days' notice in court 
assembled, and shall hold and enjoy Ihc said office during the plea- 
sore of the Master, Assistantsand Wardens of the said company. 
And we do hereby, for us our heirs and successors, grant unta 
the Master, Assistants and Wardens, and commonalty of blankett 
weavers inhabiting in Witney, in the county of Oxon or within 
twenty miles thereof aforesaid aud their successors, that it shall 
end may be lawful to and for the ftfaster, Assistants, and War- 
dens ot the said company for the time being, or the major part of 
ihem, whereof the master to be one, on two days' notice, in court 
d 




iisseiiiblcdj lo tlect yearly, on the Moiidaj hiiivrc llie fiH 
ilichoelmas term, or within fourteen dajs after, a Master o 
the Assistants of the said companj and the two Wardens oi 
the Coinm<)nally thereof. 

And that it shall and. may be lanFul to and [or the assi^tnn 
the said company, or the major part of them, upon due notii 
all the assistants thereof, from time to time, upon the death o 
master or wardens of the said company, to choose another m 
out of the assistants of the said company ntid other wardens o 
the commonalty thereof. And that such persons oa shall 
served the office of masttr or warden, be capable of I 
chosen master or wardens again. 

And oijft WILL axd pleasuee is, and we do hereby, for u 
heirs and successor?, ordain and appoint, that upon tlie den 
removal of any of the assistants of the said company, it shal 
may be lawful to and for the Master, Assistaots, and Warde 
the said company for the time being, or the major part of t 
whereof the master to be one, on two days' notice, in 
assembled, to elect others in their places, out of the warden; 
commonalty of the said company. And that the said court 
and may make up the number of the assistants twenty when 
shall see occasion. And likewise that it shall and may be 
fal lo and for the Master, Assistants, and Wardens, of thi 
company tor the time being, or the major part of them, wi- 
the master to be one, on two days' notice iu court ossck 
from time to time to choose and continue all inferior o 
at their will and pleasure. And of our special grace, ci 
knowledge, and meer motion, we have granted, ordained, 
appointed, and by those presents, for us our heirs and succe 
do grant, ordain, and appoint, that it shall and may be lawt 
and for the Master, Assistants, and Wardens of the said com 
for the time being, or the major part of them, from time to 
to admit into the said compony all and every person and pt 
inhabiting within or without the limits aforesaid being 
qualified to use and exercise the said art and mystery, who 
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desire to become members of llie snid company. And that 
no person be admitted to any office beloTiging to tlie said com- 
pany, until he shall have taken an oath for t!ie due execulioii 
thereof, as hereafter in those presents is directed. And we 
do hereby, for ns onr heirs and successors, ordain, direct, 
and appoint, that the present Master and Assistants of the said 
company shall, before tJiey be adniitled to their several and res- 
pective offices, lake an oath for the due execution of the same 
before one or more Justice or Justices of the peace in onr said 
connty of Oxon, to whom we do by these presents, for us 
our heirs and successors, gi\'e full power and authority to admin- 
ister the same accordingly. And that afterwards t!ic Wardens 
fhall in like manner, before they be admitted to their respective 
offices, take an oatli for the due execution of the same, before the 
Uoster and A.3sistant!t of the said company or the major part of 
them, to whom we do by these presents, for us our heirs and 
wccessors, give full power and authority to administer the same 
Koordingly. Aod that for the future it shall and may be lawful 
to and for the Assistants ot the said company, or any three 
(jtlieni, to administer such oath fo the Master, and the Master 
tfter wanls to the Assistants. And the Master or Assistants or 
of them afterwards to the Wardens, or any other officer 
ig to the said company. To all and each ot wliom we 
iby, for us our licirs and successors, give full power and 
ittfhority to administer the same accordingly. 

And we do liereby, for us our heirs and successors, give and 
grint unto the Master, Assistants, Wardens and Commonalty of 
Winkett weavers, inhabiting in Witney, in the county of Otoa, or 
•ithin twenty miles thereof, aforesaid or tlieir successors, or the 
i major part ot them, whereof the master to be one, on two days' no- 
' tioe, full power and authority to keep a court where, when, and 
L B often as they shall see convenient, within tiic limits aforesaid. 
And, that it shall auJ may he lawful io and for tUc said Master 
Assistants Wardens and Commonalty, or the major part of them, 
in a general court assamblcd tliere, (o consult concerning the 
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atfnire uiiJ busiticsa of the said compauj, and to prepare, make, 
ordain^ aud constitute, such and so many good and wholesome by- 
hvs, rules, orders, aud ordinances Eor the regulating of the said 
trade, and preventing abuses therein, by the members o£ the said 
companj, aud for the well ordering, role and government of the said 
company and the meinbcrs thereof, and also to set, impose, and 
inflict reasonable pains, penalties, and punishmentfi, fines, amerci- 
aments or otherwise upon auch offender or oEfcndei's, as shall 
transgress, break, or violate the said by-Liws, rules, orders, 
or ordinances, so to be made as aforesaid. And likewise that it 
shall and may be lawful to and for the said court, the said by- 
laws, rules, orders, or ordinauces to alter, annul or make void, as 
to them shall seem expedient. 1'kovided always that the said by- 
laws, rules, orders and ordinances, be reasonable and not repu- 
gTuint or contrary to law. And we do hereby, for us our heirs 
and successors, grant unto the Master, Assistants and War- 
dens of the said company for the time being, whereof the Mastei 
for the time being to be one, full power and authority to put the 
said by-laws, rules, orders, and ordinances in execution and the 
said pains and penalLies, from time to time, to mitigate or remit. 
as to them shaU seem meet and expedient, which said fines anc 
amerciaments we will and do hereby, for us our heirs aut. 
successors, grant shall and may he levied, sued for, taken, retaia 
ed, and recovered by the Master, Assistants, "Wardens, and Con» 
monalty of blankett weavers inhabiting in Witney, in the count; 
of Oxon, or within twenty miles thereof. To the sole use, beneti 
and advantage of the Master, Assistants, Wardens and Common 
alty of blankett weavers, inhabiting in Witney, in the county a 
Oxon, or within twenty miles thereof, aforesaid, aiid their success 
ors without any accooat or accounts to be rendered to UE 
our heirs or successors for the same. All aud singular which sal 
by-laws, rules, orders, and ordinances, so as aforesaid to be mod* 
we do bereby, for us our heirs aud successors, will and comraaa 
shall be duly observed and kept, under the pains and penaltifS 
therein contained. 




Al'pexdix, no 7. xas. 

And we do hereby, Tor us our heirs aud successors, will, require, 
Uthorize, and command, a!l and lingular our Judges, Justices of 
the peace. Mayors, Sheriffs, Bailiffs, Constables, Head- bo roughs, 
ud all other the officers and ministers whatsoever, of us our heirs 
ud successors, for the time being, that they and every of them 
legpectively be, from time to time, in their several and respective 
offices, favouring, aiding and assisting unto the Master, Assistants, 
Wardena and Commonalty of blanlcett weavers, inhabiting iu 
Witney, in the county of Oxon, or within twenty miles thereof, 
iforesaid, and their successors, their officers, agents, and servants, 
ia all things as becomcth, according to our royal will and pleasure 
herein declared, aud the true intent and meaning of these 
presents. 

And lastly, we do hereby, for us our heirs and successors, 
grant unto the Master, Assistants, Wardens and Commonalty of 
btankett weavers, inhabiting in Witney in the county of Oxon, 
or within twenty miles thereof, aforesaid and their successors, 
tkat these our letters piittents or the Inrollment thereof, shall be 
in and by all things good, firm, valid, sufficient, and effectual in 
the law, according to the true intent and meaning thereof, and 
Bhall be taken, construed, and adjudged, in the most favourable 
and beneficial sense for the best advanti^e of the said company 
Uid their successors, as well in all our courts of record as else- 
where, and by all anil singular the officers and ministers what- 
soever oE us our heirs and successors, notwithstanding any defect, 
incertainty, omission or imperfection in these our letters patients, 
or any other matter, cause, or thing whatsoever to tlic contrary 
in anywise notwithstanding. 

In witness whereof we have caused these our letters to he 
made pattcuta. 

Witness ourself at Westminster, the three and twentieth day 
of May, in the tenth year of our reign. By writ of privy 
seal. CouKS. 



L 
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To all Christian people, to wliom these presents Bliall come, the 
Master, Assistants, Wardens, and Commonalty, of blanket weavers 
inhabiting in (he county of Oxon, or within twenty miles thereof, 
send greeting in our Lord God Everlasting. Know yee that the 
said Master, Assistants, Wardens, and Commonalty, oE their one 
assent, have ordained, and by these presents doe ordain, aiid esta- 
blish that, in all times to come for ever hereafter, the High Stew- 
ard, the Mast«r, Assistants, Wardens, and Commonalty, and all 
other officers belonging to the said company, at their respective 
admittances, shall take the respective oaths hereinafter mentioned. 
The oath of lie High Steward. 

You shall swear that well and truly you shall exercise the 
office of High Steward of the company of blanket- weavers, inha- 
biting in Witney in the county ot Oxon, or within twenty miles 
thereof, to which office you have been elected, according to the 
best of your knowledge : So God you help, &c. 
The oalk of a Master 

Yon shall sw a lliat 3ullbtut usore giie lady 
queen Anne : y h 1 b t d t tl t 11 1 tl ompany of 

blanket-weaver' h b t g W tn y tl co Ij f Oxon, or 
within twenty m 1 tl f 1 f j hi Master, 

keeping, as mu 1 yu 1 dntymnttl era. You 

shall well and truly exercise the said office according to the best 
of your skill and understanding, and oversee guide and rule tlie 
said company, according as in the charter of incorporation of the 
said company is declared and specified, sparing no person for love, 
favour, or reward, neither troubling, grieving or vexing any man 
for envy, hatred, or malice. All the^e things anil all other con- 
cerning your said office, you shall do and perform to iSie iilmost 
of your power. So God you helji, kc. 
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'The oath of an Assialant. 

Yoa shall swear that you slial be true to our sovereigiie lady 
qaeen Anne : You shal be ready to come to the Master of the 
company of blanket- weavers inhabiting in Witney in the county 
o£ Oxon, or within twenty miles thereof, when he sendetli tor youj 
to treat and commune of such matters and things, aa shall at any 
time concern the good rule and welfare of the said company, and 
shall give him the best advice you are able, you elmll do and 
perform the office of an assistant of the said company, and all 
things relating thereunto, to the best of your power and under- 
standing. So God you help &c. 

Tie }Fariien's oath. 

You shal be true to our sovereigne lady tjueen Anne: you shal 
be ready and give your attendance as often as the master of the 
company of blanket- weavers inhabiting in Witney in the county 
of Oxon, or witiiin twenty miles thereof shall send for you for 
Buy cause concerning tlie company, whereof you are chosen War- 
den, during the time that you shal be Warden of the said com- 
pany. You shall gather or cause to be gathered the quarterages 
of every member of your said company, as soon as you convenient- 
ly can after that the S!ime shall become due. Also you shall do 
jour diligent endeavour to call in and levy all manner of debts 
appertainiug to your company. You shall gather all fines, rents, 
«ntrys of freemen and all otlier things due to the said company, 
~You shall daily summon and warne all the members of the said 
company, when you shal be thereunto required by tiie Master of 
"the said company. You shall truly perform your said office and 
all things relating thereunto according to youi skill and under- 
standing- So help you God, &c. 

Tlie oath of a Free-man. 
You shall swear that you wil be true and fnithfull to our sov- 
ereign hidy queeu Anne : and that you wil he also true and faith- 
loll to the company ot blanket- weavers inhabiting in Witney in 
"the county of Oxou, or within twenty miles thereof. You shall 
keep, as much as in you is, love aud amity amongst them, not 
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stirring or moving any occnsion of strife or debate, througliw 
tho said company or .tny person of the same may be hurt. You 

bIioII be obedient unto the Master, Assiataiits, and Wardens of tile 
said comjj.iny, for ihe time being, in all matters concerning the 
good of the said company. And all the lawful rules, ordcra and 
ordinances made aud to be made and ordained for tbe well 
ordering Uie said company, you shall duly niid truly perform and 
observe. You shall duly and truly pay or cause to be paid llie 
quarterages and other dutys belonging to the said company, and 
be contributory to all lawful and reasonable charges to which the 
same company shall be liable as other brethren ought to do 
to [the utmost of] your power : you shall obey all manner of 
lawful summons in the Master's name by the Wardens of 
the company for the lime being, and in all things, to the utmost of 
your power, you shall endeavour the good and welfare of 
the said company. So God you help &c. 

The oath of the clerh. 

You shall swear that well and truly you shall execute the office 
of clerk of the company of blank ett- weavers inhabiting in Witney, 
in the county of Oxon, or within twfenty miles thereof, to which 
office you have been elected, according to the best of your skill 
and understanding. So God. you help &c, 

In Witness, whereof, the said Uaster, Assistants, Wardeus 
and Commonalty have hereto set their common seal this twentieth 
day of September, in the tenth year of the reign of our sovereign 
lady Anne, by the grace of God of Great Britain, Prance, 
and Ireland, queen, defender of the faith &c., Annoqne Do- 
mini 1711, 

In, WiiiTR Mastek. 

[Ou the back of the deed is what follows.] 

The Ware-house-keeper and Porter's oath. 

Yon shall sweare that you will be true and faithful to our 

sovereign lord king George the Sccoml; and that you will be true 
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and faithful to the company of hlaakett-weavers inhabiting in 
Witney iu the county of Oxford, or within twenty miles thereof ; 
and that you will serve them honestly and truly, without parti- 
ality, in the office of warehouse keeper and porter, to which yon 
are now elected, that you or any person by your order shall not 
buy, sell, or factor any manner ot goods belonging to the said 
compauy or any member ot the same, {other than selling of your 
Block and buying wearing apparel for yourself and family) that 
neither you or any other by your order shall recommend the goods 
(rf any member or members ot the said company in particular, or 
assist them as a factor in selling and disposing of the same: 
neither shall you wilfully lett or hinder any person who sliall 
employ you as his or their porter in selling their goods, or discover 
the purchasers thereof to any other member of the said company : 
that you will (according to the best of your judgement) cliarge all 
persons equally, as near as possible, for carriage and porterage of 
their goods, and in all tilings demean and behave yourself, in the 
said offices, towards all members of the said company by whom 
joa shall be employed without favour or affection, according 
to the best of your knowledge and ability. So help you God. 
Hall-keepers oath, 
I, J. R., do faithfully and solemnly affirm and declare that I 
will be true and faithful to our sovereign lord king George the 
Second, and that I will be true and faithful to the company 
of b I ankett- weavers inhabiting &c., and that I will serve them 
honestly and truly, without partiality, in the office of Hall-keeper 
A Witney aforesaid, or within 20 miles thereof, to which I 
am now elected, and that I will not heare any person for love, 
favour, or affection, or return or enter any want of weight or other 
default of any member or members of this company, whereby to 
subject any person or persons to the paying of any sum or suras 
of money through hatred or malice, gain, reward, or hopes 
thereof; but in all things will demean and behave myself in the 
gaid office, as I shaU be directed, according to the By-laws, Rules 
and Ordinances of this compauy. 
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Tie oath of the person employed to rask and dry the goods. 

You shall swear that you will be true and faithful to the 
company of blanket- weavers iuhabiliiig iu Wiiiiey &c. and tliat 
you will sersc them honestly and justly, without favour or affection 
iu racking and drying of all such goods as shall be delivered to 
you from the hall of the said company : and that you will dehcer 
back the same goods to the said hall dryed in a workinaulike and 
decent manner, according to the best of your skill and know- 
ledge. So help you God. 

Then fallow tite si/jnaturea of various persons who have taken tie 
forcing oath, mith the dates o/t&eir siffning, 'The first name it 
Alex. Kent sworn \^lh June 1 7^7 : the last is Chables Campion, 
t'eb. 10, 1812. 

INQUISITIONS POST 



Rotiilns litterarum clauaarum &e annn legni regis Juhonnis septiiuo, 

1206. 

Mrmb. 26. P. 33 b. 

Bex 8^. ilcecomlti Oxoa, salulem — Sciaa quod Margarets de 

Vernon, ([uie f uit uxor Johannis Arsic, de 40 marcis et 1 palefrido, 

node ipsa fiiiem fecit nobiseum, reddidit nobia palefridum et de 

IJKedictis 40 marcis nobis plegium invenit. Et ideo tibi prwcipi- 

mus quod ci sine dilatioiie ct secundum coiisuetudinem regni focias 

ei habere rationabilem dotem suam quic cam contigit de libero 

tcnemento, quod fuit prajdicli Johannis Arsie quondam viri sui in 

Coges ct I'ringtord, Teste meipso apud Norhamtun, 23 die 

Maii. 

Memb. 3. P. 65. 
Rex cimiodlbus episcopatus Batkonieaais ^c. Mittiuins Tohis 
24 palefridos noatros et 12 garciones custodes eorum, et N. ser- 
vieuteni nostrum cum I equo et 1 garcione, mandantcs qnatinm 
iiecessaria iia inveiiiatis, et palefridos illos bene custodiri facialis, 
quousque pro iis mittamus, do quibus 12 palefridos et 4 garcioues 
poiiatia apud Well, qui fuerunl apnd Tnnt. : et 6 palefridos et 2 
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gareiones, qui fucruiit apud Wintoiiiaiiij ponatis apud Glastoaiam : 
10 paletridoa et ires garciones, qui fuerunt apud Wit- 
^ejam, poiiatis apud Batlioiiiam, simul cum Nicolao scrvientc 
lostro, et 6 palefridos et 2 garcionea, qui fuerunt Duiitou., 
ponatis apud Rigesbir. et com. &c. Teste meipso apud Lexyiitou. 
1 die Feb. per Nicolaum de Well. 
Rot. LitL Claus. de antia regni regis Johnnnis 17o, 1210. 

Membr. 17. Tk.ku« D.VT*. Pao. 235. 
ITandatuni est vicccomiti Oxouienai quodWaciat habere Regiii, 
fie Drumar. niaueriuio de Wjvelcote cum pertinentiis, quod fuit 
Adffi dti Buteiller, habendum quaindiu domino regi pkcucrlt ; et 
«1. 50 libri?. Apud Eoffam, 10 die Jfor. 
Memb. 12. P. 24.5 b. 
Thbax. Maudatum est vicecomiti Oxon. quod faciat habere 
fiuuoni de Gang; terram quse fuit Roberti Arsic et matria sua; 
ID SumertoQ et Cogbes. Teste episcopo Berewic, 1 6 die Januarii, 
Rot. Litt. Claus. de anna ISo Johannis, 1217. 

Memb. 6. P. 277 b. 
Maudatum est vicecomiti Oxon., quod habere faciat Iticardo 
de Perco terram quae fuit Thom[e Iluscart in Britheweil et Coggea, 
qnam domitius rex ci concessit, quamdiu dumino regi placuerit. 
Apud BriatoU. 19 die Julii. 

Hot Litt. Qsos. de anno lo [lenrici III, 1217. 

Memb. U. P. 313 b. 
Sex viceeoMiU Lincoln. Salulem. Prfficipimus tibi quod in 
pace habere facias dilecto et fideU iiostro W. comiti de I'crrar. 
teiTam suam de Witteneye cum pertinentiis auia in ballia tua, quam 
ipse comes et •autecessorcs aui tcimerunt. Teste com. apud 
Paireford * 30 die Junii, 



1 of Fairfurd has induced me lo retain this docuincnl 
H applicable to Witney. Mr Langfard, in his \fS. collcctiun^ suggests 
Ihat the precept may have been nddressed to Ihp slimfT of Lincoln, becnnse 
Witney in Oxfordshire was nl that lime in the diocese of Lincoln. But 
it is possible that the precept inny linvc reference lo the other Wilney in 
Lincolnshire. 
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Kot. Litl. Claut. de anno So Henrici III. 1221. 
Memb. 13. p. 452 b. 
CoUPUT. Rex baroitihua de Scacehio, Salutem. Compntate di. 
et fi. u. Vulk. de Breaut. 20 libras quas liberavit in garderoba 
nostra Petro do Orivall. apud Wittcneiam die Mercurii proxiraa 
ante diem PaacUic, anno regui aostri 5o, nd acquietandum expen- 
sas nostras factas ibidem etapud Wodestok. Computate et eidetn 
Talk. 40 solidos, quos liberavit per prEeceptum nostrum custodi- 
bus ingenionim nostrorum ad ca curianda usque Biham ad castnim 
iUud obsidenditm, et 5 solidos et 6 dcnarios quos posuit ia duo- 
bus coriis albis emptis apud Norliamtou, ad fuudas petrariarum ct 
maDgonellorum nostrorum faciendas per prreceplum nostrum, et 13 
solidos et 10 detiarios quos posuit in 00 picoisis emptis ibidem et 
missis usque Biliam per pnecoptum nostrum. T. H. &c. Spud 
Wudestok. 1 2 die Aprilis, per eundem, anno eodem. 
Memb. 12. P. 4.54. 
CoMPUT. Rex baronilms suis de Scaccario salutem. Compat. 
veuerabili patri nostro P. Wintunieusi epiacopo 50 marcas, qoaa 
nobis commodavit, et habere fecit per mauum W. de Cautilapo 
seiicscballi uostri ad acquietandas enpensas nostras foctas in parti- 
bus de Witteneia. T. H. &c apud Windlesor. 15 die Aprilb, 
anno &c. per euudcm. 

Meub. 10. P. 468 b. 
D. MArBEMEM. Rex ThomiR ik Langeley salatem. Prtccipi- 
mus ttbi quod maeremin. quod Eobertus Arsic dedit et vcndidiL 
Dionjsio clerico donu'ni Wintoniensis episcopi ad domus suas de 
Witteneyc emeudandiis et rciedificandas, sine impedimeiito ha- 
bere permittas ctabducerc T. II, &. apud Westtn., !9 die Maii, 
per eundem. 



Caujnd : Inquisitiondm Post Mortem sive Escabtarcm. — 
In Tuani. 
Ao 51 Hen. Ill, No 32.— Alexander de la Haye. 
1267. Coges — terr" &c. de Dovor* castr*— Oxon. 



— Oxon. ^^H 
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w. I, No 20.— Will'us de Gardinis. 
ISSS. Cogges maner' extent' — Oxod. 
Escaet' deAoSoEdw. 11, No6I.— Joli'es deGrey dc Rotherfeldj 
1311. et Margarita uxor ejus. 

Cogges mailer' exteut' — Oxon. 
Ao Zo Bdw. in. No 29.— Thomas de Gardinis. 
1327. Dovor" eastr" 52a. ad Wardam— Kant. 
Cogcs manor' — Oxon. 
Ao lOo Edw. Ill, No 19.— Elizabetha uxor Pliilippi Paynel 

1S35. ut de maner de Coges — Oxon. 
Escaof de Ao S3o Edw. Ill, No 38.— Joh'es de Grey de 
[ Eotherfeld. 
1358. Clir*. — Coges maaer* — Araik' feod' — Oson, 
Sbcdnda pars esc' de Ao 35o Edw. Ill, No ii, 42 — Joli'es de 
1360. Grey de Eotherteld, pro priore et fratribus sancti 
Joh'ia Jer'l'm Aiiglia. — 
Coges maner' — Oxon. 
Escaet. de Ao 41 Edw. Ill, No 80.— Joli'es de Grey de 
1366. Wyvelcote maner' — Oxon. [ Etotlierield. 

Do No ii, 35. — Joli'es de Grey de Rothcrfeld. 

Feoffavit Will'um de Mershton p'sonam Ecli'e de 

Coges maner" — Oxon. [Somerton et alios. 

Escaet' de Ao 47o Edw. Ill, No ii^ 31.— Bic'ua fil' Ric'i de 

1372. Stanlake. (Eatuus.) 

Wytteney et Carawell — 16 mesa, et un' canic' terr" — Oxon. 

Eacaet" de Ao 51 Edw. Ill, No 6. — Hugo do Courteuay 

1376. Comes Devon'. 

Crawleye terr' et ten' — Oxon. [Devon ?] 
[In Harl. MS. 0822 is an account of the attainder of ... . 

earl of Devon, in regno H, ^,anno ,andthe forfeiture of all 

Ills estates, together with a grant of them with the titles to — de 
Courtenay his son. Among the estates is Crawley but whether in 
Oion or not, does not appear. 

(vol. iii.) 
Eacaet' de Ao 2 Bic. II, No 116.— Rob'tus Grey de Eotherfeld 
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feoffavit William de Aston et alios. 
Cogges mauer* — 'Arswyke £eod' etc. — Oxoii. 
Escaet' do Ao 11 ftic: II, No 28.— Rob'tus Grej de Rotherfeld 

Cogges manor' — Oson. 

Escaet' de 5 Ric. II, No 9. — Cecilia uxor Joli'is de Bohun, 

Ch'r. Craule unum messuag' et 100 acr" terr* arabil' — 

Bucks (? Oxon.) 

[Craule, Bucks, again in name of Willoughby, but it ia very likely 

to be Crawley justa Witney.] 

Escaet' de Ao 21 Ric. n, No 90. — Joh'es Bridbrok, clericus, pro 
priore et conventu saocte I'rideswide, Oxon, 
Witteneye 40s. reddit' reman' eidcra Joli'i ultra donatio- 
nem. — [Oxon.] 
Anno 10 Hen. IV, No 19 — Rogerus GiEfard Arraiger. 
Cogges — Cotagium &c, Oxon. 
(vol. iv) 
Escaet' de Anno 2 Hen. V, No 30, — 'Thomas Lovell, cKivalier. 
Dokeliugtou Breton inanet' 
Dokolington aJvoc' eccriie &c 

Ord. duo mes' tria Cotag" ct una virg* terr* et dimid' 

tent' ut de maner' de Wilcote — Wiltes (? II should be 

Oxon.) 

Escaet' de Ao 9 Hen. "V, No 63. — Jolianuea filius et hores 

Jobannia Herdcwyk. 

Unum mess' divers' Cotag' terr" reddit' etc. iu villis et 
Witteney etc. — Oxon. 
Escaet, de Ao .53 Hen. VI, No 28.— Willielmus LoveU miles et 
Alicia uxor ejus. 
Co^es maner*. 

Wevilcote (for Wilcot) Maner" vocat. Bottikr's 
Court extent' 
Mynster Lovell Maner" ut de ducat. Lancaste 

Duklyngton maner' — etc. — Oxon. &c, 

No. 34, — Margartta cjuic fuit uxor Radiilphi Crom- 
well militis. 
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Co^es medietas raaner' — &c, — Oxon. 
Bscaet* de Ao 38 et 39 Hen. VI, No 58— Joh'es comes Sidop. 

AVyvclcote maner. 
I Northlye maner' — &c. — Oxon' 

Eseaef de Ao 4 Bdw. IV, 27.— JoVes Lovell Miles. 

I Wyvelcote maner" vocat' Botellers Court. &c. — Oxon' 

^^^B>— No. 43 — Edwardus Han]])deii dc Beckley, in tum' 
^^^^ Oxon' attinctus. 

^^^^ Wjttuej; mcsauag* ct terr* — Oxon' &c. 

' £«met' de Ao 6 Edw. IV, No 20. — Joh'es Lovell iiupcr uxor 

Johannis Lovell, militis. DeEuncti. 

Dnklyngton maner' et sdvoc' ecelcsim 

Cockthorp — Do — Do — 

AVyvelcote maner' vocat' Butler's court &c. Oxon. 
^^wf de Ao 13 Edw. IV, No. 64. — Alicia Lovell vidua prius 
^^^k nupt' E. B. Domino de Sudely. 

^^^B Co^es maner' &c — Oxoa. &c. 

I ISQIJISITIONES TEUl^OILE EEGI3 EuW. Ill, 

I Anno S Edw. Ill, No 10. — Thomas dc Gardima 
^^^ Cogges — Terr' et terr' 

^^^b| Co{^es messuag* — Oxon' &c. 

^^ (1275.) 

Satnli Hwndredorum — Edw. I. {Cinn. Oxon.) 
Estracf inquisitioiium factarum per prteceptum domiiii regis 
in comitatibus Line, Oxon., Berk., Buk., Bed., Canteb., Huute- 
don., Devon., Cornub., dc juribus et libertatibus doiniiii regis 
subtractis et cxcessia vicecom. Coron. Eacaet. et aliorum ballivo- 
ram domini regis quorumcumquc aliorum balliorum quoquumodo 
domiiium regem spectantibus, anno rcgni regis E, lii. regis H. 
quarto. 



s O^onia pro rege, 
Vixm dtcunt quod Ric's de Ilospriiig' aliquando ball's doniini 



I. 
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regis apud Wjttency, vacante Eiiiscopatn W'ynton., assign, tutt 
solvere Galfr'ci le Sausir Ae Oxon.' viginti et octo sol. pro nna 
panno de russeto sumpto ad op. domini regis, ct ipse Bio's hacte- 
nuB nihil inde solvit, 

Burff, de Witleiteye. Be kit qui kalent Hlertateg per regei 
AngUa c<mee»tat, 

Dicunt quod domin. W. Wynton. episcopas babet libcrtatei 
concessas Ecclesiai WyntoTi. per reges AngliEc qnibua utitor 
secundum tenorem carta; domini regis, sed nesciunt quis rex Olaii 
libcrtatea donavit nee qno warranto. 

Hundred, de Jfotton, 

InquUitio etc- . 

Et dicunt quod et Bobertus de Grey et Willel- 

mus del Gardin partidpes inanerii de Cog' tenent illud Ac domino 
rege in capite et illud mauerii est dc baronia de Arsic et faciunt ad 
castnim de Dovere quinquiea per duos annos et qualibus vice per 
qoadiaginta dies qoatuor inilites sumptibus suis piopriis. 

(1278.) 

(Gm- Oxon.) 

Inquisitiones capftc ex parte domini regis in comitatu Oson... 
anno regni regis Edwardi primi septirao, tam de dominicis domini 
regis et feod. feodalibus eachoetia bbertatibus ac rebus cunctis 
feod. et tenement, domini, regis contingentibus quam aliorum 
quOTumcnnque et qui ea tenent in dominico ut in dominico, in 
villanis ut in villanis, in servia ut in servis, in cotariis lit in cota- 
riis, et jjostraodum iu Uberis teneutibus ut in Hheria teneatibus, 
et in boscis et in parcis, in cbaciis, et in warennia, in aquis, in 
ripariis, et omnibus libertatibus et feriis mercstis et aliia t«nuris 
quibuscumque et quocunqiie modo, et de quibus, sive de mediis 
sive de aliis, et de quibus feodis et aliis tenuriis acutagium dan 
consuevit et dari debet, et quantum de £eod, tionorum quocunque 
et qni fcoda ilia tenent qualitcr et quomodo et a quo tempore. 
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HanleUaforinaeca perlin. ad inanerium Se Wi/ten, 

£piscopus Wynccstr. tenet vii carno. terne in domiiiino, ut in 
daminico, pertin. ad maTiertuin de Wytteneye, et habet liberum 
parcam, sed nescitur quo waranto ; et kabet visum franci plegii, 
de homiuibus suis : liabet etiam liberum mercatum et fejr. in 
Wjtetieje, et habet liberum piaoar. et valet di. marc, et tenet de 
damino rege in cap. pro parte cjusdem baroniie, et habet liberam 
chaciani in boscn quod dicitur Bissopcsn'ode, et tenet per cartas 
et confirinationes domini regis sed nescitur confirraatione cujus 
Kgis. 

Tm. lib. 
Hffle (Uayle.) 

Lucia le Wodea tenet in Ilayle 1 mesuag.' et 4 virg, terne de 
domino episcopo, et reddit per annum cidem 8s et de, sect, in 
cur. ejnsdem dc tribus in trcs et d. via. bis in ann. uude. 

Job. Underwode tenet in eadein di. virg. terra; de dca Lucia, et 
reddit per ann' eid. 12d. et di. hb, cimini un' dca Lucia est media. 

Ric. Sraalprout tenet in ead. di. virg. terraj de ead, et reddit per 
ann, dca; Lucias 12 et di hb ciranii 

Ric. Juven. tenet in cad di virg terrse de domino episcopo, et 
reddit per ann. lid et 1 par cinrotbecarura cidem. 

Idem Ric. tenet in eadem I taeisuag et 6 acr. terrEC do codem de 
assart., et reddit dco epiacopo ^s 

Ric. Smalprout tenet in eidera 1 me^suag. et i! acr. terr.e do co- 
dera et reddit pei ann cid is 6d 

Joli. Underwode tenet in cad 1 mcsjuag. et acr. terrte 
eodeni et reddit per ann nd !■- 

WUl. ad Tonfem ttnet m ljiI 1 ine= cum crottaet 4 aer. terrie 
de eodem et reddit per ann eidun ( v 

Joh. LosingroE tttiet in nd 1 me^ et acr. terne de cod. et 
reddit per ann. eidcm 4^ b<\ 

Rob- i\\. Had tenet in cid 1 mes et 17 acr. terra;, et di. de 
eodem et reddit per ann eid '^s Id 

Walt.' Hilde tenet in cid 1 mw' ct G acr. terra; de oodem ct 
Rddit per ann.' eid 3s ^d qi 

I 
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Wail. Fab. tunet in cod. uii. mps' et 7 acr, terrie et HI. 
eodem et reddtt per ann.' cid. is. 3d. 

Ad, adFontem leiiH in eadeiu un. mes. pt4 acr, terra; de eod. et 
reddit per aim. rid. 2a, 

Joh, ad Foiitern tenet in cad. nn. mes, el 3 acr. tcrne dc e 
"■(Tiidit perann. eid, 18d. 

Jordanus ad Foutcni tenet ia ead. un, mes. et 9 acr. terrte de e 
ct riddit per ann. eid. 5b. 

Walt, dc Ilaiictwc Icnet in ead. un. mes. et 2 acr. terras dc eoA. 
et rcddit per ann. eid. 15(1, 

Walt. Crjps tenet in cad. un. incs, ct un. acr.'tcrrrede eod. et red- 
dit per ann.' eid. Od. 

Galfr.' Duraunt tenet in cad. un. mes. et 2 acr.' terrfe de eod. et 
reddit per ami. eid. 12d. 

EJc. Carpentar. tenet in ead. un. mes. et 4 acr. terrre de eod. ct 
reddit per ann.' eid. 2s. 

Galfr, de Cliardesle tenet in ead, luu mes.' et un, acr,' terra; de 
cod. et re^ldit per ann, eid. Od. 

Kic. William tenet in rad. un. mes, ct 7 acr. terrte 1 ferndell. de 
cod. ct reddit per ann. eid. 3s, Gd. 

Bob. Miles tenet in ead. un. mes. et 3 acr.' teme 1 ftTndcIl. de 
eodem et reddit per annum eidem 19d. ob. 

Thomas Wyne tenet in eadera un. mes, et 3 acr. terrse de eodem, 
et reddit per annum eidcm ISd. 

Rad, Edun tenet in eaiL un. mes' ct 10 acr. tcn^a; de eodem, 
et reddit per annum eidem Ss. 

Uic. Walt, tenet in cadem un. mes' ct 4 acr" terrae de eodem 
et reddit per annum eidcm Ss. 

Simon Messor tenet in cadem un, mes' ct 8 acr* terrae de eodem, 
ct reddit per annum eidem is. 

Sic. de Constonwe tenet in cadem nn. mes' ct nn. acr" lernB 
et di' de eodem, et reddit per annum eidem 9d. 

Alicia Mondelgome tenet in endem un. mes' et un. act' teme et 
di. de eodem, et reddit per annum eidem 9d. 

Will. Edon tenet in eiidem un. mes' et 8 acr' terne de eodem, ot 
reddit per annum eidcm 49. 
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1^^^ Joh. Willy tenet iii eadem 1 
raldit per annum eidem 3s. 

Joli. Ciirpeutar. teuetiii eadem 1 raes' et 6 acr" terra; deeodcm, 
et reddit jier aimum eidem 3s. 

Tliomas de Deule tenet in eadem 1 mca' et 10 acr" terra; de 
eodem, et re^dit per annum eidem 5s. 

Atanus de Deule tenet in eadem 1 mcs' et 3 acr' terra de 
rodera, et reddit per annum eidem ISd. 

Rog. Haraiig tenet in e«dcm 1 mes* et 5 acr' tcrnc dc eodem, et 
reddit per annum eidem 2s. dii. 

Ric. de Pouwell tenet in eadem 1 mes' el C acr' ttrriK dc podcm 
cl. reddit per annum eidem 3s. 

Galfr' Hug' tenet in eadem 3 acras fernc de eodem, c(. reddit 
[>er annum eidem ISd. 

ServL 
Willelmus Juveii. tenet in Hayle 1 mes. et I virg. terrre de 
dido episcopo, et reddit per annum eidem pro reditu 3s. 9d. pro 
open! 10*. lOd. q. taxantnr. 

Idem Willelmus tenet in eadem 5 acras lerrrej et di, de forlond 
de eodem, et reddit per annum eidcin 2s. 9d. 

Walter Losiugr., Ric. Sprot, Walter Ernald, Will. Snow, Walter 
Solves, Ric. filius pnepositi Hrnrici Hardekil, Eic. Ychewol, Joli. 
^ytherode, Henr. Kdon., Simon Huwe, Wil. Coupe, Matilda 
l^b., Nicol. Juven,, Elyas Garford, Will. Garford, qnilibet pne- 
scriptorum tenet in eadem eonsimil. teuem. de eodem pro consimili 
Bervitio faciendo eidem sicut Will. Juven. 

Willelmus Fredomuel tenet in eadem 1 mes. et di. virg. terra; 
de eodem ct reddit ger annum eidem pro reditu 1 2d. ob. pro opcrc 
53. 5d. q. taxantur. = 

Julianua Oraunt, Ric. Graunt, Gounild. in le Fenne, Job. di. 
Chardesle, Will, de Cliardesle, Ric. Wyther, Bie. de Pouwell, 
Will. Wyking, Cecilia Rotur, quilibet praacHptorum tenet in 
eadem consimil. teiiem. de codera pro consimili servitio (acicndo 
eidem aicut Will. Prod om me- 
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Wuiter Itulves teiit^t iu eadem -t acras tiTrai de assart' de eodem, 
et reddit per aunum eiiiem Ss. 

Will. 'Wjfking tenet in eadem ■! acr* tcrnc et di. de eodem, ct 
reddit per aunum eidein 3,a, 3d. 

CoTAIt.' 

Waiterua Ernnid tenet iii Hajle 1 00135" ^* ^ acras terraa epia- 
oopo, etrtddit per annum eidem pro reditu 12d. proopere 19d.ob. 

RoberttiB Smalprout, "WiUelmus Xnit, Willelmus Juven.^ 
Eicardus de Pouwcle, riuilibet prffiseriptorum tenet in eadem 
consiniiie tcncmenlura de eodem pro eonsitnili servitio fncieudo 
eidem excepto ijuod Eobertus Smalprout tenet in eadem 1 cotag. 
et 3 acras terra; plus et 1 ferud. et reddit pro reditu 2s. 7d. 
ob. pro opere 8d. 

C/iarsicell. 

Hugo de Scotporn tenet in Charswell 1 messuag. ct 6 virgas 
terne cum 2 croftis de domino epiEcopo, et reddit per annum eidcm 
19s. Id. ct de. sect, de tribus sept, in tres sept. ; unde 

Persona de Wjtteneia tenet in eadem 1 virgam terrte de dido 
Hugoue, et reddit eidem per auuum is. 6d. 

Heuricus de Charswell tcjiet in eadem I mes. et 3 virgas tenre 
dc abbate de Ejgn. [Eiis/iata], et reddit eidem per annum 6s. 
8d. et debet scutagiuui et vis. bis in curia de Wjtea. 

Job. Galard tenet in eiiLlem 1 mes, et 2 virgas terrte de eodem 
et reddit per annum dicto abbati I3g, 4d,j ct debet scutagium et 
vis. bia iu curia de Wjtteneia. 

Simon Perdel [^T/ierdaie] tenet in eodem 1 mes. et 1 virgam 
terrte de dicto abbate, et reilditpor ainium ddcmSs. 2d. ob. uude. 

Hugo de Scotporn tenet in cadcm 3 acriis terra; do priedicto, 
ct reddit dicto Simoni per aunum Od. 
Craule. 

Doraiuus Alanus de Craule tciieut in Craule in doniinico nt 
■in domiuico 1 caruc. terrai de episcopo Wjotoniensi, et reddit per 
annum lis. 5d., et debet custodjre boscum episcopi, et debet 
sectam in curia ejusdem de tribus in tres. 

Bad. de Mouner tenet in eadeui I messuagiom ct di. vii^. 
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cum 1 molend. et 16 acr. lerrcc ile assart de eodem, et reddit 
\ST armum eidem 49a. 8d. pro opcrc is. 3d. ob. et debet sectam 
lie tnbus in trea, 

Marg, de Craule tenet in eadem I messuag. et 6 acras terra 
i]e eodem ct reddit per annum eidem 3s. Id. 

Hugo Wolsliulle tenet in eiidcra 1 messuag. et 11 acras terra: 
etdi.de eodem, et reddit pcraiiuum dicto episcopo Cb. 8d. et de- 
bet vis. bisinanuo. 

Servi. 

Bog, ap Hachc tt-net in Craule 1 messuag. et 1 virg. terne 
cum 10 acris tcrra3 de forloiid. de di<!to episcojio, et reddit per 
anuum eidem Ss. 9d. pro opcre lOa. lOd. 

Walter. Wytli tenet in eadem 1 messuag. et 1 virgam terne et 
11 acras terrte de Assart, de eodem, et reddit eidem pro redit. 9s. 
Sd. pro opere 10s. lOd. 

Hugo Hardekil tenet in eadem 1 messuagiura et 1 virgam tcme 
et -1 acras ti^rne de forlond de eoderaj et reddit eidem pro reditu 
59. 9d. pro opere 10s. lOd. 

Ead. Gilb. tenet in eadem I messuagium et 1 virgam terraj et 
4 acras terrsE de furdlouJ de eodem, et reddit per annum eidcoi 
pro reditu 53 9d, pro opere 10s. lOd. 

Ilenricus Est tenet in eadem 1 rae?3uagium et 1 virgam leme 
de eodem, et reddit per aimum eidem pro reditu 3a. 9d. pro opere 
IOg. lOd. 

Thomas Dod tenet in eadem 1 mcs. et I virgam terrte de eodem 
et reddit per annum eidem pro reditu 3a, 9d, pro opere 10a lOd. 

Eobertus Jacob tenet in eadem di. virgaia tcme de codeci, et 
reddit per annum eidem pro reditu 22d. ob. pro opere 5s. 5d. 

Matilda Buly, Ricardus Eotor, Ricardus Olive, Willelmus 
Aliaandr, Alexander Giu, Emma Woweres, Johanna relicta Wal- 
teri, Willelraua Hardekil, Jolinnues Dolfin, quiiibet prsescriptorum 
tenet in eadem consimile tenementura de eodem pro eonsimiU 
servitio tacicndo eidem sicut Robertua Jacob. 

Johannes Doltin tenet in eadem 1 mes. et di. virg, terne 
de eodem, et reddit per annum eidein Sa. 7d. ob. pro opere 6s. 2d. 
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lleuricus Ajlwiird k'lmt iu eadcm 1 mc3< ct <1i. vii^. terrse et 1 
c^oIlolu(, et 7 acrits tcrrtc lie assart, de eodem, et teddit eidem piQ 
reditu 9s. Id. ob. pro opere Os. 2d. 

Ricardus Doleman tenet in Craule 1 cotlond dc dicto episcopo, ct 
rcddit per annum cidcm pro reditu Zs. pro opere 3b. 3d. 

Alicia rc!ict» Page tenet in eadem 1 cotag. du codau, et reddit 
|H3r annum eidem pro reditu 12d. pro opere 19d. ob. 

Joh. llodc tenet m eadeni 1 cotag. de eodcm, et reddit 
per annum cidera 12J. pro reditu pro opere 19d. ob. 
Crudeini;. 
Lib. Ten. 

Joh, de Wodestok tenet iu Crudebrugc 1 mes. et 4 vii^. temc 
de dicto episcojK), et reddit per annum episcopo Us. et debet sect- 
am in curia ejusdem dc tribus in tres et vis. bis per annum. 

Idem Jolmniiea tenet in eadeia 1 acram dc Assart, de eodem, ct 
reddit per anuum eidcra 6d. 

Nicolaus Franltelayn tenet in eadem 1 virg. lerrm et di. de 
eodem, et reddit per annum cidcm pro reditu 8s. 3d, pro 
opere 22 d. 

WiU. Baasett tenet in eadem 1 mes. et di. virg. terra; de eodem, 
et reddit per annum eidem 2s, 9d. 

Rad, Ilonicroit tenet ici eadem 1 mes. ct 2 acras terrro de 
eodem, et reddit per nnnutn cidcm I2d. Et debeut Bect4km 

in curia Wytten. 

Eog, ad Fontem i«net in Crudebrug. 1 mes. et 1 virg. terrso de 
dicto episcopo et reddit per annum cidcm pro reditu Ss. 9d. pro 
opere lOs. lOd. 

Alicia ad t'ontem, Tbumas ap Ilache, Ricardus Ncwemau, 
Kobcrtus de Cherdesle, Hogerns de Burton, Ricardus Mou), 
Henricus ap Hetlie [^tlaclie?^, Thomas Norep, Radulfua Mod, 
Ricardus Keiic, Ilenricns Ungard, Tiiomas Graunt, Henricus 
Broket, Ricardus in Luto Daniel., Hugo Noreja, Uugo ^Vib., 
Jufaanues Mileseut, VVilklmus Grauut, Ragerus ap llacbc, Marg. 
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Maicent, Bad. Seman, Will, dc femhnll, R(^. Keoe, Walteros 
Kene, Kc. ATlvard, Galf. Dod, q&ilibet prascnptonun tenet in 
eadem consimJle tcDementnm de eodem pro consimili sen-itio 
faciendo eidem, sicut Itogern? ad Foutem. 

Hugo Alb. tenet in eadem 1 roes, et di, virg- tcrne de eodem, 
et reddit per annum pro reditn 22d. oK pro opere 5s- 5d. 

Jobannes Bde, Rad. Niger, Ric. SweK, qaUibet pnc^criptoram 
tenet in eadem consimile tenementum de eodem pro consimili senn- 
tio faciendo eid«n neat Hu^ A!b. 

NiWEvros. 

Tennrn de Niwenton Joel fundat. snper feod, Amk., sr leod- 
Gomit. Insolie, sr feod. domini regiSj sr feod. de Kaisnet., et et 
Cead. de Clere. 

Fevd. Jr»jri. 

Bobeitus de Cuuaford tenet in eadem villa nntim mansnm et 
5 virgatas ternc et anam molendinum aqnaticum cum pertinentiis 
in dominico de feod. de Arsik, pro d. feod. milit. per dominnm 
Bobertum de Grer, medium inter ipsum et dominnm ngan, et 
reddit semper 2i Septs et cariat. ad castrum Dover, propriis som- 
ptibns, decern sol. ad ward, et fac. duos advent, ad mag. coroit. 
Oson. per annum et sect, ad hundr. de Wotton. de tribos septi- 
maiiis in tres sept., et habet libemm tanr. snnm p. tot, vilL in 
omnibos feod. et locis. 

Idemqae Bobertns babet in eadem 7 villauos tenentes 7 vii]f. 
temc cnm mcssnag. et pertinentiis, qui omnes reddnnt pariterpcT 
annum 6d. pro havedselv certo hnndr. de Wotton, et dominns 
ten. bis sect, ad idem hundred, per annam scilicet per duos Cnos 
vie. Oxon. 

Et dominns Bobertus liabet de dictis TiDanis servitia subscrip- 
U: &0. 

nil. de Gv7«. 

Isabella de Gray tenet in dote vill. de Coges de Boberto Elio 

sao de Gray 2 carnc. terne in dominico cnm pratis et pascois 

djaeentibos. Et domious Kobcrtos dc Gray teuet in capite de 
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doiDino rcgc per barouiam, 

scutagiuni, ct tacit cuatodiam ad castrum de Dovere, videlicet per 

annum 20s. 

Et eadem Isabella [ecct ibidem quandam dimidiai)! liberam 
piscariara in ripa de Weiiaricke quie coutinet in loiigitndine 
de curia de Coges usque ad molendinum aureat., et tenet qnod- 
dam boscuin infra metas forests de Wychewode, set extra re^ar- 
dam per cartam doinini regis, et habet liberam curiam suam et 
visum franci plegii, et non debet sectam ad comit. ncc ad hon- 
drcdum, pcj cartam domini regis. 

Vileiwn, 

Ricardus Jurduis tenet in vilenagio nnam virgatam terne 
de eadem, et operabitur et tajlabitur ad voluntatem dominie, vol 
si domiua volucrit, potest ista opera lelaxare et acciperc 5s. 
de reditu. 

Viletiaff, 

Johannes Beccariua tenet dimidiam virgat. terrjE de eadem, et 
operabitur ad voluntatem dominie, vel, si domiua voluerit, potest 
opera rekxare et accipcre 2s. 6d. aniiuatim. 

Galfridus le Eoke tenet dimidium virgat. terrse eodera tnoda 

Johannes Juven. tenet dimidiam virgat. terne eodem modo. 

Ahcia Eoward tenet dimidiam virg. terrse eodem mod '. 

llicardus Ic Norrejs tenet dimidiam virgatam l^rrse eodera modo. 

Eobertus Alriche tenet dimidiam virgat. terrse eodem modo. 

Galfridus Grobias tenet dimidiam virgat. terrse eodem modo, 

Bohertus Grobias tenet dimidiam virgatam terrse eodem modo. 

Johannes Simund tenet dimidiam virgatam teme eodem modo. 

Willelmua Prat tenet dimidiam virgatam terwe eodem modo. 
Cotag. 

Willelmus Poreward, Itadnlphus Veres, WiUelmus Simund, 
"Walterns Horn, Petrus Cissor, omnes isti tenent unam virgatam 
terras in cotag. per supradietum servitiumj et debeiit tall, ad volun- 
tatem dominze. 

Lib'e tcjii' 

Thomas filius Tlioma: dc Ic Becbey tenet 1 virgat. terra; 
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de eadetti, et reddit \tev annum 5s., et inc. aect. cur. de 3 sept, ia 
Seept. 

Alexander de Molendina aniea, et Willelmos de Moleudina 
sorea, teuent quartain partem unius virgatce, et unam molendi- 
nam squaticam de eadem Isabella, et reddit per annam 30s. et fac. 
seotam car. 

Johannes de la Wik. et Eic. filius Wiilelmi tenent 1 virgat. 
terne de eadeni : reddunt per annum lOs. 6d, 

fiadulpbus de Wik. tenet 2 partes unius vii^tce terrm de 
«adem : reddit per annum 103. 

"Wallerus Brun et Henricus de la Preye tenent 1 virgatam terra; 
de eadem : reddunt per annum lOs. ct fac. sect. cur. 

Willelmus le Longe tenet I acram temc de eadem Isabella : 
reddit per annum cideiu \'Zd. 

Johannes de Aula tenet L acram terra;, eodem modo. 

Johannes Prat tenet 1 acram terrai eodem modo. 

Thomas le Nappe tenet 1 acram terne eodem modo. 

"Walterus Molendinarius tenet 1 acram terno eodem modo. 

GervaseuB le Franceys tenet 1 acram terrte eodem modo. 

Eadulphus le Saltere tenet on. acram terra; eodem modo. 

£t de aliis articulis, de quibus onerati sunt, niliil sciunt, ut 
dicunt per sacramentum. 

"Wyvelecot, Hamelet. eat pertinens villffl de Cogges, Wivele- 
cote est baraelettum spectaiia villat' de Cogges, et manerium 
domime Isabellce de Grey. 

fioberlus le Botiller fiiiue et hBeres TboraE le Botiller tenet nn. 
acram terrse et prati in domiiiico, et dietua Eobertns filins Thomie 
tenet dictam terram in capite de domina Isabella de Grey, q' 
istam tenementum eidem dominai nomine dotis assignatur : red- 
dit per annum 2s. eidem, et facit sectam cur, de Cogges a 3 
septimanis in 3 septiittanas : et Bobertus dc Grey dctendit islam 
terram cum terra sua de Co^es. 



Johannes MurdaV, Henricus Boue, Henricus le Geke, Willel- 
mus filius t'abri, oraues isti pnndicti per so teueut dimid. virgatam 
S 
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teiTDc ill bondag., uiide 2 liomiQes tenent unarn virgatam teme; 
reddunt per aiiuuni 2s, pro omni eervitio. 
Lib'e ieneits. 

Hugo Clericus tenet dimidiam virgatam tcrnc, reddit per an- 
num 'Is. 

Thomas de Gardiiiis, filios et hires domini WOlelmi de Gardi' 
nis, tenet in Coges dimidiam carucatam tfirrte m dominico et m 
capite de domino rege. 

Et acicudum quod ballivi domini regis tenent viaam frand 
plegii semel per annum in villa de Coges, et sunt dicta tenementa 
de baron, de Arsik, et lenentur de ward, de .Dovere et lacit pne- 
dict. terr. quse sunt de baroiiia de Arsik, wardum quantum jierti- 
net ad quartam partem feodi, et medietatem quartre partis unius 
feodi. 



llic. filing Willelmi et Eic. Mote tenent 1 virgatem teme in 
bondag. de prffidicto Thoma ad voliintatem domiui, et debent 
opcrari diversis qnib. septimanis a festo sancti Johaunis Baptists! 
usque ad testum Sancti Michaelia proxime aequena, et per 5 dies 
in sept, prseter diem Sabbati, vel dominus potest dicta opera rela- 
xare et accipere 3s. 9d. pro suis operibus, et ad festum sancti 
Micliaelis usque ad festum sanii Jolmimis Baptistai : reddit 3s. 
9d. pro suis operibus, si dominus voiucrit. 
Lib'e Ten'L 

Ric. Horn et Margeria filius Eadulphi de Cog. tenet 1 virgatam 
terrie do eodem Thoma: reddunt per annum eidem Vs. etfacit 
sectam cur. 

WiUelmus Reytiald' tenet 2 partes uiiiua virgatre terras de 
eodem ; reddit eidem aunuatim 5s. 

Johannes de la Wike tenet dimidiam virgatam terras de eodem: 
reddit eidem annuatim 33. 

Cecilia de Biecleye tenet tertiam partem unius virgata; terne 
de eodem : reddit annuatim eidem 5s, 

Eic. filius Willelmi tenet 4 acras icrrji dc eodem : reddit eidem 
annuatim 2s. 
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Bicardus Wote teuet 4 acras ierrm de eodem : reddit annoatim 
eidem 2s. 

. . . aq. quae est in ripa Wenrisse a fonte de Wolmaresham' us- 
que ad villam de Minister^ &c. 

(1291.) 
Taxatio ecclesiastica p. Nicolai. 
Lincoln* Diocesis, 
Hotalus taxatioois ecdesiarum^ pensionum^ et portionum per- 
sonarura ecclesiasticarum in arcliidiaconatibus Oxon., Bukging- 
ham^ BedefordisB, Huntingdon., et Northampton., praeter decana- 
turn BotelandisB, per £adulfuin et Ricardum de Morton et Gilling 
ecclesiarum rectores, factae anno Domini MCC nonagesimo primo 
sub reverendis patribus dominis J. Dei gratia "Winton. et 0. Lin- 
coln, episcopis taxatoribus a domino Nicolao papa quarto dcputatis 
una cum incremento pro retaxatione a supradictis patribus in 
quibusdam ecclesiis superaddito. 

Archidiaconatm Oxon. 
Decanatus de Wodestok. 
PriorattLS de Coges. Ecclesia de Coges. . 8 0. 

Decanatus de Burncestrb. 
Ecclesia de l^eryngford' deduct* pens' 6 0. 

Pens' Prions de Coges in eadem 16 8. 

Decanatus de Wyttenkye. 
Ecclesia de Wytteneye 40 0. 
Vicar, ejusdem ..468. 



Sm. 409 12 

BeNEFICIA ecclesiastica ad X MARC. ET INFRA TAXATA, QUO- 
rum possessores aliunde ngn sunt bkneficiatf. 
Archid. Oxon. Wytteneye. 
Vicar, de Wytteneye 4 6 8. 

Botulus taxationis bonorum temporalium, redituam, ci proven- 
tuum religiosarum personarum archidiaconatunm Oxon., Bukyrig- 
ham^ Bedeford.^ IIuniyngdou.,ct Northampton., prsetcrdccanalum 






redittbiia 
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Botclanil., facliE per Magistrnra Joliannem de Walecot ct WiUiao 

tie Steynton, anno Domini 1291, aub reverendis patribus domini 

0. Dei gratia Lincoln, et J. Wjnlon. episcopis taxatoribns prin- 

cipalibus a domino Nicolao papa Quarto deputatia, 

Arc HID. OxoN. 

Decanatus Daj)yngto;j. 

Prior de Coges Iiabet in ibidem [i. e. Fan-a Tyv;e\ in i 

wdit., pnitis et posturia 4 13 10. 

Decanatus de W^i/Uenei/e. 
Prior de Coges babct ibidem [i. e. in SomerUme] in redit. 

3 0. 
Prior de Coges habet in Peryngford in tenia et mol. 2 1 Q« 
(1293.) 
Dioc. Wynton. 
[e MS. CoUomano,fol. 456.] 
Tasatio per Wdlen. et Midd. archid. auct, ap. de 
proventibus obventibns ecclesinsticis ad dominuni Jolmnnetn Dei' 
gratia Wynton. episcopum spectantibus, facta Anno Gratia; 
MoCCmo nonagesimo tertio. 

WviSTON. Temp, 
Wytteneje cum bamlettis de Crodebreggs Cranwell. et Hayle 
de ferris, rcdit., et aliis proventibas 116 10 5. ^flH 

Harl. MS. 20*4 fol. 121. XIV K. John. ^H 

Sciatis quod ego RobcrtQs Arsic statui terrain in Coges de meo 
doniinico, scilicet a terra cpiscopi Wintoniensis usque ad Claicroftc, 
moiiacbis de Coges, ex utrnijue parte regalis mei : scilicet "Walt, de 
Ja Wike duas acras super croftam dne propiuquaa terrse episcopi 
Winton., pro 7 solidis sterl., quas inihi dedit in Gersums, 
reddendo inde milii et^hEeredibus meis honorifice duos solidos 
pt. Hujus doiiationis testes sunt dominus Thomas de Wilebi, 
et dominus Will. Tmssebut. et Walter, p. de Lega, et Will. 
Lambert, et Eob. filius ejus, Nigell. dc Ruileia et mult, al. Ilaiic 
constitutioncui et donntionem ego Hobcrlus Ar^c etatoi 
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eoneesai in curia mea apud Coges corn.in mililibus et aliis liberie 

lominibiis 13o anno post coronationem Johimnia regis Angliie. 

GUeTidar of Writs and Returmfor sief/diers of }'arliameni. 

Wytieneye, Biirgm. (vol. I.) 

No 1. 130i. Teate 12 Nov. Ao 32 Edsr. I. at Burstwick— 

Eetum 16 Feb. 1305 at We slminster on Tuesday in 15 dajs of the 

ParificatioD. (Prorogued by ueit writ.) Original writ extant. No 

writ de espensia for this borough enrolled. 

No. 2. 1305. Teste 22 Jan. Ao 33 Edw. T, at Spalding— Be- 
Imn 28 I'eb, at Westminster (by prorogation) Sund. next after 
the least ot St Matbias apost. Orig. writ extant. No writ dc Ex- 
pensis enrolled. Persons returned, — -Johannes de Hasten, Walterua 
Eanlyn. {Seep. 149— A'b 35 of Calend.) 

No 3. 1306. Teste 5 Apr. Ao 34 Edw. I, at Winchester— 
Eetnm SO May at Westminster on the morrow of the U. Trinity. 
Orig. writ extant. Person returned — Walterus Banlyn {p. 173 
». 87.) 

Wyntmeye, JFylleneye, Burgv,» et villa, {vol. II.) 
No. 4. 1307. Teste 26 Aug. Ao 1 Edw. II,atComnoch. Bet. 
is Oct. at Northampton in 15 days of St Michael. Orig. writ ex- 
tant. No return made for this Borough, {p. 10. no 25.) 

No. 5. 1309. Teste 4 Mar. Ao 2 Edw. II at Westminster, 
— Itetarn 27 Apt. at Westminster in one montii of Easter. Orig. 
writ extant. No return made, {p. 32 no. 32.) 

No. 6. 1311. Teste 16 June, Ao 4 Edw. II, at Berwick on 
Tweed — llcturn 8 Aug. at London, on Sund. next before the feast 
of St Lawrence. Prorogued &c. Orig. Writ extant. "For 
causing two Burgesses to come for the Borough of Witney and 
for the 'Coramunitas' thereof. The writ was returned to the 
Bailiff of tlie liberty of Dominus Adomarus de Yalencia ot his 
hundred of Bampton, in which the borough is situated, and the said 
Buliff who has tlie return of all writs and the execution thereof 
did not give any answer to the sheriff." {p. 51. no 17.) 

No. 7. 1311. Teste 11 Oct. Ao 5 Edw. 11, at London— Rc- 
tora 12 Nov. at Westminster on morrow of St Martin &c. Orig. 
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writ extent. "For causing two Burgesse? to come frcm 
Borough of Witney which is in the Huodred of Bampton in the 
liberty of Dominus Adoinarus de Valencia. The writ was returned 
to the bailiff of the liberty who has the return of all writs &c. and 
who did not give any answer to the Sheriff. [p. 63. r/o. 55.) 

No. S. 1313. Teste 8 Jan. Ao C Edw. IT, at Windsor— Re- 
turn 1 S Mar. at WestmiuBter on the -Sd Suud. in Lent. Orig. writ 
extant. No return made. {p. H7. no. 43.) 

No. 9. 1313. Teste 26 Jul. Ao 7 Edw. 11, at Westminster— 
itetnrn 23 Sept. at Westminster, on Sund. next after the feast <rf 
8t Matthew apiist, Orig. Writ, estant. No return made for Has 
Borough (p. 110. «o47.) 

No. 10. 1314. Teste 29 July Ao 8 Edw. II, at York— Be- 
tum 9 Sept. at York on Mond. the morrow of the nativity of the 
Virgin. Orig. writ extant. Persona returned Waltenis de Foreata, 
Henricus le Plomer. (P. 131, No 17.) 

No. 11. 1314. Teste U Oct Ao & Edw. II, at Spalding— 
Bet. 20 Jan. 1315 et Westminster in S days of St Hilary. Orig. 
writ extant. Persons returned Johannes de Staulake, Johannes 
Savage (j>. 147, No 08.) 

Witney is not noticed in any of the Subsequent Eeturas for 
this Reign. 
Calend. of Writs and Eetums ^e. Cwl. IT, Fan S,p. 351^. 
r&T Mi. Harl. 2195— 6281. /o^. 67.; 

Com. Oxon, In isto rotulo continentur omnia Hundred. Com. 
pert, et quorum sunt, ct quot Burgi et villaj sunt in quolibet 
Hundredorum iliorum, et qui sunt domini eorundem. 

Hundred, do Bampton et Comitis Pem brock et sunt in 
eodem Hundredo ; — 



Villa dc Wjtuey cum Crotebruge, Craule, Hayllc, Carsewell, et 
Denlegbc. — Dominus episcoims Wintoniensis, 
Hundred, de Wootton. et domini Eegis. 



Villa de Cogca cum Wyvelcote. — Domiui Job'cs de Grey, 
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Thoraus dc GatJino, Eobertus Ig Botiller. 

(Testa de N evil!.,— Taken tem. Hen. Ill, and Edw. I.— com- 
piled in I Edw. in.) 

llundr' de JFotton. Coges est caput de baronia Arsik. Arch. 
Ebo, et Tlioin. de Laiiay tenent totam viliam ; non potest 
inquiri utram pro aliqiio feodo necne. 

IIuNDaEDUM DE Bampton. Wytenev et Crudcbrege sunt in 
maaa domini E£^ et spectant ad baroniam episcopi Wynto- 
niensis. 

Episcopus Winton. tenet "Witteneye et Edbarh'i : sed nescimns 
per quod servitium. 

(LsauisiTioNEs NoNARUM, * CoM. OxoN.) — f 14th Edw. in.) 

3ecanai' de Wodestoi:. Cogges. Ecclesia parochialia ejusdem cum 

omnibus soia portionibus taxatur ad 8 li. eajua non, prscdict. aased. 

ad 8 li. et non plus, per iiiquis. jurat, preedict-j uec sunt ibidem 

catallar., ut dicunt, vel mercat. &c. 

J}ecanatu» de Witteneye. Witteneje. Ecclesia parochialis ejus- 
dem cum omnibus suis portionibus taxatur ad 40 li. cujus non 
26 li. 13s. 4d. ut patet per inquis. indent, cap. 
tctnm Eoberti de Co^., Ilicardi de Stanlake, Jobannis Lacy, 
innis ate MorCj Jobannis Huston, "Walteri de Dyere, Eogeri de 
Carewell, Thomie Loneye, Eob. le Boor, Willelini le Eok, Walteri 
le Prentys et Bieardi Hod, qui dicunt quod nona; dicto^ paroch. 
Don plus valent quam prascribitur q, gleb. ten. cum dec, val. 20 
marc, nee sunt ibidem catallar. &c, 

Rolulomm originalinm in curia Scaccarii abbreviaiio. 
Est. from Ct Chancery, of all grants of Crown &c. from Ao 
%o Hen, III.) 
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In oriff.' lie Jhtno r. r. Skbcnrdi Terttipost conqueslt 

Eieirael' Glaua. 
Oifim. Eic'us de Slanlake de Wbitteneye et Joh'es de Croxfor 
junior fiacm fecerunt per 10 ]i. pro lie' assiguaadi laicum feod. in 
Whitteneye, Sandford, Yistale, Lutolmore ct Cowele, ad maaatn 
mortuttiD. 

Ho. 44. 
In ori^ de anno r. r. "Eiiwardi Tertu Amjl, et Franc, vulelkel 
AfiffL vicesimo sc^do el Fran<f nono, 

Groid Fines. 
Oxon. Will's ep'us Wintou. Gnem fecit cum fi. per unam 
raareBin pro lie. dandi quasdam ten. cum pertiti' in "Whiteneye et 
alibi ac pn^sagium (piistiiigium ?) ult. aquam de Saundl'ord juxt« 
Oxon. ad manuin niortuam habciid. 

Bo. 46, 

In orif de Anno r, r. Edxardi TerUipost ConquesS 12. 

Groi^ Fines. 

Joh'es de Qrej? de "Retlierfeld finem fecit per 40s. pro lie. 

babend. quod ipse de qnibusdam terria et ten, cum pertin. in 

feryngford in Com. Oxon q. &c. feottare possit JoVem Gifford 

de Twyford babend. &c. in escambium pro quibusdam aliis terris 

et ten. cum pertin' in Cogges q. &c. — 

Jio. 79. 
In orig' de anno r. r. Edteardi Teriil 42. 
Gtosd Fines. 
Joh'es de Grey de Rotlierfeld dat quadraginta libras i)ro lie' 
feoffandi "Will'm de Mersliton personam ecclcsite de Soraerton et 
quosdam alios da maneriis de Retherfeldj Cogges et Somertou et 
de quibusdam aliis maneriis q. &c. babend. sab certa forma. 
Ro. 33. 
Calendar. Rot. Chartanim et InquisUioimm ad guod damKum. 
{From 1 E. Joka 1199 io end K. Edio. IV, 1483.) 
CAariw. 
Ao. 15 Hen. III. pan nnia 
Mem. 1. Ep'us Wyntoii' — Wyttencye raaut 
Ao 2C lien. 3. pan uiiica. 
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No, 7. Archiep'ua Ebor. Coges juxta Witteneia tota terr. Oxon. 
Archiep'us Ebor. Coges libertates. Oxon. 
Ao 29 Hen. 111. jiars unica. 
No, 3. Walter de Gray. Coges &c. — Oxon. 
Ao 4 Ildie. III. pars unica- 
No, 44. Joh'ea Gray de Rotherfeld. Coges &c. libera waien. 
Oxon, 

No. 94, Job'es de Greye, Coges maner. libera waren' — Oxon. &c. 
Inquia. ad quod damnum. 
AolOoSdw.ll. 
No. 100, Tho. de Gardinis, Co^ea maner,' &c — Oxon,* 

Ao 18 Sdw. 11. 
No. 175, Tho, de Gardinis — Cogges maner. Sec.— Oxon. 
(Witney in page 389 nt indie, non inven.) 
A. 1 Hen. IV. 
NO' 37, Ric'ns Stanlake pater Eog'i Stanlake jam superstit. 
Fuit seisihis in dominico suo ut de feodo, de uno messuagio et 
duabus virgatis terne in Carswell et de aliia terns cum pertin. 
in "Witteney in com. Oxon. &c. — Oxon' et Berks'. 

CaUnd. Rot. paleniium, in Turri Landinemi. 
Paten/^ de Anno 18o R. Mw. I. 
Mem. 16. Pro episcopo Winton. de chacea sua de Witney in 
com. Oxon.' 

Secunda patenf de Ao 5o R. Edte. III. 
Mem. 3, Pro CanLar. de Whitney {Oxon. vel Eeref. ?) 

Prima part, patent' de Ao 9o R. Rich. II. 

Hem. 15. Bex coiiEirmavit Roberto Gray de Rutherfield in 

feodo. viz. quod ipse et homines sui de Rutherfield et do Cogges 

Bint quicti de shiris bundredis etc. in qua de 24 et 26 chart 

Ben. III. 

I Valor Ecclesiasticus Hen. VIII, 

Wytney decanatus — Oxon. Lincoln, dioc. 
alorea omnium rectoriarumj vicariarum, et aliarum possess- 
m tam spiritualiura quam [emporalium intra Decanatus pne- 
iu omnibus ft omnimodis decimis tam majoribus quam min- 
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oribus, terr. gk'b. et al. possession, et proven, eamndein, una cum 
oblationibus et (Uteris proficii's eifdem spectan. 

Ecclma de Wytney In Dioi^ jiradict. 

Edwardus Steward legum doctor rector ibidem ct rectoria sua 
valet per nnnum, in omnibus decimiSj oblationibus, et aliis profi- 
cuia et emolumentis, ut supra cominunibus annis ex reoognitione 
dicti rectoris modo iucumbeiitis ibidem £52 6s. 8d. Sm- 
£53 6s.8d. lude. 

In resoliit' an'tis episcopo Wyntoti. de annua pensione per 
annum in pcrpetuum £4. Gs. M. 

Item in procurat. arcb'no episcopi per annum lOs. fiA. Sm. 
Alloc. £4 i7s. 4d. et teman. clare £47 03. 4d. Decima 
pars £4 14s. lid. 

Wylney Ftcaria Eaeleniit ih'm. 

Elic. Wareh'm, legum bocalar. ^-icarius dictte eecl'iie et vicaiia 
sua valet per annum commaiiibus annis ex ejus recogrutione £10. 
2s. Sm. £10 2s. ludc. 

Ill resolut' p. sinodal. ep'o Lincoln in perpetuum 2s. Et arch, 
suo an. et in perpetuum p. procurat. 12d. 

Item ep'o Winton. de quodam quiet, red. exeunt, de mauso 
vicar, et terris eidem pertin. an. et in perpetuum 2b. 8d. Sm. 
9s. 8d. ct reman, dare £9 I2s4d. Decima pars 19s 3d. 

Ciipella WI(B Mrirics rirfis infra eccriam parocMalem. de Wyi- 
ney i^dicU 

Will's Dalton capellauua ibidem et capella sua valet ibidem in 
omnibus terris et tenem. ac aliis possessionibua eidem pertm. per 
annum ex ejus recognitione £4 Cs 8d. Sm. £4 Cs. 8d. Inde. 

Ill redit. quiet, an'ti^ solut' ep'o "Winton. exeunt" de terr. 
capelliB praedictas pertin. per annum et in perpetuum 33a. Sd. 
Sm. 33s. 3d. Et reman, clare 52s. 5d. Decimajiara 5b. 3d. 

WODESTOK DeCANATUS. 

Wjvelcolc — Dominus JoVcs Leversage rector ibidem. Et 
recloria sua valet per annum in omnibus 53s. 4d. Sm. 5Ss 4d. 
Decima pars Ss. 4d. 

BltUKitN MOXAST. IN CoM. OxO.\. 

Wvtney. Dec. de Wytney. Thomas Smyth ieiieu. ibidem r. per 
annum 6s. Sm. patet 6s. 
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Collegium de Merlon, in dioc. Lin<f et juriadiet. C'ani. 
Wytney in comit Oxoii. dioc. Ljncollii. Rectoria ibidem solvit 
pro situ collegii Corporis Cliriati in Oxoti. £-1 Gs. 8d. Sm. palet. 
Witnej-Decanat. de Wyttney. — Parvum tenementum ibidem 
dijnittitur per indent' pro reditu annuali Gs. 

In the calendar to pleadings in the court of duchy of Lancaster, 
(vol. iii. No. 32j 41 Eliz.) Case of Attorney general on behalf of 
the Qupen v. Trancis Derby, Subject— The extent on defendant's 
copytold land called Gigley in the tithing of Hajlye, and 
manor anrl parish of Wytney, com. Ozm. 
Li Rarl MS. 604. 
Valor Capell. &c. com. Oxon. 
Capi'lla beatie Mariie virginis intra ecclesiani parochialem 
TiVytlnt'j valet per annum 52a. 5d. 

I'Votn Doomsday Book. 
OxFORDSHiiie (Bimid. Ennd. JBenainiofJ 
III. Terra episgopi Wintoniensis. 
Episcopua "Wintonicnsis tenet "VVitenie. Stigand archiepiscopus 
tenuit. Ibi sunt 80 bidic. Terra est 24 cairarum. Nunc in domi- 
mo 5 came et9 servi et 36 viUanicum 11 bordariis. Habent20 
carras. Ibi 2 moliiii de 33 solidis et 6 denariis, et 100 acrffi prati ; 
silva 3 leu. longa et 2 leu. lata: cam onerat. val. 50 solidis. 
Tempore regis Edwardi valebat 22 libris : modo 25 libris. 
[Zevecanole Ilitnd.) Tehda episcopi Baiocexsis. 
Wadard tenet Coges. Ibi sunt 5 hidsB. Terra 8 cairarum. 
NaBC iii dominio sunt Z carrffi et 5 servi. De nnolino 10 so!. 
De freno 10 sol. p"tn. 11 q"rent' Ig. et 2 q'rum lat. Pastura li 
q"rent' Ig. et una q"rum hit. silva 18. q'rum ig, et6 q"rum lat. 
Valuit et val. 10 lib. 

{PerUu7ie IIuiiil.) Terra Eoberti de Oiloe. 
Rogerius tenet de Eoberto Dochelintone, Ibi sunt 4 hids. 
Terra 4 carrarum. Nunc in dominio 3 came et 6 servi, et 6 
villani cum 9 bord. Habent 2 carras. Ibi moHn. 12 sol. et 30 
acree prati. Pastura una ci"rum Ig. et 2 q"rum lat. 
Yal. 4 lib, modo 6 lib. 

Ba infra scripftE, ftrrcE miit de/ffiido It'iUebni comifin. 
Robe rtus tenet 7 hidas in Dncheliiitoue. Terra 6 carrarum. In 
dominio sunt 2 carrrC f.t 3 servi et 7 villani cum 2 bord. Ha- 
bent 5 carras. Ibi 30 acra; prati. Pastura 1 q"rum Ig. et una 
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lat. Silva 3. q"ra[n Ig. et 2 q"riim lat. Valait 6 lib, modo 
7 libraa. 

LiBKR NiQBE ScACCABii. OxKefordsctTe. 
Carta Maiiasseri Arslc de feodis sois. Hie sunt milites 

Manasser Arsic. Gilbertas de Nevill ten. feod. 4 militum a 

tempore BegisR. et hoc tenet Eogerus Arsic a fratresuoManaasero 
Aisic, You de Grenelbi teaet {temiit) feodam un. militis a 
tempore Begis H. et hoc habet Eogeroa Areic. Givido de Ter 
tenet quartaai partem militis ab ipso Rogero, et pater suus tenuit 
a tempore Regis Henrici. Odo de Ceriton nepoa Archiepiscopi 
tenuit a tempore regis H. feodum un. militis, et Willdmua filius 
suus hue ipsum tenet. Sibilla de Bos tenuit a tempore Kegts H. 
Aluredus de Bekeivell tenuit feod. 2 militum a tempore Begis H. 
et Robertua filius ejus tenet alterum, et unum iavadiavit domino 
suo Boberto Arsic. Et illud Manassei Arsic dedtt Wiltelmo de 
Dudevill pro servifcio un. militis. Galfridus de Eston (Aston) 
tenuit in tempore regis H. feodum un. mihtis, et illud vendidit 
Beignero, filio Bering. Et Kcginerus tenuit illud de Manasser 
Arsic pro servitio un, militis. Dittonam et Kersinton 

CDenton et Garaington) tenuit Triliam Picot in tempore Begis 
H. pro servitio duorum mihtum, aed illam pro nequilia 
et judicio Curis Hobertus Arsic amisit. Osbertus dc 

Cladio Cestria tenet de illo feodum un. militis, et Cliersinton 
(Cassington) e. feod. un. militis, quod injuste difforciat. Manasser 
Arsic, Wiilelraus de Clifton tenuit feodum militis a tempore 

Regis H. et heredes ejus tenent. Odo de Berton, tenuit in 
tempore Begis H. feodum un. militis, et Humfredas fib'us ejus te- 
net. Robertusfil. Alured, et Walkelin. tenent feodum militis et pro 
tali servitio tuit in tempore Begis H- Thomas de Periton tenuit in 
tempore Begis H. feodum militis et tenet. Johannes Mareschall 
tenuit feodum militis in tempore Begis H. et Gilbertus, filius 
ejus, tenet. MEiroaAN-iiA (in the Lord Bemeiu. side of the 
Exchecquer). Jones Ind. to records vol, ii.) Witney. Clam- 
eum de Balhvia de Witney exonerandis de pretio bonorum et 
Calallorum Thomse Vauae attiucti, et de eisdem bonis et oatal- 
lis Boberto Winton. Episcopo virtute Literarum Regis Hen- 
rici Sexti patentium, allocatis, in comitatu Oxonise. 
Pa«ch(E Reeonla, 15 Miz. Itoluto 9. 
Wytney, De liberis Edwardi Seiti pstentibus, WiUielrao 
Box, confectis. de eantaria B. Marice, in Wytnej in comitatu 
Oxonifls, et aliis Terris et Tenementis in civitate Londoniffi. 
MichaelU Ricorda, \ ei Z Pkilippi et Maria, Hot. 144. 
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